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The Town of Farmville Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan is the first plan of its kind
for the Town and was funded by a Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning Grant from
the North Carolina Department of Transportation Bicycle and Pedestrian
Division. The development of a Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan will support the
Towns ongoing efforts to promote sustainable growth and development as well
as healthy living habits, and attract individuals, both tourist and potential
residents, to the area, all while making it more convenient and safer for people
who both enjoy walking or depend on it everyday. The Town of Farmville desires
to improve fransportation throughout the Town in order to link residential
neighborhoods to parks & recreation facilities, schools, health care facilities and
shopping/retail areas.

The Town of Farmville submitted an application for the Bicycle and Pedestrian
Planning Grant Funds for the 2011 grant year. The Town, putting up a $5,000
match, was awarded $20,000 of NCDOT Planning Funds to develop a
Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan. Upon receipt of the grant, the Town of
Farmville acquired the services of the Mid-East Commission to assist with the
development of a Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan. The Town will use the
Pedestrian Plan as a guide for developing a pedestrian-friendly community and
will assist when raking budget decisions and applying for grant funds from
regional, state, federal, and private funding sources.

The Town of Farmville local government, Pitt County Health Department, Pitt
County Board of Commissioners, Elementary, Middle, and High Schools in
Farmville, the Friends of Greenville Greenways (FROGGS), and several Farmville
Citizens has all expressed their support for improving Farmville's Pedestrian
transportation to provide a multi-modal tfransportation-system.

The existing Pitt County Comprehensive Greenway Plan, Pitt County
Comprehensive Transportation Plan, and the Farmville Comprehensive Bicycle
Plan all support the vision of developing a comprehensive pedestrian
transportation planning document that will provide direction in achieving safe
transportation and connectivity in Farmville.

Town of Farmville Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan Vision Statement:
Farmville is recognized as a pedestrian-friendly community where walking

is a safe, viable, healthy, and popular transportation and recreation
choice for all citizens, students, workers, and visitors.



|dentified themes that came out of Steering Committee discussion include:

Improved Safety Pedestrian Amenities
Education Enforcement
Connectivity and Accessibility

These themes led to the development of the plan’s goals and objectives to
achieve the vision. These are discussed in further in Section 1.

The current conditions within the Town of Farmville have been inventoried and
evaluated as part of the development of the Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan.
Section 2 includes an overview of the Town, current usage/user demographics,
an inventory and assessment of existing pedestrian facilities and walking
compatibility of the local transportation system. The information obtained
regarding Farmville's current conditions provides the framework for planning
pedestrian facilities, programs, and policies based on the community's wants
and needs.

In addition to analyzing existing conditions, existing plans, programs, and policies
at the Local, Regional, and State level were reviewed. Plans and policies
determine the type of development that is encouraged and allowed in a
community while programs offer methods to promote, encourage, and
educate the public on bicycling. Therefore, these tools (plans, policies, and
programs) are a key component to ensure an environment that is supportive of
pedestrians. Existing plans, programs, and policies are highlighted in Section 3.

During plan development, several potential projects were identified that would
improve the existing pedestrian network. These potential pedestrian and multi-
use facilities projects have been broken down into three categories: Sidewalk
Additions and Improvements; Multi-Use Facility Additions and Improvements,
and Ancillary Facilities. Section 4 describes the Strategic Pedestrian Plan, which:
includes many potential project opportunities that were based upon:

Steering Committee Meetings
Public Survey & Open Houses
Pedestrian Crash Data

Field Inventory and Assessment
Connectivity & Improved Safety

Section 5 will provide guidance to the Town on design standards and guidelines
for pedestrian facilities. These standards and guidelines are a critical component
of this Plan and for all facility construction and development. The design



standards and guidelines mentioned in this section are derived from North
Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) Bicycle Facilities Planning and
Design Guidelines, the American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials (AASHTO), and the Federal Highway Association (FHWA)
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).

Section 6 outlines recommendations for ancillary facilities, programs, and
policies aimed at making Farmville a pedestrian-friendly community. Addressing
engineering, education, encouragement, enforcement, and evaluation and
planning, these recommendations will encourage the transformation of
Farmville into a pedestrian-friendly community. The implementation of programs
discussed in the plan will not only encourage pedestrian tfransportation, but
provide education, enforcement, and maintenance opportunities, ensuring
Farmville has a comprehensive pedestrian network in which users feel
comfortable walking in the community.

