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NOTE:

This application is for a second Call for Projects and is open to all transit systems who provide rural service.  The performance period for this grant is July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 the application. The NCDOT Board of Transportation approval process will determine when contracts will be received by applicants.
All operating project types are eligible. Eligible expenditures are G-313 Trans Clients/Others (Trips); G-251 Motor Fuels & Lube; G-252 Tires and Tubes. Based on the number of applications received, NCDOT may prioritize selections based on requests for funding to start new or expanded services, fill gaps in service, or implement an innovative service type (e.g., on-demand microtransit).
Introduction 


The FY2024 2nd Call for Rural State Operating grant is open to all transit systems who provide rural service. The purpose of the FY2024 2nd Call for Rural State Operating funds is to extend general transportation opportunities and increase ridership in our rural areas.
State/Local Cost Participation

The FY2024 2nd Call for Rural State Operating Grant is made up of state dollars. The State share will be 100% with no local share required. Reimbursement will be 100% under the identified G-codes above.
The FY2024 2nd Call for Rural State Operating grant will reimburse systems for 100% of the net operating expenses. Net operating expenses are those expenses remaining after the provider subtracts operating revenues from eligible operating expenses. Operating revenues must include farebox revenues. Farebox revenues include fares paid by riders who are later reimbursed by a human service agency or other user-side subsidy arrangement. Farebox revenues do not include payments made directly to the transit system by human service agencies to purchase service. However, purchase of transit passes or other fare media for clients would be considered farebox revenue. A voluntary or mandatory fee that a college, university, or similar institution imposes on all its students for free or discounted transit service is not farebox revenue. Farebox revenue must be used to reduce total operating expenses (treated as revenue).
Net Operating Expenses = Total Eligible Operating Expenses – Fare Revenues
Period of Performance
IMPORTANT:  The performance period for this grant is July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024, however, the application and NCDOT Board of Transportation approval process will determine exactly when executed contracts are received.

Program Monitoring and Oversight

The Regional Grant Specialists from the N.C. Department of Transportation will be providing technical assistance to the selected projects, approving reimbursement claims, monitoring the implementation of the project, to monitor compliance and evaluating project performance. See Appendix A for a hyperlink to IMD’s Regional map and contact list.

                                                                                                                 Applying for Funds

Application Introduction

Applicants who have submitted a complete FY 2024 application package for 5311 Administrative funding are only required to submit the following additional supporting documents: 
1. Online budget in EBS (P2024_2nd RUR STATE OPER)
2. Project description and justification on agency letterhead – how this project is different than other projects currently funded, reason additional funds are needed, and what specifically will funding be used for.
Any other required documents will be pulled from the 5311 Admin/Operating application and applied to the FY2024 2nd Call for Rural State Operating application.
NOTE: For systems who did not previously apply for 5311 funding additional documentation may be required.  Your assigned Regional Grant Specialist will follow up as needed.

Enterprise Business System

Application Process
The FY2024 2nd Call for Rural State Operating application must be transmitted through the online NCDOT Grants Module no later than 11:59 pm EST, Thursday, May 11, 2023.  An incomplete application will not be reviewed. The documents identified in the FY2024 2nd Call for Rural State Operating Application Checklist are to be attached to the EBS application.
A. Timetable

This second Call for Projects has an application preparation period from April 24, 2023 – May 11, 2023.  IMD Regional Grant Specialists will review completed application packages upon receipt and will prepare them for NCDOT Board of Transportation (BOT) review and funding approval.  The performance period for this grant is July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024, however, the application and NCDOT BOT approval process could delay receipt of executed contracts beyond July 1st.
Appendix A
Link to IMD Regional Map and Contacts
https://connect.ncdot.gov/business/Transit/Pages/Regional-Support-Map.aspx
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