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Throughout this presentation, subjects for which training 
materials are available or where help is on the way will have 
this symbol:
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Purpose
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• Shift CE Management from Central Units to Divisions
• Programmatic Agreement
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NON-MERGER PROJECTS

Federal Highway Administration
North Carolina Division

Planning & Program Development

George Hoops, P.E. Planning & Program Development Manager Statewide 919-747-7022

Bill Marley Planning & Environment Specialist Divisions 1, 2, & 4 919-747-7028

Eddie Dancausse Air Quality, Planning, & Environment Engineer Division 5 919-747-7026

Ron Lucas, P.E. Environment Engineer Divisions 3, 6, & 8 919-747-7019

Joe Geigle, P.E.
Congestion/ITS Management, Planning, & 
Environment Engineer

Divisions 7 & 9 919-747-7007

Loretta Barren Planning & Environment Specialist Divisions 10, 11, & 12 919-747-7025

George Hoops
(P&PD Manager until 
position is filled)

Planning & Environment Specialist Division 13 & 14 919-747-7022
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MERGER PROJECTS

Federal Highway Administration
North Carolina Division

Preconstruction & Environment

Clarence Coleman, P.E. Preconstruction & Environment Director Statewide 919-747-7014

Ron Lucas, P.E. Environment Engineer Divisions 1-8 919-747-7019

Donnie Brew Preconstruction & Environment Engineer Divisions 9 - 14 919-747-7017

Felix Davila, P.E. Environmental Compliance Coordinator Statewide 919-747-7021

Mike Dawson Realty Officer Statewide 919-747-7009
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Agenda
• NEPA 101

• Programmatic Agreement between FHWA and 
NCDOT

• CE Checklist:  Non-Ground Disturbing Type I Projects

• CE Checklist:  Ground Disturbing Type I and II Projects

• CE Checklist:  Type III Projects

• Project Documentation and Supplemental Information

• Electronic Project Files

• Document Distribution

• Consultations

• Resources

6
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NEPA 101
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NEPA 101

•What is NEPA?
• National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

•What triggers NEPA?
• Any federal nexus (e.g. FHWA funds, federal permit, 

etc.) requires the implementation of the “NEPA 
Process”.

• For the purposes of the CE Agreement we are 
dealing specifically with FHWA funds or an 
Interchange Access Report being triggers

•FHWA NEPA Training Materials 
are available 
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NEPA 101

Under NEPA, there are three classes of action:
•Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

•Environmental Assessment (EA)
•Categorical Exclusion (CE)

•There are three Types of CE’s: I, II, and III 
where we’ll spend our time today

9
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NEPA 101

Type I and II are activities that are defined in two 
lists drawn from 23 CFR 771.117(c), which FHWA 
defined as not involving significant impacts

10
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NEPA 101

Type III CEs are projects such as widenings.  It’s any 
project not fitting the first two lists but where you are 
certain of No Significant Impact

11

Type I CEs include things like:
• bridge replacements
• construction of bike/pedestrian lanes
• purchasing of scenic easements

Type II CE’s include things like:
• construction of weigh stations/rest areas
• fringe parking facilities
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Programmatic Agreement
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Programmatic Agreement between 
FHWA and NCDOT

The agreement does the following:
• NCDOT has continued responsibility for verifying a project 

qualifies as a CE.
• Previously, FHWA often signed CE’s.  Now, in most cases 

NCDOT will be making the final approval of Type I and Type 
II projects (FHWA does not approve).

• For these Type I and II actions, the agreement also defines 
threshold criteria when FHWA approval would be required.

• Type III CEs, approval by FHWA is still required.  
• The list of approved Type I and Type II activities is updated 

(expanded).
• Previously minor widening projects, bridge replacements on 

new alignment or onsite detours were in long written form.  
Now they are also checklists.  No more documented CE’s.

• NCDOT/FHWA annual compliance review.

13
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Effective Date

Upon the signature date of the Agreement, 

January 27, 2017, NCDOT can use this format for any 
CE.

This format MUST be used for all CEs completed after 
April 27, 2017.

14
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CE Checklist Basics
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CE Checklist Form Basics

16

Current Forms
(many lists, different for each 

project type)

New Checklists
(three lists, applies to many 

different project types)
Type I -
Non Ground 
Disturbing

Type I & II 
Ground 
Disturbing

Type III
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CE Checklist Format

17

Section A:  Project Description

STIP Project No.  
WBS Element
Federal Project No.  

A. Project Description: (Include project scope and location, 
including municipality and county.  Refer to the attached 
project location map and photos.)  Note:  The project 
description should match the approved project 
description in the STIP.
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CE Checklist Format

18

Section B:  Description of Need and Purpose

B. Description of Need and Purpose
• For most Type I and Type II Projects, this can be a simple 

description (i.e., need to install guardrail for safety).
• For a Type III project, this is a more complex discussion 

covered by future training.
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CE Checklist Format

19

Section C:  Categorical Exclusion Action Classification

C. Categorical Exclusion Action Classification– Indicate:
• Type I, II or III
• A or B

• A if NCDOT Approves
• B if FHWA  Approves

We’ll talk more about this later
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CE Checklist Format

20

Section C:  Categorical Exclusion Action Classification

Incidentally, the corresponding STaRS milestones from the previous 
slides are:
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CE Checklist Form Basics

21

Section D:  Proposed Improvements

D. Proposed Improvements –

Example:  For a Bridge Rehabilitation you may select:

28.  Bridge rehabilitation, reconstruction, or 
replacement or the construction of grade separation
to replace existing at-grade railroad crossings, if the 
actions meet the constraints in 23 CFR
771.117(e)(1-6).
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CE Checklist Form Basics

22

Section E:  Special Project Information

E.  Special Project Information:

Anything that drove your project decision or drove a project commitment 
should be summarized here, for example:

• Costs
• Traffic
• Public Input
• Resource Agency Input
• Impact Summary 
• Site conditions
• Etc. 
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• This section is the heart of the form and is here to verify that we’ve 
considered a number of federal laws and in particular to identify any 
issues which might require FHWA approval.

• A “Yes” check mark will require discussion in Section G.