Section 7 contains the Recommended Projects. This list of potential project
locations was developed based upon input from the Steering Committee, Town
Staff, and the Public (via Open Houses, Public Survey, and letters of support).
Projects were also developed through observations taken during field visits
conducted by the consultant. All projects should be evaluated to determine
whether it is possible to provide the facility recommended in this Plan as part of
those projects. Pedestrian considerations should be included as part of all, Local
and NCDOT, scheduled road maintenance and improvement processes.

The following table outlines all recommended projects included in the plan.

Top 10 Priorities

Type of Project Project/Improvement At/On From To
Name

Main Street Sidewalk
Extension, Southern
Sidewalk Addition Connection (East Side) S. Main St. Vines St. Marlboro Rd.

Main Street Sidewalk
Extension, Southern

Sidewalk Addition Connection (West Side) S. Main St. Vines St. Marlboro Rd.
Grimmersburg Street Grimmersburg
Sidewalk Addition Sidewalk Extension St. Greene St. Davis Dr.

Main Street Sidewalk
Extension, Northern
Sidewalk Addition Connection N. Main St. Dale Dr. Jones St.

Farmville Municipal Athletic
Sidewalk Addition Park Connection W. Horne Ave. | Walnut St. May Blvd.




Pitt Street Sidewalk

Sidewalk Addition Extension - Phase 2 Pitt St. E. Pine St. Ellis Ave.
Pitt Street Sidewalk Grimmersburg

Sidewalk Addition Extension - Phase 1 Pitt St. St. E. Pine St.
Wilson Street Sidewalk

Sidewalk Addition Extension - Phase 2 W. Wilson St. | May St. Fields St.
Wilson Street Sidewalk

Sidewalk Addition Extension - Phase 1 W. Wilson St. | Park St. Charter Oaks Dr.

W. Wilson St.

Church Street Sidewalk (Church

Sidewalk Addition Extension W. Church St. | Entrance) Turnage St.

Short Term
Type of Project Project/Improvement At/On From To
Name

Contentnea to Oliver NC 121/N. Contentnea

Sidewalk Addition Murphy Connection Main St. Dale Dr. Street
Bennett Street Park S George

Sidewalk Addition Connection St./Bennett St. | W. Perry St. S. Main St.
Farmville Athletic Park

Crosswalk Addition | Crosswalk W. Horne St. NA NA
Belcher/Grimmersburg

Crosswalk Addition | Crosswalk N Main St. NA NA
Oliver Murphy Park

Crosswalk Addition | Crosswalk N. Main St. NA NA

Mid Term
Type of Project Project/Improvement At/On From To
Name

Ellis Avenue Sidewalk

Sidewalk Addition Extension Ellis Ave. S. Pitt St. Crestwood Drive
Crestwood Sidewalk

Sidewalk Addition Extension Crestwood Dr. | Ellis Ave. E. Perry St.
Perry Street Sidewalk Powder Horne

Sidewalk Addition Extension Perry St. Crestwood Dr. Ln.
Contentnea Street Sidewalk | N. Contentnea NC 121/N. Main

Sidewalk Addition Extension St. Lang St. St.
Walnut Street Sidewalk N. Walnut

Sidewalk Addition Extension - Phase 1 Street W. Wilson St W. Horne Ave.
Walnut Street Sidewalk N. Walnut

Sidewalk Addition Extension - Phase 2 Street Jones St. Dale Dr.
Belcher Street Sidewalk

Sidewalk Addition Extension Belcher St. May Blvd. N. Barrett St.

