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	(Local Address)
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	TIP/Parcel No:
	
	

	WBS Element:
	
	

	County:
	
	

	Description:
	

	

	     
     
     

	

	Dear      :

	

	SUBJECT:
	Claim of
	

	

	The Department of Transportation has been authorized to purchase the following outdoor advertising

	sign(s) from you:
	     

	

	The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Department of Transportation’s policies and procedures in purchasing or acquiring outdoor advertising signs under the Federal Highway Beautification Act of 1965 and the State’s Outdoor Advertising Control Act, and of your rights under the law.

	

	After an initial contact with you by a Right of Way Agent regarding the acquisition of a sign(s), the Department will have your sign(s) evaluated or appraised based upon pertinent information, including leases, obtained from you.  When an appraiser contact you, your full cooperation will be appreciated in providing all necessary information about your sign(s) so a fair and equitable compensation can be determined.

	

	After an appraisal has been completed and reviewed by the Department, the Right of Way Agent will again contact you for the purpose of making an offer of just compensation for the sign(s) being acquired.

	

	In the event that you and representatives of the Department of Transportation are unable to come to an agreement as to the value of the sign(s) being acquired, that issue will be settled through litigation or condemnation of the sign(s).  The Department will institute the necessary condemnation action in the county in which the sign is located, and, at the same time, deposit with the court the full amount that has been estimated as just compensation.  You may withdraw this amount without prejudice to your right to have compensation for the acquisition of the sign(s) determined by a jury.

	

	If, at any time, after the action has been instituted that you decide to accept the amount of compensation deposited in court, if any, as full settlement of your claim, you need only notify the Right of Way Agent and he/she will see that the action is terminated through the Attorney General’s Office without cost to you.

	

	If, however, you wish to contest the amount of damages, it will be necessary for you to secure the services of an attorney and file an answer to the complaint within one full year from the date that the summons is served upon you.

	

	Upon the institution of a condemnation action by the Department of Transportation to acquire all interests in the sign(s) with the deposit of amount of the estimated just compensation with the Clerk of Court in the county where the sign(s) is situated, title to sign(s) and any necessary easement(s) will vest with the Department of Transportation together with the right of immediate possession.

	

	It should be emphasized that the Department is very interested in seeing that sign owners, as well as property owner, are treated fairly while, at the same time, insuring that public funds are spent wisely.

	

	If there are any questions regarding the Department of Transportation’s procedures, please do not hesitate to contact me.  My telephone number is      .

	

	
	Very truly yours,

	

	

	

	
	

	
	Right of Way Agent
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