CE Checklist Form Basics

Section F: Project Impact Criteria Checklists



Transportation24

CE Checklist Form Basics

Section G: Additional Documentation

G. Additional Documentation Required for Unfavorable (“Yes” box 
checked) Responses in Section G

Discussion regarding all unfavorable responses in Section F should be 
provided below.  Additional supporting documentation may be attached, 
as described in the checklist slides.  This includes a summary of 
coordination activities, as well as avoidance and minimization efforts.
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CE Checklist Form Basics

Section H: Project Commitments

H.  Project Commitments

Project Commitments “Greensheet” (Section H) is a tool for passing 
along and following through with commitments made at various stages 
of a project.  They can be things like a trout or anadromous fish 
moratorium.

If no commitments, include the Greensheet with the comment “no 
project commitments.”
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CE Checklist Form Basics

Section I: Signature Page

I.  Certify versus Approved

• Under the Agreement, NCDOT has two potential actions.  For the 
vast majority of projects, NCDOT will approve the CE.  

• For Type III CEs, or if Type I and II where a threshold question is 
answered “yes” (as will be discussed later), NCDOT will certify to 
FHWA that they have decided a CE is the appropriate action, and 
FHWA will approve the CE.
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CE Checklist Form Basics

Section I: Signature Page



Transportation28

CE Checklist Form Basics

Section I: Signature Page
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CE Checklist Form Basics

Section I: Signature Page
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CE Checklist Form Basics

Section I: Signature Page



Transportation31

CE Checklist Form Basics

Section I: Signature Page
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CE Checklist Form Basics

Section I: Signature Page
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CE Checklist Form Basics

Section I: Signature Page
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CE Checklist Form Basics

What to add to a CE as an attachment

It is required to add the following to a CE:

• Vicinity map
• Any concurrence letters from resource agencies saying they agree 

with the project effects and may have associated commitments        
Section 106, Section 7, Merger

• If relocatees are involved, include the summary sheet from the 
relocation report

At your discretion you might add an Environmental Features Map 
showing a plan view of the design footprint and right of way.

No More 90 -200 page long CE’s!
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• The slides on the checklist will include:

• How to document your response for a “Yes” or a “No”

• Legal basis for the question

• Available resources to help answer the question if applicable

• If a threshold question is checked as “Yes,” FHWA signature will be 
required.

For the Upcoming Slides on the Questions
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CE Checklist: Non-Ground Disturbing Type I Projects

Section F: 
Non-Ground Disturbing Projects
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Non-Ground Disturbing Type I Activities

The following Type I Actions qualify as Non-Ground Disturbing:

1. Activities which do not involve or lead directly to construction (program activities), 
such as planning and research activities; grants for training; engineering to define the 
elements of a proposed action or alternatives so that social, economic, and 
environmental effects can be assessed; and Federal-aid system revisions which 
establish classes of highways on the Federal-aid highway system.

4. Activities included in the State's "highway safety plan" under 23 USC 402. 

5. Transfer of Federal lands pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 107(d) and/or 23 U.S.C. 317 when 
the land transfer is in support of an action that is not otherwise subject to FHWA 
review under NEPA.

10. Acquisition of scenic easements.

11. Determination of payback under 23 CFR Part 480 for property previously acquired 
with Federal-aid participation.

13. Ridesharing activities. 

14. Bus and rail car rehabilitation. 

15. Alterations to facilities or vehicles in order to make them accessible for elderly 
and handicapped persons. 
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Non-Ground Disturbing Type I Actions (cont.)

The following Type I Actions qualify as Non-Ground Disturbing

16. Program administration, technical assistance activities, and operating assistance 
to transit authorities to continue existing service or increase service to meet routine 
changes in demand. 

17. The purchase of vehicles by the applicant where the use of these vehicles can be 
accommodated by existing facilities or by new facilities which themselves are within a 
CE.

19. Purchase and installation of operating or maintenance equipment to be located 
within the transit facility and with no significant impacts off the site. 

20. Promulgation of rules, regulations, and directives (Not applicable to NCDOT).

29. Purchase, construction, replacement, or rehabilitation of ferry vessels (including 
improvements to ferry vessel safety, navigation, and security systems) that would not 
require a change in the function of the ferry terminals and can be accommodated by 
existing facilities or by new facilities which themselves are within a CE.
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• How to Document:  No documentation required.

• Legal Basis:  To ensure compliance with air quality conformity.  Also, 
if a project is not included in the STIP, it is not eligible for 
Federal-Aid reimbursement.

• Available Resources:  Live STIP –
https://connect.ncdot.gov/projects/planning/STIPDocuments1/LIVE_STIP.pdf

39

Non-ground Disturbing Projects Yes No

1
Is the project inconsistent with the State Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP)?

☐ ☐
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• How to Identify Historic Districts
• NC Historic Preservation Office HPOWEB mapping application:  

http://gis.ncdcr.gov/hpoweb/

40

Non-ground Disturbing Projects Yes No

2

Is the project located within a Historic District? If yes, 
FHWA coordination is required to determine the effects of 
the project on the district. FHWA signature (in Section I) on 
the CE may not be required (see Question 3).

☐ ☐
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• How to Document: 
• “No” – In the project file, plot project on HPO map with project limits 

illustrating no historic districts.

• “Yes – As attachment to checklist, include effects form if “No Adverse 
Effect”.  If adverse effect, see Question 3.  

• Legal Basis: Section 4(f) of the USDOT Act of 1966 

• Available Resources:  
• NC Historic Preservation Office HPOWEB mapping application:  

http://gis.ncdcr.gov/hpoweb/

• NCDOT Human Environment Section via the ETRACS System:  
https://apps.ncdot.gov/PDEA/etracs/hes/

41

Non-ground Disturbing Projects Yes No

2

Is the project located within a Historic District? If yes, 
FHWA coordination is required to determine the effects of 
the project on the district. FHWA signature (in Section I) on 
the CE may not be required (see Question 3).

☐ ☐
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• How to Document: 
• “No” – Enclose “No Adverse Effect” determination form or if Adverse 

Effect that could be resolved with MOA, attach MOA.  

• “Yes” - If adverse effect, check for coming training on Section 106 or 
contact NCDOT HES or FHWA.  

• Legal Basis: Section 4(f) of the USDOT Act of 1966 

• Available Resources:  NCDOT HES and FHWA will participate and 
concur in the effects determination

• Note:  If a gray “Yes” box is checked, FHWA approval will be 
required.

42

Non-ground Disturbing Projects Yes No

3

Does the project include adverse effects that cannot be 
resolved with a Memorandum of Agreement under Section 
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act or have an 
adverse effect on a National Historic Landmark?

