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North Carolina Alcohol/Drug Related Fatal Crash Facts
From January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2019

• 67% of the alcohol/drug related fatal crashes occurred in a rural (outside city limits) 
location

• From 2018 to 2019, there was a 22% decrease in alcohol/drug related fatal crashes

• Possible reasons why we are seeing a decrease in alcohol related fatal crashes:

• Likely due to a shift in coding rather than an actual decrease – simultaneous increase in the 

percentage of alcohol/drug coded as “Unknown”

• Increase in “Unknown” coding likely tied to the rise in both the drug use frequency and wider 

variety of drugs (i.e., Vapor THC)

• When alcohol/drug is coded as  “Unknown”, the Medical Examiner (ME) must provide test 

results for alcohol (drug testing not required) and a supplemental crash report form is 

submitted by law enforcement. Increased demands for ME testing in non-traffic fatalities (i.e., 

overdoses) may be contributing to a decrease in testing in traffic fatalities

• Use of UBER, LYFT, RideShare, Taxis, etc. may have reduced a small percentage of alcohol/drug 

related fatal crashes
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A-Injury Definition ChangeECHS Began

Note: Due to the substantial increases in historical serious injury trends in September 2016 caused by the national definition 
change for “Suspected Serious Injury (A)”, the solid red line represents the adjusted values based upon unique crash types to
estimate overall serious injuries.  This methodology will be used for reporting purposes in the 2019 NC SHSP update.
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