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• Welcome & Key Findings –
Bobby Walston

• Methodology – Daniel Findley
• Promoting Your Impacts 

Locally – Marcus Thompson
• Q&A – Bobby Walston

AGENDA
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Report findings embargoed until Monday Jan. 9, 8 a.m.

Key Findings: $72 Billion N.C. Airport Economic Impact Annually
− 11% of North Carolina’s GDP



Report Highlights N.C. Airport Impacts 

2023 State of Aviation Briefing
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• Airport Infrastructure
• Airport Activity
• Support Industries
• Aviation Sectors
• Aerospace Manufacturing
• Aerospace Maintenance, Repair and 

Overhaul
• Aviation Higher Education 
• Uncrewed Aircraft Systems

Aviation Assets & Activity Showcased

Rocky-Mount Wilson Regional Airport cargo operation
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• Analysis based on 2021 airport data from 
airport surveys and Federal Aviation 
Administration 

• Commercial service airport contributions 
based on:

o Impacts of business and leisure travelers 
o On-airport jobs, income and spending 

by tenants
o Spending on capital projects and 

operations 
• General aviation airport analysis based on:

o Jobs supported by the airport directly
o Jobs supported by businesses that rely 

on the airport
o Impact of visitors

Impact Study Methodology

Concord-Padgett Regional Airport taxiway project
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Crunching the Numbers



IMPLAN Economic Modeling Calculates Impacts
Based on Airport and User Data

2023 State of Aviation Briefing
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• Commercial service 
operations plummet 
during 2020 because 
of COVID impacts

2023 State of Aviation Briefing

Source: Federal Aviation Administration Traffic Flow Management System Counts, 2022 9

• General aviation 
operations mostly 
hold steady due to 
private aircraft traffic



Data quality

• Your survey responses make a huge difference! 

COVID

• Commercial passenger service fell sharply in 2020, 
rebounding in mid-2021

Methodology changes:

• Considered statewide impact of travelers/workers

Inflation (~11% Jan 2019-Dec 2021) and rising productivity

• Cost of jobs and services climbed despite job losses
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Factors affecting airport economic impacts
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With inflation and rising productivity,  output can rise
even when job numbers fall.

2023 State of Aviation Briefing

Example impact of inflation based on prices within N.C. manufacturing sector Jan 2019-Jan 2022. Output varies by sector.

2019 
Production

2021 
Production

$224M
Economic

Output

$237.5M
Economic

Output

100 Workers

95 Workers
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Friday, January 6
• Campaign toolkit distributed
• Airport managers briefed

Monday, January 9
• Website goes lives with report and related materials – see 

ncdot.gov/aviation banner for link 
• Report released to media and stakeholder lists 
• Social media campaign launches: #StateOfAviation 

Ongoing
• 20 hard copies of the report mailed to airports in January
• Ongoing presentations and distribution to key stakeholders 
• Social media campaign with posts on all 72 airports’ impacts
• 2022 year-in-review airport projects slideshow

2023 Outreach Campaign Launches Monday
2023 State of Aviation Briefing

Report your results on the Outreach Campaign Dashboard:  tinyurl.com/2023AviationOutreachDashboard

Example NCDOT social media post



• N.C. General Assembly members and staff

• N.C.’s Congressional delegation and staff

• Economic development partners (city, county, 
private)

• Local government officials

• University and community college leadership

• Aviation- and aerospace-related companies and 
supply chains

• Drone community, public and private partners 

• Flying public

• General public 

Key Airport Stakeholders

Wilmington International Airport terminal building
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State of Aviation

Video

Outreach Toolkit

Brochure News Release Talking Points

Filed Flight Plans Data
go.ncsu.edu/ncairports

Customizable
Presentation

Airport Fact 
Sheets/Posters

2023 State of Aviation Briefing

REPORT & VIDEO: www.ncdot.gov/aviation
TOOLKIT: connect.ncdot.gov/municipalities/ State-Airport-Aid/Pages/default.aspx
CONTACT: Amanda Conner, aconner1@ncdot.gov



Jan. 6
• Prepare your talking points ( impact data, quote…)

Jan. 9
• Forward the report and news release to your contacts:  

• Board and government officials
• Your aviation community

• Contact local media to alert them about the release
• Provide your local impact figures
• Be prepared to give them a quote and talk about where 

your key impacts come from
• Post on social media with the hashtag #StateOfAviation 
• Post the report, video and fact sheet on your website home 

page or under an Economic Impact tab
Ongoing

• Seek out opportunities to present to key stakeholders
• Track campaign results on the Outreach Dashboard!

Promoting Airport Impacts Locally
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Example Filed Flight Plan Animation

2023 State of Aviation Briefing

Contact: Daniel_Findley@ncsu.edu
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Capturing Campaign Reach and Impact
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Track and view outreach results on the Campaign Dashboard at: tinyurl.com/2023SoADashboard



1. How have you shared your impacts in 
the past that worked well?

2. What else can we do to support your 
outreach? 

DISCUSSION
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Q&A

2023 State of Aviation Briefing
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 Toolkit of materials emailed this 
morning, posted to Connect site 
Monday

• Monday, Jan. 9:
• Website live
• NCDOT press release issued
• Collaborative campaign begins

• 20 printed brochures mailed to you 
• Ongoing outreach 
• Campaign results tracked on the 

Dashboard

Next Steps

20

2023 State of Aviation Briefing

Davidson County Airport cross-interstate approach lighting



@ncaviation @ NCDivisionOfAviation

NCDOT

ncaviation

Contact Us

ncdot_comm NCDOTcommunications

ncdot.gov/aviation

Amanda Conner
919 618 2051 | aconner1@ncdot.gov
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Thanks for all you do to create a strong
aviation economy for North Carolina! 
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