☐ ☐
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Non Ground Disturbing Example

Using New Format and 
Attachment Rules

4 Pages

Under the previous agreement a 
Type I Project documentation 
ranged from:

•  Nothing at all

•  Memo in the file

•  8 Page PCE
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CE Checklist: Type I and II Ground Disturbing Projects

This checklist determines if FHWA should sign your CE document and what 
other information may be necessary.

48

Type I and II Ground Disturbing Projects
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CE Checklist: Type I and II Ground Disturbing Projects

Ground Disturbing Projects:  FHWA Threshold Criteria Questions
If any of these are marked “Yes,” NCDOT Certifies the document and 
FHWA Approves it.

If any 
are 

marked 
“yes”, 
FHWA 

signature 
is 

required
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UNDERSTANDING  AND ANSWERING    
THE QUESTIONS

DON’T PANIC
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A few questions in the checklist mention “substantial.” 
Substantial relates to context and intensity.
• Losing something unique, like the only grocery store in an 

area, may be a substantial impact.

• Losing the largest employer in an area may be a substantial 
impact, even if there are many neighborhood businesses.

• Substantial could also be used if there a greater than usual 
controversy associated with the project.

If in doubt, contact NCDOT Community Studies group or 
FHWA.

51

What is Substantial?
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• Questions 1, 2, 8-12, and 17 are all ecology based
• For every project, the Division Environmental Officer (DEO), or 

their designee, will providing a memo or report to address the 
questions listed above.

• This document, the Natural Resource Technical Report (NRTR) 
can be scaled to the needs of the project.  It could be as short as 
a paragraph or two to a multipage document that addresses 
stream and wetland impacts, potential impacts to endangered 
species, or habitat.  In some cases, specialized surveys may be 
required (mussels, bats, etc.).

• Regardless of the form of the NRTR, it should be stored in the 
project file.   

52

ECOLOGICAL QUESTIONS 
(answered using the NRTR)
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FHWA APPROVAL ACTIVITIES THRESHOLD CRITERIA Yes No

1
Does the project require formal consultation with U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) or National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS)?

☐ ☐

53

• Trigger: Adverse Effect on an Endangered Species or on Critical Habitat

• How to Document:  
• “No” – See Question 8 

• “Yes” – In Section G, include a brief summary of coordination with USFWS 
including a reference to the Biological Assessment (BA) and Biological 
Opinion (BO) and any other relevant correspondence.  With the DEO’s 
assistance, identify any project commitments belonging in the Greensheet 
(Section H). Attach the BO (concurrence) from USFWS to the CE.

• Legal Basis: Endangered Species Act of 1973 
• Protects endangered species and their habitats

• Other Agencies Involved: USFWS, NMFS, FHWA 
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• Change In Language – The original form was incorrect adding “or 
less.”  The new form will modify this accordingly.

• Trigger: Any effect on an Endangered Species or on Designated 
Critical Habitat that does not require formal Section 7 consultation.

• How to Document:  
• “No” – NRTR in project file should include listed species for the county(ies) 

and a biological conclusion for each species.

• “Yes” – In Section G, Include a brief description referencing the NRTR and 
summarizing coordination with USFWS.  Attach the concurrence letter from 
USFWS to the CE.  Include any required minimization/mitigation measures 
as project commitments in the Greensheet (Section H).

• Legal Basis: Endangered Species Act of 1973 

• Other Agencies Involved: USFWS, NMFS, FHWA

Ecological Questions Yes No

8

Does the project result in a finding of “may affect not likely 
to adversely affect” for listed species, or designated critical 
habitat under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA)?

☐ ☐
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FHWA APPROVAL ACTIVITIES THRESHOLD CRITERIA Yes No

2
Does the project result in impacts subject to the 
conditions of the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act?

☐ ☐

55

• Trigger: The NRTR identified Bald or Golden Eagle impact from the 
project.

• How to Document:  
• “No” – NRTR in the project file should note habitat or lack of habitat and 

conclusion.  

• “Yes” – In Section G, describe coordination efforts with USFWS 
referencing any correspondence and include any project commitments 
in the Greensheet (Section H).

• Legal Basis:  Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940
• Controls the taking, possession, and transportation

within the US of bald and golden eagles.  Also covers 
disturbing eagle nests.

• Other Agencies Involved: USFWS, FWHA
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• How to Document:  
• If “No” – NRTR in the project file, 

• If “Yes” – In addition to the NRTR in the file, in Section G reference 
coordination with appropriate agency and include any appropriate project 
commitments in the Greensheet (Section H).

• Legal Basis:  Anadromous Fish Conservation Act of 1965
• Protects fish that are born in fresh water, spend most of their life at sea 

and return to fresh water to spawn.

• Other Agencies Involved: NC Division of Marine Fisheries (NCDMF), 
NC Wildlife Resources Commission (NCWRC)

56

Ecological Questions Yes No

9 Does the project impact anadromous fish? ☐ ☐
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Ecological Questions Yes No

10

Does the project impact waters classified as Outstanding 
Resource Water (ORW), High Quality Water (HQW), 
Water Supply Watershed Critical Areas, 303(d) impaired 
water bodies list, buffer rules, or submerged aquatic 
vegetation (SAV)?

☐ ☐

57

• How to Document:  
• If “No” – NRTR in the project file.
• If “Yes” – NRTR will document, summary any coordination in Section G 

and include any appropriate project commitments in the Greensheet 
(Section H).

• Legal Basis:  The Clean Water Act of 1972
• Regulates pollutant loads and establishes 

water quality standards.

• Other Agencies: NC Division of Water Resources 
(NCDWR), USFWS
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Ecological Questions Yes No

11
Does the project impact waters of the United States in any 
of the designated mountain trout streams?

☐ ☐

• How to Document:
• If “No” – NRTR in the project file. 
• If “Yes” – NRTR in project file. In Section G briefly summarize any 

coordination with the Wildlife Resources Commission (WRC) and include 
any appropriate project commitments on the Greensheet (Section H).

• Legal Basis:  The Clean Water Act of 1972 
• Regulates pollutant loads and establishes water quality standards.  

Construction moratoria may be applicable for projects crossing listed 
trout streams.

• Other Agencies Involved: NCWRC
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Ecological Questions Yes No

12
Does the project require a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Individual Section 404 Permit?

☐ ☐

59

• How to Document:  
• If “No” – NRTR in the project file.  If not addressed by the NRTR, ask 

the DEO to provide an e-mail/memo that the project is under the 
threshold for an Individual Permit (IP).

