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Talent fuels North Carolina’s aviation sector. North 
Carolina’s public airports helped inspire the next 
generation of talent to pursue careers in aviation 
during summer 2024 by hosting aviation-focused 
Aviation Career Education (ACE) Academies for 
elementary, middle and high school students.

The N.C. Department of Transportation (NCDOT) 
Division of Aviation supports these summer 
academies with technical assistance, presentations 
and funding of up to $3,000 per academy.

The seven public airports hosting academies in 2024 
exposed a diverse mix of more than 260 students 
from across the state to career opportunities in 
the rapidly changing world of air transportation.

Students got back-stage passes to their local 
airports and the companies that operate on them. 
They learned about aviation careers from local 
pilots, air traffic controllers, civil air patrol members, 
manufacturers and military and civilian aircraft 
mechanics. They sat inside aircraft cockpits and 
took the controls of aircraft simulators. They learned 
flight theory and how to interpret weather.

NCDOT Aviation staff showcased aviation 
career and education opportunities in North 
Carolina for students at each academy and 
offered hands-on drone demonstrations. 
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Thank you
NCDOT Aviation extends its deep 
appreciation to North Carolina State 
University’s Institute for Transportation 
Research and Education for 
providing career education and 
drone demonstration support for 
the 2024 ACE Academy Program.
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North Carolina Department of Transportation

1050 Meridian Drive, Morrisville, NC 27560

 919-814-0550         ncdot.gov/aviation

The N.C. Department of Transportation Division of Aviation promotes the 
economic well-being of North Carolina by developing a safe and robust air 

transportation system. Its Aviation Career Education (ACE) Academy Program 
seeks to inspire the next generation of talent to pursue aviation careers.

NCDOT Division of Aviation@NCDivisionofAviation ncaviation @NCAviation