Crosswalk Addition | Perry Street Crosswalk S. Main St. NA NA




Long Term

Type of Project Project/Improvement At/On From To
Name
May Boulevard Complete Planters Way
Sidewalk Addition Street Improvement May Blvd. Dr. W. Wilson St.
Dale Drive Sidewalk N. Walnut NC 121/N. Main
Sidewalk Addition Extension Dale Dr. Street St.
Farmville
Greenway North Farmville Greenway New Location | Central HS May Blvd.
New Location
(Utility
May Boulevard Shared Use Easement Planters Way
Shared Use Path Path along May) Dr. Shopping Center
North Farmville Greenway
Crosswalk NC 121/N. Main NC 121/N.
Crosswalk Addition | Street Main St. NA NA
North Farmville Greenway
Crosswalk Addition | Crosswalk/May Boulevard May Blvd. NA NA
Railroad Crossing Pitt Railroad Crossing
Cushion Improvement Pitt St. NA NA
Railroad Crossing Main Railroad Crossing
Cushion Improvement S. Main St. NA NA

Section 8 describes how the recommendations for improving Farmville's
pedestrian conditions will be implemented. This section outlines priorities for
projects, programs, and policies as well as potential partners and funding
sources. Implementation of this Plan will be a collaborative effort between a
variety of Town departments and external agencies. The Towns various
departments should be aware of the Plan recommendations and seek to
implement them as part of their reqular work. The NCDOT Division of Bicycle and
Pedestrian Transportation may provide technical expertise on issues related to
pedestrian fransportation and financial assistance to ensure that
implementation of the Plan moves forward. Progress on improving the Plan

should be monitored on no less than an annual basis. Aimost every

transportation project offers an opportunity to implement a piece of this Plan.




The Town of Farmville Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan is the first plan of its kind
for the Town and was funded by a Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning Grant from
the North Carolina Department of Transportation Bicycle and Pedestrian
Division. The development of a Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan will support the
Town's ongoing efforts to promote sustainable growth and development as well
as healthy living habits, and attract individuals, both tourist and potential
residents, to the area, all while making it more convenient and safer for people
who walk. The Town of Farmville desires to improve transportation throughout
the Town in order to link residential neighborhoods to parks & recreation
facilities, schools, health care facilities and shopping/retail areas.

The Town of Farmville, in cooperation with the Mid-East Commission and Mid-
East RPO, submitted an application for the Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning
Grant Funds for the 2011 grant year. The Town, putting up a $5,000 match, was
awarded $20,000 of NCDOT Planning Funds to develop a Comprehensive
Bicycle Plan. Upon receipt of the grant, the Town of Farmville acquired the
services of the Mid-East Commission to assist with the development of a
Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan. The Town will use the Pedestrian Plan as a
guide for developing a pedestrian-friendly community and will assist when
raking budget decisions and applying for grant funds from regional, state,
federal, and private funding sources.

The Town of Farmville local government, Pitt County Health Department, Pitt
County Board of Commissioners, Elementary, Middle, and High Schools in
Farmville, the Friends of Greenville Greenways (FROGGS), and several Farmville
Citizens has all expressed their support for improving Farmville's Pedestrian
transportation to provide a multi-modal fransportation-system.

The Town, who is also currently in the process of developing an accompanying
Comprehensive Bicycle Plan, was also included in the development of the Pitt
County Comprehensive Transportation Plan. Both documents support the vision
of developing a comprehensive pedestrian fransportation planning document
that will provide direction in achieving safe transportation and connectivity in
Farmville.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Public input was a driving force behind the development of Farmville's
Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan. The public involvement strategy involved
several components including Steering Committee meetings, Public Open
Houses, and public hearings at the Town's Planning Board and Town Council.



Media outreach was utilized with press releases, public notices, and invitations to
open houses to announce the project.

A 14 Member Steering Committee, comprised of citizens, City staff, and Mid-East
Commission staff met six times throughout the planning process to discuss goals
and objectives, priorities, existing conditions, identify potential pedestrian
corridors and destinations, identify recommendations for projects and programs,
and to identify project prioritization. See Appendix A for further information
regarding Steering Committee meetings.

In addition to the Steering Committee, pubic input was solicited through online
and hard copy surveys. The survey was available on the Town website and
hardcopies of the survey were available at Town Hall, Farmville Public Library,
Piggly Wiggly Supermarket, Offices of Drs. Warren and Hardee, and Farmville
Internal Medicine, PA. Citizens in Farmville were nofified of the survey through
local media outlets and the Town's website.