• If “Yes” – Summarize coordination (in Section G) with the US Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE) to determine whether project needs to go 
through the Merger Process and/or related steps such as finding the 
Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative (LEDPA).

• Legal Basis:  Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
• Established a program to regulate the discharge of dredged or fill 

material into “waters of the US”, including wetlands.

• Other Agencies Involved: FHWA, US Army Corps of Engineers
(“The Corps” or USACE).

• Note:  An IP does not necessarily mean a project will need to follow 
the Section 404 Merger Process.
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• How to Document:

• If “No” – NRTR in the project file. 
• If “Yes” –NRTR in the project file. In Section G summarize any 

coordination with the Division of Coastal Management and include any 
appropriate project commitments on the Greensheet (Section H).

• Legal Basis:  Coastal Area Management Act (CAMA) in North 
Carolina implements the federal Coastal Zone Management Act 
(CZMA).  
• The goal of the CZMA is to “Preserve, 

protect, develop, and where possible, 
to restore or enhance the resources of 
the nation’s coastal zone.” 

• Other Agencies Involved: Division of 
Coastal Management (NCDCM)

60

Ecological Questions Yes No

17
Is the project in a Coastal Area Management Act (CAMA) 
county and substantially affects the coastal zone and/or 
any Area of Environmental Concern (AEC)?

☐ ☐
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Archaeological and Historic Architecture
Sections 106 and 4(f)



Transportation

Questions 7 and 14: Based on Section 106, the National 
Historic Preservation Act, the person making the decision on 
these issues must be a person with a degree in Architectural 
History or a trained Archaeologist.  

For every CE level project involving ground disturbing activities you will:

• Request a PA Screening through ETRACS. 
https://apps.ncdot.gov/PDEA/etracs/hes/ This will result in two forms 
(archeology and historic architecture) indicating that you either do or do 
not need surveys.  

• If a survey is required, there are potential Section 106 resources in the 
area.  Many steps of coordination and documentation will be required, 
both in the project file and as a summary in the checklist, in addition to 
possible project commitments on the Greensheet (Section H).   

62

Archaeological and Historic Architecture
Sections 106 and 4(f)
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FHWA APPROVAL ACTIVITIES THRESHOLD CRITERIA Yes No

7

Does the project include adverse effects that cannot be 
resolved with a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) under 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act or have 
an adverse effect on a National Historic Landmark?

☐ ☐

63

• How to Document: 
• If “No” –see Question 14.
• If “Yes” – Include all Section 106 related correspondence in project file,  In 

Section G, Summarize coordination with the NC Historic Preservation Office 
(HPO) and FHWA. With the historian’s or archaeologist’s  assistance, identify 
any project commitments belonging in the Greensheet (Section H). Attach the 
106 Concurrence to CE.

• Legal Basis:  Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966
• Requires federal agencies take into account the effects of their actions on 

historic properties and afford the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
(ACHP) a reasonable opportunity to comment on the project.

• A historic property is any prehistoric or historic district, site, building, structure, 
or object included in, or eligible for inclusion in National Register of NRHP.

• Other Agencies Involved: FHWA, State Historic Preservation Office, Office 
of State Archeology
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• Trigger: State Historic Preservation Office concurrence of “No 
Adverse Effect”

• How to Document:
• If “No” – In project file include either a “Programmatic Agreement Cultural 

Resources Screening Checklist” or  both Programmatic Agreement forms 
stating “No Survey Required” or “No Effect”.  Include form(s) as an 
attachment.

• If “Yes” – In project file include all relevant correspondence and forms.  In 
Section G, summarize coordination with HPO and FHWA including dates 
and references to forms or correspondence.  Include any project 
commitments on the Greensheet (Section H). Include concurrence forms 
as an attachment.

• Legal Basis: Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
• Other Agencies Involved:  FHWA, State Historic Preservation Office 

and Office of State Archaeology

Archaeological and Historic Architecture Yes No

14
Does the project include a Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act effects determination other than a 
no effect, including archaeological remains? 

☐ ☐

64
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Note:  For Locally Administered Projects (LAP), do not send requests 
through the PA Tracker with NCDOT HES.  The town should request the 
North Carolina Historic Preservation Office to screen the project.  If the 
resulting letter indicates “no surveys” for either architecture or 
archaeology, then that would serve as concurrence for Section 106 and 
should be attached to the document.

If “Yes” – process in the same way as any other CE.  Include all 
Section 106 related correspondence in project file,  In Section G, 
summarize coordination with the NC Historic Preservation Office 
(HPO) and FHWA. With the historian’s or archaeologist’s  
assistance, identify any project commitments belonging in the 
Greensheet (Section H). Attach the 106 Concurrence to CE.

Archaeological and Historic Architecture Yes No

14
Does the project include a Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act effects determination other than a 
no effect, including archaeological remains? 

☐ ☐

65
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FHWA APPROVAL ACTIVITIES THRESHOLD CRITERIA Yes No

6
Does the project require an Individual Section 4(f) 
approval?

☐ ☐

66

• Legal Basis: Section 4(f) of the USDOT Act of 1966
• Protects publicly-owned parks, recreation areas, wildlife refuges, waterfowl 

refuges, and historic sites on or eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP).  These are considered 4(f) resources.

• Trigger: Any Adverse Effect as determined by the authority with jurisdiction 
on any of the resources listed above  will result in an Individual 4(f).

• An Individual 4(f) is stand alone documentation which requires FHWA approval.

• How to Document:  
• If “No” – Section 106 requirements were addressed in previous questions. For 

the other 4(f) resources, in the project file include a map illustrating project study 
area with any identified 4(f) resources or lack thereof.  This same map can be 
used to address multiple resources, whatever is most expedient for your 
situation.  

• If “Yes” – Rely on FHWA to direct this activity. 

• Other Agencies Involved:  FHWA, Official with Jurisdiction, State Historic 
Preservation Office, Office of State Archaeology
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Questions 3, 5, 22, and 24-29 require some training 
and knowledge of the project and involve access and 
parcel-level impacts.

67

QUESTIONS  ON ACCESS AND PARCELS
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• How to Document:  

• If “No” - Project file should include summary of appropriate public 
involvement efforts and a summary of any comments received.  

• If “Yes” – In Section G, summarize efforts in public involvement and the 
nature of the issue.  You will want to talk this issue over with FHWA as 
soon as it becomes a concern. 

• Legal Basis:  According to 23 CFR 771

• If a project would normally be classified as a CE, but has substantial 
controversy on environmental grounds, additional environmental studies 
are required to determine if a CE is the appropriate document type.

