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	Dear      :

	

	This letter is presented to inform you as to the Department of Transportation’s policy in implementing the junkyard control and acquisition program and to inform you of your rights under the law.

	

	The purpose of this visit by the Right of Way Agent is to explain the program and to point out the various steps involved in bringing your business into compliance with the requirements of the Federal Highway Administration, and with the General Statutes of North Carolina.

	

	This program is a part of the Highway Beautification Act and for the Department to proceed with bringing your business into compliance, an easement will be required to accommodate construction.  If you concur with the improvement as shown for your business on the project plans and are agreeable to granting the easement, then the Department will take appropriate steps to proceed with construction.

	

	In the event that you and the Department are unable to agree regarding the easement, then an appraisal will be secured by the Department to determine the damage, if any, caused by the proposed project.  If an agreement cannot be reached based upon the values reflected in the appraisal, then the amount of compensation must be settled by the court.  The Department will institute the necessary action in the county in which your property is located, and, at the same time, deposit with the court the full amount, if any, that has been estimated as just compensation.  This amount, if any, may be withdrawn by you without prejudice to your rights to have the value of the easement or easements determined by a jury.

	

	If, at any time, after the action is instituted, you decide that you will accept the amount deposited, if any, in full settlement of your claim, you need only notify the Right of Way Agent, and he will see that the action is terminated through the Attorney General’s Office without cost to you.

	

	If, however, you wish to contest the amount of damages, it will be necessary for you to secure the services of an attorney and file an answer to the complaint within one year from the date that the summons is served upon you.

	

	Upon the institution  of such action by the Department of Transportation and the deposit, if any, of estimated just compensation, title to the necessary easement or easements vests with the Department of Transportation, together with the right of immediate possession.

	

	If there are any questions regarding the Department of Transportation’s procedures, please contact me at      .

	

	
	Very truly yours,

	

	

	

	
	

	
	Right of Way Agent
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