Two Public Open Houses were held during the development of the
Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan. The first Public Open House was held on
December 10th, 2013. During the first Public Open House, participants were
presented the draft Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan, including proposed
projects, and were provided the opportunity to ask questions and provide any
further input. A second Public Open House was held on May 20th 2014 to
present the updated plan recommendations. Additional information regarding
these Public Open Houses can be found in Appendix A.

VISION STATEMENT

During the first Steering Committee Meeting, members discussed their vision for
the Pedestrian Plan. That discussion, along with additional fine tuning at the next
Steering Committee Meeting, formulated the final vision for the plan:

Farmville is recognized as a pedestrian-friendly community where walking is a
safe, viable, healthy, and popular transportation and recreation choice for all
citizens, students, workers, and visitors.
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THEMES, GOALS, & OBJECTIVES

There were several overall themes that the plan needed to address that were
identified through discussions by the Steering Committee. The following themes
were derived:

Improved Safety

Education

Connectivity and Accessibility
Enforcement

Health Promotion

Based off of these themes, goals and objectives were developed for the Town
of Farmville Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan.

PURPOSE OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PEDESTRIAN PLAN

The Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan provides a comprehensive approach to
pedestrian planning that maximizes Farmville's existing infrastructure, identifies
new opportunities, and creates an opportunity to develop and foster a more
pedestrian-friendly community through planning, design, and regulations, while
also addressing pedestrian safety and encouragement.

The Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan Study Area includes Farmville's town limits
and extra-territorial jurisdiction (ETJ). Map 1 illustrates the project study area:
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PLANNING PROCESS

The process used for plan development involved four phases: 1) Data
Collection, Research and Inventory; 2) Preliminary Recommendation
Development; 3) Development and Review of Draft Pedestrian Plan; and 4) Final
Plan Development and Approval.

PHASE | - DATA COLLECTION, RESEARCH AND INVENTORY

This phase involved data collection, research, and inventory of existing
infrastructure and data. Phase 1 contained the following tasks or steps:

. Developed a Public Involvement Strategy

. Surveyed citizens by way of an on-line survey available on the Town
website and hardcopies of the survey available at Town Hall, Farmville
Public Library, Piggly Wiggly Supermarket, Offices of Drs. Warren and
Hardee, and Farmville Internal Medicine, PA

. Analyzed survey results

. Compiled existing data (relevant plans and ordinances,: Census Dataq,
and crash data)

. Conducted interviews with stakeholders to discuss issues, plans and

goals as they related to stakeholder groups and to identify existing
plans for infrastructure improvement

. Analyzed demographics within the Town

. Conducted on-site assessments of current conditions and constraints
. Summarized existing ordinances, programs, and initiatives

. Held two Steering Committee Meetings

PHASE 2 - PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATION DEVELOPMENT

Based on Phase 1, preliminary recommendations were developed. Phase 2
contained the following tasks or steps:

e Developed preliminary recommendations for pedestrian
projects, programs; and policies

e« Conducted an inventory for the roadways where pedestrian
facilities are recommended

e Met with NCDOT representatives to discuss preliminary
recommendations

o Held Steering Committee meeting to present preliminary
improvements recommendations and to discuss project
prioritization



PHASE 3 - DEVELOPMENT AND REVIEW OF DRAFT PEDESTRIAN PLAN

Based upon Phase 1 and Phase 2, a draft plan was developed. Phase 3
contained the following tasks or steps:

Developed a draft Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan based upon the
findings of the previous tasks according to the NCDOT's expanded
template

Presented the draft Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan to the Steering
Committee for committee feedback and to discuss implementation

Held a Public Open House to present the draft Comprehensive Bicycle
Plan containing project priorities

Submitted a draft Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan to the Town and NCDOT
for review

PHASE 4 - FINAL PLAN DEVELOPMENT AND APPROVAL

Based upon comments from the NCDOT and Farmville Planning Board review,
the Plan was revised and resubmitted to the NCDOT for approval and to the
Town Council for review and approval. Phase 4 contained the following tasks or

steps:
e Developed arevised draft Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan based upon
the feedback from the NCDOT and Farmville Planning Board
e Resubmitted revised plan to the Town for resubmission to the NCDOT for
review and approval
e Final plan with NCDOT and Planning Board revisions submitted to Town
for Planning Board and Town Council's review
e Developed arevised final Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan based upon
feedback from the Town's Planning Board and Town Council
o Submitted final plan to Town for approval and adoption by the town
council
BENEFITS OF WALKING

Walking provides numerous benefits capable of promoting healthy, livable, and
thriving community. These benefits include, but are not limited to, health,
transportation, environmental and economic, all of which contribute to a high
quality of life.