• Other Agencies Involved: FHWA

68

FHWA APPROVAL ACTIVITIES THRESHOLD CRITERIA Yes No

3
Does the project generate substantial controversy or 
public opposition, for any reason, following appropriate 
public involvement?

☐ ☐
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• How to Document:  
• If “No” – If no right of way (RW) is required, simply note it in an e-mail or 

memo to file.  If RW is required, include a figure in the project file 
demonstrating of any right of way needed.

• If “Yes” – In Section G, document all public involvement and efforts to 
mitigate concerns.  If relocatees are involved, include RW Relocation 
summary sheet as an attachment. 

• Legal Basis: U.S. Code, Title 23 (Highways), Section 109 (h)
• FHWA guidelines must “Assure that possible adverse economic, social, 

and environmental effects relating to any proposed project on any 
Federal-aid system have been fully considered in developing such 
project.”

• Available Resources: Determination of “substantial” is site-specific 
and is mainly learned by experience.  Support may be provided by 
Division Engineer, NCDOT Human Environment Section (HES), or 
FHWA.

• Other Agencies Involved:  FHWA
69

FHWA APPROVAL ACTIVITIES THRESHOLD CRITERIA Yes No

5
Does the project involve a residential or commercial 
displacement, or a substantial amount of right of way 
acquisition?

☐ ☐
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FHWA APPROVAL ACTIVITIES THRESHOLD CRITERIA Yes No

5
Does the project involve a residential or commercial 
displacement, or a substantial amount of right of way 
acquisition?

☐ ☐
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• Access Control –means change from or to no control, partial control 
or full control access.

• This question does not address access management issues such as 
addition of median.   

• How to Document:
• If “No” – This could be illustrated with a plan sheet if there is one.  If not, 

Include a memo/e-mail in the project file indicating no change in access 
control. 

• If “Yes” - Include community studies screening and any required 
coordination in project file.  In Section G, document any coordination with 
appropriate Division staff supporting how the decision was reached to 
change access control and whether any mitigation might be appropriate to 
offset impacts

• Legal Basis: Potential issue for Environmental Justice, also could be 
a flag for potential controversy if there is a reduction in access.

Questions on Access and Parcels Yes No

22 Does the project involve any changes in access control? ☐ ☐
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• How to Document:
• If “No” – Include a note in the project file addressing any traffic disruption 

and your plan for handling it.  If an offsite detour is required, address 
things like:  the detour length relative to the normal, emergency services 
or school bus impacts, condition of offsite detour roads and bridge, etc.  If 
you take an action to make this a “no” such as shoring up the bridge, this 
should be described in Section E and should be considered in your 
environmental screenings as well as when as you address each question 
in the checklist in your various screenings.  

• If “Yes” – Include the same information discussed above in Section G and 
include any major mitigating items such as shoring up an offsite detour 
bridge or resurfacing a road in the project description. 

• Legal Basis:  This is based on NCDOT practice, not policy nor law.  
The Central Unit has practiced in the past under a guideline for off 
site detours for bridge projects but this was not uniform throughout 
the Department.

Questions on Access and Parcels Yes No

24 Will maintenance of traffic cause substantial disruption? ☐ ☐
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• How to Document:  

• If “No” – No documentation required.

• If “Yes” – You don’t have a project.

Get it programmed!

• Legal Basis:  Clean Air Act of 1970
• Ensures compliance with air quality conformity. A conformity 

determination demonstrates that the total emissions projected for a 
plan or program are within the emissions limits ("budgets") 
established by the air quality plan or State Implementation Plan 
(SIP). The requirement for transportation conformity is established in 
the United States Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR 93.104). 
Conformity is required for all or parts of Cabarrus, Catawba, 
Davidson, Gaston, Guilford, Iredell, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, Rowan, 
and Union Counties.

• Available Resources:  STIP and/or MPO TIP 

Questions on Access and Parcels Yes No

25
Is the project inconsistent with the STIP or the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization’s (MPO’s) Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
(where applicable)?

☐ ☐
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If you are acquiring RW 
Always Screen Parcel Data

74

Many of the upcoming questions are flagged by ownership.  If you are 
acquiring right of way with your project, always screen for who owns the 
property.  If the owner is a city, county, state or federal government you will 
almost certainly have additional hoops to jump through.
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Questions on Access and Parcels Yes No

26

Does the project impact lands under the protection of 
Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Act, the 
Federal Aid in Fish Restoration Act, the Federal Aid in 
Wildlife Restoration Act, TVA, or other unique areas or 
special lands that were acquired in fee or easement with 
public-use money and have deed restrictions or covenants 
on the property?

☐ ☐
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• What’s a 6(f) Resource?  It is a park or public recreation facility that was 
funded, at least in part, by the Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

• How to Document:
• If “No” – Email from Parks and Rec to the project file. 

• If “Yes” – Extensive coordination will be required.  Examine all alternatives to 
avoid the resource.  This will cause substantial project delays.

• Legal Basis:  Lands under Section 6(f) must remain in a recreational use.  
Land swaps are time-consuming to develop.  

• Available Resources:  
• LWCF projects http://waso-lwcf.ncrc.nps.gov/public/index.cfm

• Map Review, county parcel data
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Questions on Access and Parcels (continued) Yes No

26

Does the project impact lands under the protection of 
Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Act, the 
Federal Aid in Fish Restoration Act, the Federal Aid in 
Wildlife Restoration Act, TVA, or other unique areas or 
special lands that were acquired in fee or easement with 
public-use money and have deed restrictions or covenants 
on the property?

☐ ☐
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• How to Document:
• If “No” – In the project file, include a list or map of parcel holders.
• If “Yes” – In the project file, same as above and include any coordination 

in Section G.

• Legal Basis:  Fish and wildlife restoration lands are under local 
jurisdiction through the NC Natural Heritage Program (NCNHP).

• Available Resources:  
• Review county parcel data.  Look for undeveloped lands owned by the 

state.  If found along the project, contact NCNHP Land Acquisition and 
Grants Manager.
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Questions on Access and Parcels (continued) Yes No

26

Does the project impact lands under the protection of 
Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Act, the 
Federal Aid in Fish Restoration Act, the Federal Aid in 
Wildlife Restoration Act, TVA, or other unique areas or 
special lands that were acquired in fee or easement with 
public-use money and have deed restrictions or covenants 
on the property?

