
Red = Monthly Pickup 
Blue = Bi-Monthly Pickup 
Yellow= Bi-Weekly Pickup
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WORK ZONE TRAFFIC CONTROL GUIDANCE FOR LITTER/DEBRIS REMOVAL  
 
The Contractor performing Work Zone Traffic Control shall have a minimum of one (1) NCDOT 
Certified Work Zone Supervisor.   
 
General: 
 

•  Workers that are involved in litter/debris removal operations shall comply with the following: 
o Wear NCDOT approved safety vests for day time operations 

 
•  Litter/debris removal operations shall be confined within a maximum 5 mile stretch of roadway in a 

work period 
 

•  Conduct litter/debris removal operations behind lane closures at any location where workers and/or 
equipment are encroaching into the travel lanes. Lane closures shall be installed according to Roadway 
Standard Drawings 1101.02. Encroaching into travel lanes includes exiting and entering vehicles that are 
parked on shoulders. 
 

•  Use the following drawings to retrieve bagged litter/debris and any other materials after being 
collected by the workers. 

 
•  For operations where workers and equipment are confined to the shoulders, comply with the 

followings: 
 

On Multilane Divided Facilities 
 

o A Truck Mounted Attenuator (TMA) shall be used to protect each group of workers removing 
litter/debris if the shoulder is wide enough to fit a TMA. 

o If a TMA is not used, a shoulder closure shall be installed 
o A shoulder closure shall be installed in locations where the shoulder is too narrow to accommodate a 

TMA without encroaching into the traffic lane 
o A shoulder closure or a TMA shall be used on the median side of the opposite direction if the 

following condition exists: 
• Where workers and/or equipment are within 15’ from the adjacent travel lane in the opposite direction 

and are not protected from traffic in the opposite direction by any type of positive median protection 
such as concrete barrier, guardrail, or guiderail. 

o Shoulder closures shall be installed according to Roadway Standard Drawing 1101.04 
 

Two-Lane, Two-Way Facilities over 4000 ADT 
 

o A shoulder closure shall be installed if workers are to be present more than one hour at any location. 
o If workers are to be present less than one hour, use portable advance warning signs (one in each 

direction) reading “LITTER PICKUP AHEAD”. 
o Shoulder closures shall be installed according to Roadway Standard Drawing 1101.04 

 
Two-Lane, Two-Way Facilities 4000 ADT or lower 
 

o Use portable advance warning signs (one in each direction) reading “LITTER PICKUP AHEAD”.  
The sign should be located 500 feet ahead of the area where workers and or equipment will be 
present during the operation. 



 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING EXCEPTIONS: 
 
The moving caravan operation will NOT be required to be used while retrieving bagged litter/debris in 
areas where the Contractor’s equipment is able traverse the shoulder without encroaching into the travel 
lanes.   
 
The truck mounted attenuator (TMA) will NOT be required to be used while retrieving bagged 
litter/debris in areas where the Contractor’s equipment is able traverse the shoulder without encroaching 
into the travel lanes.   
 
If the vehicle the Contractor is using is wider than the width of the shoulder a moving caravan operation 
WILL be required if the Contractor elects to allow the vehicle to encroach into the travel.   
 
The Contractor may elect to park the vehicle outside of these narrow areas and remove bags by hand in 
lieu of the moving caravan operation. 
 
The truck mounted attenuator (TMA) will NOT be required to protect workers picking up litter/debris if 
the Contractor’s operations are carried out in such a way that the workers are positioned individually 
along a roadway and not travelling in a concentrated group.   
 
If a concentrated group of workers are gathered together in a formation to conduct clean up then they 
shall be protected by a TMA.  
 
The shoulder closure will NOT be required unless equipment remains stationary for more than 5 minutes 
and/or a concentrated group of workers are within 15 feet of an open travel lane and the area is not 
protected by barrier or guardrail.   
 
On the primary routes in Division 5, the shoulder closure will NOT be required for equipment that does 
not remain stationary for more than 5 minutes, or for equipment that is parked in areas that are protected 
by barrier or guardrail, or for equipment that is parked more than 15 feet from an open travel lane. 
 
On the primary routes in Division 5, the shoulder closure will NOT be required for a concentrated group 
of workers who are more than 15 feet of an open travel lane or are in an area that is protected by barrier or 
guardrail. 
 
The lane closure will NOT be required unless equipment remains stationary for more than five minutes 
and/or a concentrated group of workers are within 10 feet of an open travel lane and the area is not 
protected by barrier or guardrail.”  
 
On the primary routes in Division 5, the lane closure will NOT be required for equipment that does not 
remain stationary for more than 5 minutes, or for equipment that is parked in areas that are protected by 
barrier or guardrail, or for equipment that is parked more than 15 feet from an open travel lane. 
 
On the primary routes in Division 5, the lane closure will NOT be required for a concentrated group of 
workers who are more than 15 feet of an open travel lane or are in an area that is protected by barrier or 
guardrail. 
 



A concentrated group of workers is defined as three (3) or more workers within a 500’ section and within 
fifteen (15) feet from a travel lane, measured along the edge of the roadway, of other workers.  
 
WORK ZONE SIGNING: 

 
All portable signs and stands must meet or exceed the requirements of the National Cooperative Highway 
Research Program Report 350 for Work Zone Category II Devices, and be listed on North Carolina’s 
approved products list or accepted as traffic qualified by the Traffic Control Section. Use portable work 
zone signs and stands specifically designed for one another. 
 
Refer to the following: 
 

SSRS 1089 for material specification 
SSRS 1110 for construction specification 
RSD 1110 for clearance specification 

 
The W10-10A shall be used for high volume primary and secondary routes. Its dimensions are 48” X 48”. 
It shall be mounted at a minimum height of five (5) feet above the elevation of the outermost edge of 
travel. The sign shall read “LITTER PICKUP AHEAD”, and should be relocated accordingly during the 
prosecution of work.  Additional signs may be required by the Engineer at interchanges. 
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NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
 

L ITTER/DEBRIS REMOVAL AND RECYCLING REPORT 
 

Month: ____________________, 20______ 
 
 

Date County Route(s) Corr idor Segment/  
Mile Markers/GPS 

Lbs. L itter  
Disposal 

Lbs. 
Recycling 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

   TOTAL LBS   

 
 
Supervisor’s Signature:          Date:     
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