12
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HEALTH BENEFITS

The benefits of walking are countless. Walking is one of the easiest forms of
physical activity one can participate in. It has the lowest dropout rate of all
physical activities. It is simple and is an easy way to improve one’s health.

Walking at least thirty minutes a day has been shown to reduce the risk of
many diseases and health issues. Coronary heart disease is number one killer but
can be reduced by walking. Heart disease occurs when the heart doesn't
receive enough oxygen or blood flow, but one who walks increases their blood
flow and oxygen to the heart and rest of the body. Walking also helps improve
blood pressure by increasing one’s systolic, which increase blood flow and
oxygen through the arteries and to all the muscles of the body. Walking regularly
helps maintain body weight and therefore reduce the risk of obesity, which
helps reduce the risk of diabetes and cancers. Another benefit one receives
from walking is they decrease their risk of arthritis or osteoporosis. This occurs
because when one walks regularly he/she strengthens their muscles and bones.
Walking is also a great way to reduce one’s stress. When one participates in
walking, or any physical activity, endorphins are released, which makes one
calmer and more relaxed. Reducing stress is an important part of one’s health
too, because it can be considered a risk factor for many other diseases, such as
heart disease, high blood pressure, etc. Overall, walking is a simple activity but
along with the many other benefits it can overall increases one well-being and
quality of life. It is said that with walking one is obviously healthier, so there is less
stress about health issues, but one also feel better about themselves and has a
more positive outlook on life. For such a simple activity there are numerous
health benefits one could experience and shouldn’t miss out on.

In 2011, Pitt County’s top three causes of death were heart disease,
cancer, and cerebrovascular disease. Of the deaths between the years of 2004
and 2009, 868.1 deaths were due to heart disease, 883.1 deaths were due to
cancer, and 259.8 were due to cerebrovascular disease. These three deaths
were closely followed in number of deaths by chronic lower respiratory disease
and diabetes mellitus. Only 36% of Pitt County adults reported getting the
recommended amount of physical activity, which is 30 minutes of moderate
activity, at least five times a week, or 20 minutes of vigorous activity at least
three times a week. Pitt County has six priority areas they are working toward
improving: diabetes, high blood pressure, nutrition, physical activity, tobacco,
and unintended pregnancies and infant mortality. Five of those six major
priorities are risk factors that impact the County’s top three causes of death.
Three of the six major priorities can be positively influenced or affected by
walking. Walking is moderate physical activity which can help control one’s
diabetes, weight, decrease the risk of heart disease, and decrease the risk of
cerebrovascular disease. Walking is a simple task that can make a huge impact
on Farmville and Pitt County’s health status.



TRANSPORTATION BENEFITS

Given its prominent location just outside of Greenville, Farmville is an attractive
choice for professionals and families looking to get away from the hustle and
bustle of the big city. Farmville is not only an attractive community because of its
geographical proximity to Greenville, but the community is also highly suitable
for pedestrian travel due to the roadway layout, conditions, and the relatively
low traffic volumes its residential neighborhoods offer. At the same time
however, there are several locations in Farmville that are of importance to its
citizens that are located along stretch’s that experience higher traffic volume,
relatively dangerous roadway conditions, and lack pedestrian-friendly facilities.
Of particular concern is the location of prominent destinations in the community
(shopping center, restaurants, grocery stores, medical facilities) that currently
have no infrastructure connecting residents to them.

The development of a pedestrian-friendly community may alleviate
roadway congestion and reduce the number of accidents, both vehicular
related and pedestrian/motorist. With a number of Farmville’s goods and
services located on the edge of town, and no existing pedestrian facilities to
connect them to residential areas, it is the goal of the pedestrian plan will assist
in providing pedestrian infrastructure to provide linkages to the fown's
destination points as well as increase walking trips.