☐ ☐
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Trigger: 
Impact to TVA 
lake as 
identified on 
Division 
Resource 
Map. 
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Questions on Access and Parcels (continued) Yes No

26

Does the project impact lands under the protection of 
Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Act, the 
Federal Aid in Fish Restoration Act, the Federal Aid in 
Wildlife Restoration Act, TVA, or other unique areas or 
special lands that were acquired in fee or easement with 
public-use money and have deed restrictions or covenants 
on the property?

☐ ☐
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• How to Document:
• If “No” – Not in a county with a TVA lake, no action.  If a TVA lake is in the 

county, included a map in the project file showing no effect.
• If “Yes” – In the project file, same as above and include any coordination 

in Section G.  TVA coordination will be required.

• Legal Basis:  Fish and wildlife restoration lands are under local 
jurisdiction through the NC Natural Heritage Program (NCNHP).
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Questions on Access and Parcels (continued) Yes No

26

Does the project impact lands under the protection of 
Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Act, the 
Federal Aid in Fish Restoration Act, the Federal Aid in 
Wildlife Restoration Act, TVA, or other unique areas or 
special lands that were acquired in fee or easement with 
public-use money and have deed restrictions or covenants 
on the property?

☐ ☐
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• How to Document:
• If “No” –included a map in the project file showing no effect.
• If “Yes” – In the project file, include a map and summarize any 

coordination in Section G. Include any project commitments on the 
Greensheet (Section H). 

• Legal Basis:  Example - Stream mitigation sites under jurisdiction of 
the NCDENR, Department of Mitigation Services (DMS)

• Available Resources:  
• Look for undeveloped lands owned by state or municipality.  Review  

county parcel data.
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Questions on Access and Parcels Yes No

27
Does the project involve Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) buyout properties under the Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program?

☐ ☐
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• How to Document:  
• If “No” – Your study area overlaid on parcel (tax map) data should be sufficient.

• If “Yes” – Documentation if any ground disturbing activities or placing of fill in 
floodplain areas are required on FEMA buyout properties should be discussed in 
Section G. Include any project commitments on the Greensheet (Section H). 

• Legal Basis – To comply with FHWA policy, and the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (which established FEMA).
• “To encourage a broad and unified effort to prevent uneconomic, hazardous or 

incompatible use and development of the Nation's flood plains...”

• Available Resources:  FEMA buy-out properties are often purchased through 
Emergency Management Performance Grants or the Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program often in coordination with the County Floodplain Administrator.  They 
are often shown as municipality-owned properties in tax records. 

• Other Agencies Involved: FEMA, County Floodplain Administrator
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• De minimis is Latin for small, minimal.  So a de minimis impact is a 
small transportation use of a 4(f) resource that does not require an 
individual 4(f).

• Note:  FHWA and the entity with jurisdiction over the resource must 
be involved.

• How to Document:  
• If “No” – The project file should include an environmental features map 

showing the study area, footprint of your project, and properties labeled 
within the study area such as single family dwelling, business, greenway, 
park, etc.

• If “Yes” – Call FHWA for assistance.

• Legal Basis: Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 
1966.  
• Unlike the Individual 4(f) findings in Question 7, this question addresses 

specific types of 4(f)s that should be noted, but don’t rise to the 
significance of an individual 4(f).

• Available Resources: NCDOT HES, FHWA

Questions on Access and Parcels Yes No

28
Does the project include a de minimis or programmatic 
Section 4(f)?

☐ ☐
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• There has been a recent Division training on NCDOT’s Noise 

Policy.  Please refer to it to assist in answering this question.  

Basically, a Type I project is one that has the potential to increase 

the  noise levels for receptors, parks, homes, etc.

• Legal Basis: NEPA Implementation, 23 CFR 772.  Procedures of 

Abatement of Highway Traffic Noise and Construction Noise.  

NCDOT’s noise policy only applies to “Type 1” state, federal, or 

federal-aid highway projects. 

• Available Resources: NCDOT HES 

Questions on Access and Parcels Yes No

29
Is the project considered a Type I under the NCDOT's noise 
policy?

☐ ☐
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Questions 13, 18, 19, 20, and 21 share:
• How to Identify: Division Resource Map
• How to Document:

• If “No” – If no resources in the county, no documentation required.
If resources are in the county, save Division Resource Map showing 
project does not impact resource.

• If “Yes” - Include all of the above in the file, note any coordination in 
Section G, and include a project commitment on the Greensheet
(Section H).

83

QUESTIONS ADDRESSED BY DIVISION 
RESOURCE MAP
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Division Resource Map

84
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Questions Answered with Division Resource Map Yes No

13
Will the project require easement from a Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) licensed facility?

☐ ☐

85

• Procedures are under development for this topic.  If “yes,” heavy 
coordination is required, contact NES for assistance.

• Resources:  List of Licensed Facilities, the dams for these facilities are 
currently plotted on the Division Resources Map.  If you are within two 
miles upstream of a lake formed by a dam, call the facility to verify its 
limits.  

• Legal Basis:  FERC is an independent agency that regulates the interstate 
transmission of electricity, natural gas, and oil.  They license and inspect 
private, municipal, and state hydroelectric projects.  Structures over 
waters in the area of influence of FERC dams will require easements from 
the FERC facility. Identification of an area of influence is not always 
obvious.

• Other Agencies Involved:  Power Company,  FERC
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Lake Emory, Franklin, NC

86

DAM

Project in FERC Boundary 

Franklin, N.C.
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• Trigger:  If a bridge crossing occurs over tidally influenced or deep 
unobstructed water, then Coast Guard coordination and possibly a 
permit may be required.

• Legal Basis: Section 9 of the Rivers and Harbors Act 
• Prohibits the construction of any bridge, dam, dike, or causeway over or 

in navigable waterways of the US without congressional approval.  This 
responsibility has been delegated to the US Coast Guard (USCG).

• Available Resources:  USCG Coordination Map, Federal Aid USCG 
Procedure (under development) 

• Other Agencies Involved: USCG

Questions Answered with Division Resource Map Yes No

18 Does the project require a U. S. Coast Guard permit? ☐ ☐
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B-1234
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• Legal Basis: Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968
• Seeks to preserve and protect wild and scenic rivers and their immediate 

environments for the benefit of future generations.

• Additional Resources – Division Resources Map review, procedure 
for Wild & Scenic Rivers Act (WSR)

• Other Agencies Involved:  NC Parks and Recreation (NCDPR), US 
Department of Interior (USDOI)

Questions Answered with Division Resource Map Yes No

19
Does the project involve construction activities in, across, or 
adjacent to a designated Wild and Scenic River present 
within the project area?

