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Policy Manual

General

A.

Overview

The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT), in the public interest, is
responsible for maintaining the right-of-way of highways under its jurisdiction, as
necessary, to preserve the integrity, visual quality, operational safety, and function of the
highway facility.

The NCDOT has various degrees of authority to manage the accommodation of utilities on
highway right-of-ways, and the utility owners also have various degrees of authority to
install and maintain their lines and facilities on the right-of-way of public roads and streets.
Since the location and installation of these utility facilities may impact the highway right-of-
way, it is necessary that these installations conform to sound engineering principles and
related requirements and be authorized by NCDOT.

The demand for usage of NCDOT highway right-of-ways has continued to increase over
time. The presence of a utility within the right-of-way may significantly impact proposed
highway construction if its facilities have to be relocated. The following policies were
established in an effort to regulate highway right-of-way usage. These policies specify the
conditions under which existing, proposed, adjusted, or relocated utilities may be
accommodated. Although the NCDOT strives to accommodate utility facilities whenever
possible, the authorized use and occupancy of highway right-of-way for non-highway
purposes is subordinate to the primary interests and safety of the traveling public. In
addition, NCDOT encourages the collaboration, cooperation and joint use between
various utilities to be placed within the highway right-of-way.

The NCDOT uses the regulations of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) under
23 CFR 645B for the accommaodation of utilities within all NCDOT rights of way except as
otherwise noted in these policies.

Utility Accommodation Policy Purpose

1. This policy prescribes regulation and accommodation requirements for utility
facilities along, across, or on highway right-of-way under the jurisdiction of the NCDOT.

2. This policy applies to all public and private utilities, as well as to all existing utility
facilities relocated, replaced, retained, or adjusted, and to new utility facilities installed on
NCDOT right-of-way, including those needed for highway purposes (such as for lighting,
rest areas, or weigh stations).
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