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

Walking is an easy way to reduce energy needs and pollution emissions. With
traffic volumes likely to continue to grow, the overall air quality in communities
will deteriorate from the additional motor vehicles polluting the air. Providing @
safe, alternative method of transportation will increase the number of
pedestrians; therefore reducing the number of motor vehicles leading to a
decrease in emissions.

ECONOMIC BENEFITS

Walking is an affordable mode of transportation. Implementation of the plan will
lead to increased opportunities for further economic development within the
Town. Promotion of a more walkable Farmville will attract potential residents to
locate in the Town. Providing well connected pedestrian facilities in Farmville
may increase visits to local businesses and recreation facilities. Other economic
benefits of walking include reduced health care costs and reduced
dependency on auto ownership.
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TOWN OF FARMVILLE OVERVIEW

The current conditions of the Town of Farmville have been inventoried and
evaluated as part of the development of the Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan.
This section includes an overview of the town, current usage/user
demographics, an inventory & assessment of existing Pedestrian facilities and
the pedestrian compatibility of the local transportation system. The information
obtained about the town's current conditions provides the framework for
planning pedestrian facilities and programs based on the community's wants
and needs.

The area surrounding the current Town of Farmville was first settled in the mid
1760s. These early settlers were few in numbers and were almost exclusively
farmers by trade. The first recorded structure inside the current town limits was a
log cabin erected about 1840. In the 1850's a church and a school were built,
however, growth was quite slow up through the end of the 1860s. In 1872 the
populace petitioned the North Carolina legislature to create a town named
Farmville. Prior to this time the community had no formal name and was
generally referred to as New Town. The Town of Farmville was formally
incorporated on February 12, 1872. During the last quarter of the 19th century,
the town developed as a small commercial center supporting the agricultural
expansion of the region brought about by the boom in Brightleaf Tobacco
cultivation.



The first quarter of the 20th century was a period of incredible growth for
Farmville. The period 1901 to 1907 saw the arrival of two railroads, providing cost
effective transportation outlets and bringing about an expansion of agribusiness
support services. The period 1905 to 1929 saw the establishment of a number of
large tobacco sales, processing and warehousing operations. Along with this
commercial growth came the growth of residential areas, accommodating
persons of virtually every economic class.

Tobacco sales, processing and warehousing, as well as, agribusiness support
services continued to be of primary importance to Farmville's growth and
stability up through the late 1960s. With the decline of the tobacco industry
beginning in the early 1970s, Farmville began an aggressive campaign to
diversify its commercial and industrial base. Although agribusiness support
continues to be an important part of Farmville, industrial, commercial and
residential diversification continues to be the course on which this community of
approximately 4800 residents is proceeding.

CURRENT USAGE / USER DEMOGRAPHICS

When developing a Pedestrian network, knowing the demographic makeup of
a community is essential in determining the preferences and travel behaviors of
residents. Information regarding the current usage and user demographics was
obtained from the US Census Bureau, the NCDOT Bicycle and Pedestrian
Division, and a public pedestrian survey. Analysis of the data received is
described in this sub-section.

16
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DEMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

A demographic analysis was completed based on data obtained from the US
Census Bureau. As of the year 2010, the total population for the Town of
Farmville was 4,654, of which 44.8% were males and 55.2% were females with a
median age of 42.5 years. In the same census year, the estimated North
Carolina population was 9,535,483 and the U.S. population was 308,745,538. The
median age was 37.4 years for North Carolina and 37.2 for the United States.

In the year 2010, the town's population was distributed with 77.9% over the age
of 15 of which 17.4% were 65 years of age or older. In 2010, the population 65
years of age or older was 12.9% in North Carolina and was 13% in the U.S. In
comparison, Farmville's population is older than the state and national
averages. Figure 2.0 reflects the age demographics for the Town of Farmville in
the year 2010.