☐ ☐
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Questions Answered with Division Resource Map Yes No

20
Does the project involve Coastal Barrier Resources Act 
resources? ☐ ☐

90

• If “Yes” – This may mean you cannot do this with Federal Aid. 

• Legal Basis: Coastal Barrier Resources Act 
• Designated relatively undeveloped coastal barriers along the Atlantic 

and Gulf coasts as part of the John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier 
Resources System.  These areas are ineligible for most new federal 
expenditures or financial development assistance.  

• Private developers or other non-federal parties must bear all 
development costs.

• Available Resources:  Division Resources Map



Transportation

Questions Answered with Division Resource Map Yes No

21
Does the project impact federal lands (e.g. USFS, 
USFWS, etc.) or Tribal Lands?

☐ ☐

91

• Legal Basis:  
• American Antiquities Act, 1906 (historic or prehistoric remains 

on federal lands); 
• Executive Order 13007, 1996 (Native American Sacred 

Sites);
• Archaeological Resources Protection Act, 1979 

(archaeological sites on federal lands); 
• Native American Grave Protection and Repatriation Act,1990 

(burials on federal or tribal lands); and
• Wilderness Act, 1964 (undeveloped federal lands).

• Available Resources:  Division Resources Map, county 
parcel data –usually available through online GIS

• Other Agencies Involved: Any Federal agency or Tribe that 
owns land
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Questions 4, 23, and 30
• How to Document:

• If “No” – Include appropriate screening form or memo to file in 
project file.

• If “Yes” – In addition to documentation in the project file, include a 
summary of the issues in Section G and list any mitigating 
measures as project commitments on the Greensheet 
(Section H).

92

QUESTIONS ANSWERED BY 
COMMUNITY SCREENING
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FHWA APPROVAL ACTIVITIES THRESHOLD CRITERIA Yes No

4
Does the project cause disproportionately high and 
adverse impacts relative to low-income and/or minority 
populations?

☐ ☐

93

• Trigger: Community Studies screening would identify potential 
impacts.

• Legal Basis: Executive Order 12898
• Available Resources: NCDOT HES
• Other Agencies Involved: FHWA 
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• Trigger:  Does the project reduce access to resources (churches, 
parks, stores) used by communities? 

• Legal Basis:  Executive Order 12898 on Environmental Justice

• Future training will be available   

Questions answered by Community Screening Yes No

23
Does the project have a permanent adverse effect on local 
traffic patterns or community cohesiveness?

☐ ☐
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Questions answered by Community Screening Yes No

30
Is there prime or important farmland impacted by this 
project as defined by the Farmland Protection Policy Act 
(FPPA)?

☐ ☐

95

• Trigger:  ROW acquired
• Legal Basis:  FPPA, 1981.  It states that Prime farmland is land that 

has the best combination of physical and chemical characteristics for 
producing food, feed, forage, fiber, and oilseed crops and is 
available for these uses. 

• Available Resources:  
• Natural Resources Conservation Web Soil Survey: 

http://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm
• AD-1006 form: 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb104539
4.pdf

• CPA-106 form (corridor type projects): 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/16/stelprdb104
5395.pdf

• Other Agencies Involved: Natural Resource Conservation Service 
(NRCS)
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Question 16

96

QUESTIONS ANSWERED USING
HYDRAULICS REPORT
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Questions answered by Hydraulics Report Yes No

16
Does the project require work encroaching and adversely 
affecting a 100 year FEMA regulated floodplain?

☐ ☐

97

• How to Document:
• If “No” – If your project does not encroach into a FEMA regulated floodplain, 

no documentation is required.  
• If “Yes” - include Hydraulics Report in the project file and include the two 

appropriate project commitments from the Greensheet Template in   
Section H (Greensheet).

• Legal Basis: To comply with FHWA policy, as published in December 
1994

• “To encourage a broad and unified effort to prevent uneconomic, hazardous 
or incompatible use and development of the Nation's flood plains...”

• Available Resources: NC Floodplain Mapping Program 
http://www.ncfloodmaps.com/

• Other Agencies Involved: FEMA
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GEO-ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTION

Question 15
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• Required Documentation:  
• If “No” – If no right of way acquisition, then no documentation required.  

Otherwise, include Geo-Environmental Screening in project file.

• If “Yes” - Phase I Study from pre-qualified consultant or report from 
NCDOT Geo-Environmental Unit should be included in project file.  
Section G will summarize the results of this study and any follow-up steps 
may result in project commitments on the Greensheet (Section H).

• Legal Basis: Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA).  If acquired property is 
contaminated, it becomes the owner’s (NCDOT’s) responsibility.

• Available Resources:  See attached references for request form. The 
guidelines for an effective screening are listed here. 

• Note:  It is highly desirable for each division to develop a map of 
Superfund sites within their area to assist in avoiding these sites.

NCDOT Geo-environmental Question Yes No

15
Does the project involve hazardous materials and/or 
landfills?

☐ ☐
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BE AWARE OF 
OTHER ISSUES NOT ADDRESSED ABOVE
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• Required Documentation:  
• If “No” – No other action needed.

• If “Yes” - Section G will summarize the issue or law, any required study 
and any follow-up steps that resulted in project commitments on the 
Greensheet (Section H).

• Legal Basis: There are other federal and state environmental laws 
that may be applicable to specific projects.

• Available Resources:  This question isn’t asking you to know 
everything.  It’s used to document only specific issues that arose 
during project development that influenced a decision for the CE.

Other Issues Yes No

31 Are there other issues that arose during the project development 
process that affected the project decision?

☐ ☐
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Example of a Question 31 Issue

Projects that are entirely within existing right of way 
that add through lanes would be classified as a 
Type I CE (No. 22).

• Because the project is adding capacity, additional 
studies or screenings may required:

• Air quality report (this will be discussed in 
Type III projects).

• Indirect and cumulative effects screening (this 
will be discussed in Type III projects).
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Ground Disturbing Example

Using New Format and 
Attachment Rules

22 Pages

9 Pages

Original PCE
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Actions not previously described above that do not 
individually or cumulatively have a significant affect on 
the human or natural environment.
Type III are actions not identified as Type I or II as 
described above. Projects include, but are not limited to:
• Highway widening projects that add an additional 

through lane (automobile capacity increases) and 
require right of way acquisition;

• Projects that add or modify an interchange while 
changing capacity (projects that require an Interchange 
Access Report (IAR)).
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Type III Projects
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FHWA Signature Required, No Threshold Questions
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Checklist Questions Unique to Type III Projects
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A project can have three types of effects:
• Direct impacts are caused by the project.
• Indirect impacts are land use changes that may be 

induced by the project.
• Cumulative impacts are the incremental impacts of 

this project in addition to other past, present, and 
reasonably foreseeable actions.

