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Speed Management Plan for NCDOT

• Overview

• Why a plan is needed

• Other efforts nationally

• What our approach will focus on:

• Build on previous efforts in NC
• Review recent efforts on Speed Management (Nationally and Locally)
• Identify and converse with peers and experts. 



Why is a Speed Management Plan Needed?

• Consistent emphasis area in every Strategic Highway Safety Plan since 2014.

• Goal “Reduce speed-related fatalities and serious injuries by 50 percent by 2035, moving towards zero by 
2050.”

2014 SHSP 2019 SHSP 2024 SHSP



Why is a Speed Management Plan Needed?

• Opportunity to reduce fatalities and serious injuries.



Why is a Speed Management Plan Needed?

• Speed is a major topic for NCDOT

• Most roads in NC have speed limits set by general statute or by 
NCDOT

• Speed (and the perception of speed) is a consistent community 
concern of neighborhoods, towns, and cities

• Design speed is a central driver of planning and design of 
roadways
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USDOT National Roadway Safety Strategy

https://www.transportation.gov/NRSS

Speed on the National Scene
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Safe Speeds - a core concept of the Safe System Approach

Speed on the National Scene
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ITE - Speed Management for Safety (toolsets and case studies)

https://www.ite.org/technical-resources/topics/speed-management-for-safety/

Speed on the National Scene
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Many states, cities, and MPOs are addressing speed in intentional ways

Nevada

Speed on the National Scene

Bellevue, WA
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We’re not starting from scratch

• Speed limit setting policy (2018) de-emphasizes the 85th percentile; other 
factors are more fully evaluated and considered.
• https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/safety/Teppl/Pages/Teppl-

Topic.aspx?Topic_List=S40 

• Statutory speed review program for rural roads

• Road diet guidance (done but not released)

• Implementation efforts / Evaluations  
• Worked with City of Raleigh to change operating speeds in downtown 

Raleigh from 40-45mph to 25mph speeds through signalization 
changes

NCDOT activities on speed management

https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/safety/Teppl/Pages/Teppl-Topic.aspx?Topic_List=S40
https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/safety/Teppl/Pages/Teppl-Topic.aspx?Topic_List=S40
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Next Steps

• International lit 
review

• Scan of State 
DOT practices

• Peer 
exchanges and 
workshops

Learn

• Use what we 
learn

• Refine our 
approach to 
developing our 
speed 
management 
plan

Develop

• Training - 
design, speed 
limit setting, 
countermeasur
es

• Toolboxes for 
various 
disciplines -
road design, 
TSMO, law 
enforcement

Implement



Thank you!
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