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Seat Belt Use vs. Injuries (K+A)
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North Carolina Crash Costs
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What’s the Problem?

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
223,236 236,307 212,278 215,039 193,938 171,110 159,167

Seat Belt Usage Rate
2006 88.5%

2007 88.8%

2008 89.8%

2009 89.5%

2010 89.7%

2011 89.5%

2012 87.5%

DECREASING AN AVERAGE OF 10,678 PER YEAR (2006-2012 ) 
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NC Occupant Protection Data 2009 - 2014
County Description 2009 2010  2011  2012 2013

2013 vs 
2012

2013 
Usage

2013 
Chang
e

5 Year 
Average

2013 2014
2014 vs 
2013

2014 vs 
5YA

2014 
Usage

2014 
Chang
e

Statewide FAIL TO WEAR SEAT BELT‐DRIVER 175,030.0 154,451 134,412 121,788 125,433 3645 142,223 125,433 113,806 ‐11,627 ‐28,417
Statewide FAIL TO SECURE PASSEN UNDER 16 24,297.0 23,421 21,183 19,900 20,506 606 21,861 20,506 18,988 ‐1,518 ‐2,873
Statewide FAIL WEAR SEAT BELT‐FRONT SEAT 12,556.0 12,602 11,314 11,269 14,071 2802 12,362 14,071 13,629 ‐442 1,267
Statewide FAIL WEAR SEAT BELT‐REAR SEAT 3,436.0 3,464 4,201 6,210 9,186 2976 5,299 9,186 12,723 3,537 7,424
Statewide TOTAL CHARGES 215,319 193,938 171,110 159,167 169,196 10029 88.6% 1.1% 181,746 169,196 159,146 ‐10,050 ‐22,600 90.6% 2.0%
Statewide MV Fatalities w/ Restraints 1,018 962 890 882 905 23 931 905 908 3 ‐23
Statewide Unrestrained Fatalities 431 427 400 370 366 ‐4 399 366 374 8 ‐25
Statewide %  That Were Unrestrained 42.3% 44.4% 44.9% 42.0% 40.4% ‐1.6% 42.8% 40.4% 41.2% 0.8% ‐1.6%
Statewide TOTAL FATALITIES 1,347 1,328 1,226 1,271 1,251 ‐20 1,285 1,251 1,239 ‐12 ‐46

25 Occupant Protection Focus County Highlights - 2014
Down 1,193 Citations (Up 7,283 in 2013)
Down 44 Motor Vehicle Fatalities (with restraints)
Down 30 Unrestrained Fatalities
Down 2.7% of Unrestrained Fatalities
Down 51 Total Motor Vehicle Fatalities



6

2014 North Carolina Seat Belt Survey Summary 
Vs. 2013 Seat Belt Survey

Combine Usage Rate (+2.0%)

Driver Usage Rate (+1.3%)

Passenger Usage Rate (+4.8%)

90.6%

90.9%

89.7%
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2015 North Carolina Analysis (1st Six Months)

85,491 
Citations:  
7,647 less 
vs. 2014

198 UR 
Fatalities:  
39 more 
vs. 2014
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North Carolina “Click It or Ticket” Enforcement Summary
vs. 2014“Click It or Ticket”

Law Enforcement Participation
73% (435) of Agencies Reported (419 in 2014)

Average Reporting Rate for FY2015 = 67%
25 Focus Counties = 83% Reporting 

NCSHP Overtime Enforcement in Priority Counties

Charges by Participating Agencies
12,056 Seat Belt Charges – 7% Decrease
1,152 Child Passenger Safety Charges – 17% Decrease
13,208 Total OP Charges – 10% Decrease
1,845 DWI Charges – 7% Decrease
11,217 Criminal Charges – 17% Decrease
89,467 Traffic & Criminal Charges – 5% Decrease
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2015 North Carolina Seat Belt Survey
Vs. 2014 Seat Belt Survey

Combine Usage Rate (‐0.7)

Driver Usage Rate (‐1.1%)