Questions answered by Community Screening Yes No

7
Is a project-level analysis for direct, indirect, or cumulative effects 
required based on the NCDOT community studies screening tool?

☐ ☐
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• How to Document:
• If “No” – Include appropriate screening form or report from Community 

Studies  personnel in project file.

• If “Yes” – In addition to documentation in the project file, include a 
summary of the issues in Section G and list any mitigating measures as 
project commitments on the Greensheet (Section H).

• Legal Basis:  CEQ regulations (40 CFR §§ 1500 -1508) define the 
impacts and effects that must be addressed and considered by 
Federal agencies in satisfying the requirements of the NEPA 
process. This includes direct, indirect and cumulative impacts.

• Future training will be available.   

Questions answered by Community Screening Yes No

7
Is a project-level analysis for direct, indirect, or cumulative effects 
required based on the NCDOT community studies screening tool?

☐ ☐
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• May require a “Qualitative” analysis or a “Quantitative” analysis based 
on design year annual average daily traffic (AADT).

• Projects with 140,000 AADT or more require a quantitative analysis.
• Projects with less than 140,000 AADT require a qualitative analysis.

• How to Document:
• If “No” – Include a memo in the project file explaining why.
• If “Yes” – Include copy of Air Quality Report in project file.  Copy conclusion 

statement into Section G.

• Legal Basis:
• Required under FHWA Interim Guidance on Air Toxics Analysis if the 

project has the potential for MSAT effects.  Air toxics include benzene and 
other hydrocarbons such as 1,3-butadiene, formaldehyde, acetaldehyde, 
acrolein, and naphthalene.
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Questions answered by Air Quality Report Yes No

8
Is a project level air quality Mobile Source Air Toxics (MSAT) analysis 
required?

☐ ☐
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Type III EXAMPLE

Using Original Format 
and Attachment Rules 

Using New Format and 
Attachment Rules

241 Pages

24 Pages
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Project Documentation/Supplemental Information
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Project Documentation

• Includes ALL electronic or paper project records maintained by 
NCDOT including:

• Checklist form(s), technical reports, e-mails documenting decisions 
(avoid e-mail chains), project maps/photos, as appropriate

• Key Documents should be identified

• Provide to FHWA at their request.

Project File Storage
• Hard copy files allowable, but

• Electronic files required on Preconstruction site 
making for easier review, reporting and later 
retrieval, especially if the project manager leaves 
the Division.
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Electronic Project Files are to be stored on NCDOT Preconstruction 
Project Sites

The following is a web address to a quick reference guide:
https://connect.ncdot.gov/site/preconstruction/SitePages/Home.aspx

More in depth information is available at the following site:
https://connect.ncdot.gov/site/preconstruction/Pages/Preconstruction-Help.aspx
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Document Distribution

For Raleigh based projects, distribution will continue as it has in the past.

For Division based projects, the process will continue as it has in the past 
with one addition.  NCDOT will send a notification to FHWA alerting them of 
the date the document was completed and a hyperlink to the location on the 
Pre-Construction SharePoint Site.
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Consultation

A consultation is a brief review of the CE to 
determine if it is still valid or if additional analysis 
is required.  It is not always required.  You 
determine when one is required by….
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Consultations & Reviews
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What’s in a Consultation or Review

• A verification that the contents of the original CE is still valid. 

152

• Things to consider in answering that question:

• Verify No Substantial Changes for example:
• Major Design Change
• Project went beyond original study area

• Have any new endangered species been added to your county?
• Verify that any preconstruction project commitments have been fulfilled
• Are there any new project commitments?
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choose Right of Way or Construction

Insert Description from STIP

Insert WBS #
Insert FA #

e.g. Type IIA CE   - and- date of document 

Address Major Design Changes
Address changes of Study Area
Address new Endangered Species
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Touch Base with 
these folks by 

phone, e-mail or 
face to faceChange the 

title based on 
who prepares 

it (DEO, 
Planner, PM, 

etc.) Same Person 
who Approves 
Document for 

NCDOT
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• Air quality manual
• Bald Eagle

• Census data
• Demographic tool (EJ)
• Docusign

• Endangered species by county
• FHWA 4(f)/de minimus
• Geoenvironmental Request for 

Input

• HPO

• NEPA
• Noise policy

• Noise manual
• Right-of-way Request Form
• Section 106
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Reference Materials (hyperlinks)
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Greensheet Template
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CE Examples
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Non-Ground Disturbing

Ground Disturbing

Type III
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All Resources are Available on the Connect Site at:
https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/DMPDT/Pages/default.aspx
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NON-MERGER PROJECTS

Federal Highway Administration
North Carolina Division

Planning & Program Development

George Hoops, P.E. Planning & Program Development Manager Statewide 919-747-7022

Bill Marley Planning & Environment Specialist Divisions 1, 2, & 4 919-747-7028

Eddie Dancausse Air Quality, Planning, & Environment Engineer Division 5 919-747-7026

Ron Lucas, P.E. Environment Engineer Divisions 3, 6, & 8 919-747-7019

Joe Geigle, P.E.
Congestion/ITS Management, Planning, & 
Environment Engineer

Divisions 7 & 9 919-747-7007

Loretta Barren Planning & Environment Specialist Divisions 10, 11, & 12 919-747-7025

George Hoops
(P&PD Manager until 
position is filled)

Planning & Environment Specialist Division 13 & 14 919-747-7022
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MERGER PROJECTS

Federal Highway Administration
North Carolina Division

Preconstruction & Environment

Clarence Coleman, P.E. Preconstruction & Environment Director Statewide 919-747-7014

Ron Lucas, P.E. Environment Engineer Divisions 1-8 919-747-7019

Donnie Brew Preconstruction & Environment Engineer Divisions 9 - 14 919-747-7017

Felix Davila, P.E. Environmental Compliance Coordinator Statewide 919-747-7021

Mike Dawson Realty Officer Statewide 919-747-7009

johnjamison
Cross-Out

johnjamison
Typewritten Text
Seth 
Wilcher
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jlwilliams@ncdot.gov
-or-

919-707-6178
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