Figure 2.0 : Town of Farmville: Age Demographics

Town of Farmville: 2010 Age Demographics
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The racial breakdown of the population of the Town of Farmville in 2010 was as
follows: 49.7% African American, 48.1% Caucasian, 0.2% American Indian, 0.4%
Asian, and 0.8% from other races and 0.8% from two or more races. The racial
breakdown of North Carolina's population in 2010 included 21.5% African
American and 68.5% Caucasian. The racial breakdown of the U.S. population in
2010 included 12.6% African American and 72.4% Caucasian, which indicates
that the Town of Farmville has a greater African-American population than the
state and national average. Figure 2.1 reflects the racial breakdown of the
population of the Town of Farmville.

Figure 2.1 : Town of Farmville: Racial Demographics 2010

Town of Farmville: Racial Demographics 2010
0.8%
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B African American
B American Indian
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B Two or More

Source: U.S. Census Data
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EDUCATION

American Community Survey 5-year estimates provide data from education
levels in the Town of Farmville. In Farmville, the educational attainment for-
residents 25 years and over in 2010 was as follows: 5.6% with less than 9th grade;
14.1% with some high school; 37.4% were high school graduates (includes
equivalency); 21.5% with some college, no degree; 6.8% with an associate
degree; 8.8% with a bachelor's degree; and 5.8% with a graduate or
professional degree. Therefore, 80.3% of the population earned an education of
high school graduate or higher. Figure 2.2 reflects the educational attainment
for Farmville's residents 25-years and over.

Figure 2.2 : Town of Farmville: Educational Attainment

Town of Farmville: Educational Attainmnet Age 25+

M Less than High School

B Some High School

m High School Graduate (inc.
equivalency)

M Some College, No Degree

B Associate Degree

m Bachelor's Degree

Source: 2007-2011 American Community Survey 5-year Estimates

The educational attainment of Farmville's population reflects the state and
national levels. 27.7% of North Carolina's population and 28.6% of the U.S.
population of 25 years and over are high school graduates (including
equivalency) without further education. 84.1% of the state's population and
85.4% of the country’'s population attained at least high school graduation or
higher. Comparatively, Farmville has a higher proportion of high school
graduates (including equivalency) without further education, but a slightly lower
proportion of people with high school graduation or higher.



EMPLOYMENT

An economic analysis was completed using 2007-2011 American Community
Survey 5-year estimates. Farmville's population 16 years and over was estimated
to be 3,588 people. 2,157 people are in the civilian labor force (60.1% of possible
labor force), of which 1,936 (54.0%) are employed and 221 (6.2%) are
unemployed. 15 people are in the armed forces.

Employment can be broken down into occupations based on the employed
civilian population 16 years and over. Figure 2.3 illustrates Farmville's occupation

types

Figure 2.3 : Town of Farmville: Occupation Types

Town of Farmville: Occupation Types
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Source: 2007-2011 American Community Survey 5-year Estimates
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Figure 2.4 illustrates Farmville's employment industries by population. In Farmville,
the Education Services, Health Care, and Social Assistance industry had the
largest number of employees at 518, followed by Manufacturing at 387 and
Retail Trade at 251. In Farmville, 59.7% of the employed population worked in
one of these three industries.

Figure 2.4 : Town of Farmville: Employment Industry by Population
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INCOME

According to the 2007-2011 American Community Survey 5-year estimates, 2,036
households were listed in the Town of Farmville. Farmville's median household
income was $26,893 and the median family income was $48,672. Farmville’s
median incomes are significantly less than the state and national averages. The
North Carolina median household income was $46,291 and the median family
income was $57,171. The U.S. median household income was $52,762 and the
median family income was $64,293. Figure 2.5 illustrates income medians in
Farmville.

