
 

  

 
 

Resolution for Support of North Carolina’s Current 
Motorcycle Helmet Law 

  
 
WHEREAS, in 2014, there were 3,940 reported motorcycle crashes on North Carolina’s 
highways that resulted in 146 persons killed and 3,657 persons injured; 

 
WHEREAS, in 2014 motorcycles represented 11.5% of the total crash fatalities in North 
Carolina;  

 
WHEREAS, studies indicate that per mile traveled a motorcyclist is approximately 26 times 
more likely to die in a crash than someone riding in a passenger car; 
 
WHEREAS, traumatic brain injuries are the leading cause of motorcyclist death and among the 
most severe and costly nonfatal motorcyclist injuries; 
 
WHEREAS, four out of ten motorcyclists hospitalized for traumatic brain injuries still have a 
related disability after one year; 
 
WHEREAS, North Carolina is number one in the nation for both lives saved and in money 
saved as a result of our current universal, mandatory helmet law (1); 
 
WHEREAS, states that have repealed their universal motorcycle helmet laws have seen their 
motorcyclist death, injury and disability rates increase 20% to 40%; 
 
WHEREAS, based on a study of three regional states that enacted a partial repeal of their 
universal helmet laws, by weakening North Carolina’s universal helmet law our state could 
experience a $25.4 million increase in health care charges for treating motorcycle trauma (2); 

 
WHEREAS, maintaining North Carolina’s current motorcycle helmet laws is consistent with the 
mission of the Executive Committee for Highway Safety; now, therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED that the Executive Committee for Highway Safety unanimously and strongly 
supports the current North Carolina universal motorcycle helmet law and opposes any weakening 
of the law. 
 
 
 

APPROVED BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR HIGHWAY SAFETY 
May 8, 2015 

 
 
 

(1) Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2012, June 13). Motorcycle Safety, State Helmet Laws: North Carolina. 
Retrieved from http://www.cdc.gov/motorvehiclesafety/mc/states/nc.html  

(2) Naumann et al. NC Med J, Impact of North Carolina’s Motorcycle Helmet Law on Hospital Admissions and Charges 
for Care of Traumatic Brain Injuries. 2015: 76(2)  
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