Passenger Usage Rate (+0.6%)

89.9%

89.8%

90.3%
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2015 North Carolina Seat Belt Survey
Vs. 2014 Seat Belt Survey

10 Counties over 90%

Johnston (95.5%) Nash (95.1%) and Alamance 
(93.8%) were the highest

Columbus/Rowan (88.2%), Harnett (86.4%) and 
Robeson (83.3%) were the lowest

Urban vs Rural – 91.5% to 84.6%
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2015 North Carolina Seat Belt Survey (Expanded)
Vs. 2014 Seat Belt Survey

Combine Usage Rate (‐0.5%)

Driver Usage Rate (‐0.9%)

Passenger Usage Rate (+0.8%)

90.1%

90.0%

90.5%
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2009 ‐ 2011
• 2,870 MV/R Fatalities
• 1,258 UR Fatalities
• 43.8% Unrestrained
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2012 ‐ 2014
• 2,695 MV/R Fatalities
• 1,110 UR Fatalities
• 41.2% Unrestrained

Down…
175 MV/R Fatalities
148 UR Fatalities
2.6 Percentage Points

IMPACT
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Moving Forward…

57%
43%

2010-2014 - Percentage of Total 
Fatalities by Time of Day

3:00 pm ‐ 2:59 am 3:00 am ‐ 2:59 pm

62%
38%

2010-2014 - Percentage of Unbelted 
Fatalities by Time of Day

3:00 pm ‐ 2:59 am 3:00 am ‐ 2:59 pm

2010‐2014 ‐ Unbelted Fatalities by Time of Day
Time of Day Total Fatalities Unbelted Fatalities % Unbelted % of Total Unbelted Fatalities % of Total  Fatalities

3:00 pm ‐ 2:59 am 2513 1172 46.64% 62.11% 56.79%
3:00 am ‐ 2:59 pm 1912 715 37.40% 37.89% 43.21%

Total 4425 1887 42.64% 100.00% 100.00%
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Who’s Unbelted at Night?

Of the drivers who were stopped and cited during 
the NTSBE enforcement activities…

60.9% had a moving violation on their records

7.9% had an alcohol-related citation on their records

48.4% had a speeding citation on their records

Based on Evaluation of Washington State Night 
Time Seat Belt Enforcement



Current Child Passenger Safety Programs in NC
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New Hanover

Washington

AlamanceAlexander

Mitchell

Richmond
Mecklenburg

Transylvania
Cherokee

Graham

Clay

Alleghany

Randolph

Robeson

Swain

Jackson

Haywood

Madison

Buncombe

Henderson
Polk

Yancey

McDowell

Rutherford
ClevelandMacon

Avery

Burke

Gaston

Lincoln

Catawba

Caldwell

Watauga

Ashe

Wilkes

Surry

Yadkin

Iredell

Rowan
Cabarrus

Union Anson

Stokes

Brunswick

Davidson

Rockingham

Scotland

Stanly
Montgomery

Moore

Guliford

Columbus

Cumberland

Johnston

Jones

Lee

Davie

Forsyth

Bladen

Duplin

Edgecombe

Lenoir
Greene

Northampton

Vance

Wake
Chatham

Caswell Person
Granville

Franklin

Halifax
Warren

Onslow

Orange

Harnett

Pender

Wayne

Wilson

Hoke

Beaufort

Durham

Sampson

Nash

Carteret

Pamlico

Pitt

Craven

Dare

Bertie

Martin

Gates

Tyrrell

Hertford

Hyde

CPS Diversion Programs

www.buckleupnc.org
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From 2009-2013, on average, 48 of 92 teen 
fatalities* (15-19) were unrestrained - That is 

52%!
The rate for all unrestrained fatalities was 43%

Agencies will be able to register local high schools in 
the program for each school year. 
Contact Ashley Wade at GHSP.

919-733-3083 or aewade1@ncdot.gov 
* Motor vehicle crashes with restraint systems
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Moving Forward…