Figure 2.5 : Town of Farmville: Income Medians

Town of Farmville: Income Medians

$60,000
48,672
$50,000 >
(]
£ $26,893 529,364
§ $30,000 $22,572
~ $20,000 -
$10,000 -
$-
Median Household Median Family Median Full-Time, Median Full-Time, Median Income for
Year-Round Males Year-Round Workers
Females

Household Type

Source: 2007-2011 American Community Survey 5-year Estimates

Farmville's full-time, year-round workers earned $36,448 for males and $29,364 for
females. The per capita income for Farmville was $22,572. Farmville’s per capita-
income was less than that of the state and nation with $25,256 in North Carolina
and $27,915 in the United States. 25.5% of Farmville's families were below the
poverty line, including 45.7% of those with related children under 18 years and
55.2% with related children under 5 years. The population below the poverty line
of the state and nation is significantly less than that of Farmville with 11.8% in
North Carolina and 10.5% in the United States.
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VEHICLES

Approximately eighty percent (84.6%) of Farmville's households have at least
one motor vehicle. Of the occupied housing units (total 2,036), 15.2% have no
vehicle, 41.7% have one vehicle, 29.2% have two vehicles, and 14.0% have three
or more vehicles. Farmville's population does not use mass public transportation.

Figure 2.6 : Town of Farmville: Work Commute Method
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Figure 2.6 illustrates the methods of transportation for working residents (16 years
and over) of Farmville. A large maijority of employed residents (71%) drive alone
to work in their own vehicle. 0% drove a car, fruck, or van to work. 6% walked
to work. The mean travel time to work was 19.4 minutes. Considering the gap
between the 9% that walk to work from home and the 15.2% of households
without vehicles, employment opportunities may depend on vehicle ownership.



PUBLIC SURVEY SUMMARY

Public input for the Pedestrian plan was solicited through online and hard copy
surveys. The survey was made available through the Town's website. Hard copies
of the survey were made available at numerous locations throughout Farmville,
including Town Hall, Farmville Public Library, Piggly Wiggly, Farmville Internal
Medicine, and Offices of Drs. Warren & Hardee. Citizens in Farmville were
nofified of the survey through the local newspaper, the Town's website, and a
display at a local event.

Most respondents felt that current walking conditions in Farmville are fair, with
improvements to walkability being seen as important for the community. Most
respondents reported walking in Farmville, either for recreation or by necessity,
at least a few times a week. Results also showed that if more pedestrian facilities
(sidewalks, trails, corridors) were available, citizens would be more likely to walk
more often than they currently do.

Respondents said they would support public funds being used for pedestrian
improvements. The maijority of these respondents preferred to see State and
Federal as well as Safe Routes to School funds used to fund improvements. The
lack of sidewalks and trails, accompanied with automobile traffic, speeding,
and aggressive motorist were all reasons listed by respondents that discouraged
them from walking. Most likely in part because of these concerns, Greenways
and Side Use Paths, both of which keep pedestrians away from motorist, were
the top choices among the facilities that funding should be spent on.

Among the top corridors respondents would like to see pedestrian facilities or
improvements were the completion of sidewalk along Church Street toward the
Methodist Church; completion of sidewalk along Main Street all the way to
Marlboro (US 264 ALT); and Grimmersburg to Wilson Streets. Locations that lead
to or surround the Town Common as well as recreation facilities were also
reported as areas needing facilities or improvements. The desire to connect to
these recreation facilities are likely due in part to the publics top reasons for
walking, which were recreation and increased health benefit.

Survey responses were the highest among those aged 20 to 39 and those age
50 and above, with each group making up roughly 45% of the respondents.
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LOCAL PEDESTRIAN CRASH DATA

The Town of Farmville pedestrian crash data was analyzed using the NCDOT's
web-based Pedestrian crash database. This data was created by the UNC
Highway Safety Research Center from all reported pedestrian-motor vehicle
crashes within Farmville from 1998-2010. The data was analyzed to determine
trends and to identify the high-risk areas of Farmville.

During the thirteen-year period, The Town of Farmville experienced nineteen (19)
reported pedestrian-motor vehicle crashes. 1.9 pedestrian-motor vehicle
crashes occurred per year on average. Figure 2.7 shows the distribution of
crashes by year from 1998 to 2010.

Figure 2.7: Town of Farmville Pedestrian Crashes by Year
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Characteristics of crash data were reviewed to determine locations and results
of the crashes.

84% or sixteen (16) out of nineteen (19) of the reported pedestrian-motor vehicle
crashes occurred on a local street. The crash data indicates the need for
additional safety measures such as pedestrian visibility, enforcement, additional
signage, and driveway imp