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SEPA Documentation 

Requirements

Documentation for State-Funded Projects

Is project State-funded and clearly qualifies 

under any of the 29 defined minimum criteria 

as defined by 19A NCAC 02F .0102?

If YES, then proceed with a Minimum Criteria 

Determination Checklist (MCDC)
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http://reports.oah.state.nc.us/ncac/title 19a - transportation/chapter 02 - division of highways/subchapter f/19a ncac 02f .0102.pdf
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Many federal laws apply to State-funded projects
• Section 404 of Clean Water Act 

• Section 408 Civil Works Program

• Section 106 of National Historic Preservation Act or GS 121.12A 

• Section 6(f) of Land and Water Conservation Act

• Section 7 or 9 of Endangered Species Act

• Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act

• Anadromous Fish Conservation Act

• Section 9 of Rivers and Harbors Appropriation Act

• TVA and FERC 

• FEMA buy-out properties under HMGP

• And many more…..

SEPA Documentation 

Requirements



SEPA Documentation 

Requirements
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• Minimum Criteria Determination 

Checklist (MCDC) is located on 

Connect NCDOT website 
https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/Environmental/P

ages/Environmental-Compliance-Guides.aspx

• Refer to Minimum Criteria list to answer 

Question 1 for Part A on MCDC          
19A NCAC 02F .0102
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https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/Environmental/Pages/Environmental-Compliance-Guides.aspx
http://reports.oah.state.nc.us/ncac/title 19a - transportation/chapter 02 - division of highways/subchapter f/19a ncac 02f .0102.pdf
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Requirements
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If it does not clearly qualify under any of the 

29 defined minimum criteria, then look to see 

if qualifies as a Categorical Exclusion as 

defined by 23 CFR 771.117 (c) and (d)?

If YES, then proceed with a Minimum Criteria 

Determination Checklist (MCDC), but it may 

require some additional work.
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https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&SID=4416a0c7b1a59cd7d9913eb52d91d4fc&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&r=PART&n=pt23.1.771#se23.1.771_1115


SEPA Documentation 

Requirements
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If project qualifies as a CE, but State 

funds are being used, then according to          

01 NCAC 25 .0402 - SEPA is satisfied
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http://reports.oah.state.nc.us/ncac/title 01 - administration/chapter 25 - environmental policy act/01 ncac 25 .0402.pdf


NEPA Documentation 

Requirements

• 23 CFR 771.115 established the level of 

documentation required under NEPA for 

FHWA

• 23 CFR 771.117 defined CE’s

• Several federal bills have since passed 

updating the (c) and (d) lists
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https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&SID=4416a0c7b1a59cd7d9913eb52d91d4fc&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&r=PART&n=pt23.1.771#se23.1.771_1115
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&SID=4416a0c7b1a59cd7d9913eb52d91d4fc&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&r=PART&n=pt23.1.771#se23.1.771_1115
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Requirements
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Project qualifies as a State Minimum 

Criteria under 19A NCAC 02F .0102 if it 

meets any of the 29 types and classes of 

threshold of activities listed.
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http://reports.oah.state.nc.us/ncac/title 19a - transportation/chapter 02 - division of highways/subchapter f/19a ncac 02f .0102.pdf
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Is project State-funded and clearly qualifies 

under any of the 29 defined minimum criteria 

as defined by 19A NCAC 02F .0102, or by

23 CFR 771.117 (c) and (d)? 

If NO, or still not sure, 

then start with no assumptions for level of 

environmental documentation and document 

type needed 
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http://reports.oah.state.nc.us/ncac/title 19a - transportation/chapter 02 - division of highways/subchapter f/19a ncac 02f .0102.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&SID=4416a0c7b1a59cd7d9913eb52d91d4fc&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&r=PART&n=pt23.1.771#se23.1.771_1115
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SEPA Documentation 

Requirements
Determination of Lead Federal Agency

• Usually determined based on funding or 

permitting

• FHWA is generally the lead for Federally-funded 

projects

• USACE is generally the lead for State-funded 

projects requiring a Section 404 permit

• Lead Federal Agency could be another federal 

agency such as the US Coast Guard
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(https://deq.nc.gov/permits-regulations/sepa)

https://deq.nc.gov/permits-regulations/sepa
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Use CE Type III Checklist as an 

environmental checklist tool to determine 

coordination and documentation 

requirements
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Both NEPA and SEPA require taking a hard 
look at every project to ensure it does not 

have significant effects on the environment



SEPA Documentation 

Requirements

Use CE Type III Checklist

developed by NCDOT in 

coordination with FHWA to 

determine the following:

• Coordination requirements

• Level of impact

• Lead Federal Agency

• Documentation requirements

14

Documentation for State-Funded Projects

Refer to CE Checklist Training Presentation for guidance

https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/DMPDT/DMPDT Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=/resources/DMPDT/DMPDT Documents/Categorical Exclusion Checklist/CE Checklist Templates - Blank Documents&FolderCTID=0x0120001E29342A795E524996996BB734C6E0EE
https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/DMPDT/DMPDT Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=/resources/DMPDT/DMPDT Documents/Categorical Exclusion Checklist/CE Checklist Training - Presentation&FolderCTID=0x0120001E29342A795E524996996BB734C6E0EE&View={BFC488F5-7E20-450A-9B9C-9325567CF049}
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Project History

STIP U-3618 Carey Road Extension
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1981      1997      2003      2005      2007      2013       2014       2016      2017

2003

Project 

Planning 

Initiated With 

SB1005 

Funding

2005 - 2016

Project Placed On Hold Three Times Due 

To Loss Of Funding

2016

Project 

Placed On 

Hold For 

Third Time 

Due To Loss 

Of Funding 

2017

Project 

Funded In 

Draft STIP 

2014

Concluded 

Merger 

Process 

Screening - No 

Merger 

Required 

2013

Scoping 

Meeting
1981

Project Included 

In Kinston 

Urban Area 

Thoroughfare 

Plan

1997

NCDOT 

Completed 

Feasibility 

Study

2007

Project Included 

In Kinston’s 

Comprehensive 

Transportation 

Plan



Project Study Area

STIP U-3618 Carey Road Extension

Cape Fear Crossing
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Purpose & Need

STIP U-3618 Carey Road Extension
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• Purpose of Project 

Provide a direct local link between US 258 and the 

northern portion of downtown Kinston.

• Need for Project

No direct local east/west link exists between US 

258 and areas to the west and the northern portion 

of downtown Kinston.



Project Description

STIP U-3618 Carey Road Extension

Cape Fear Crossing
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• 2.0 miles on new location 

• 4 lanes, median-divided

• Partial control of access

• 120’ proposed right of way width

• Hull Road relocation

• GTP rail spur crossing



Preliminary Study Alternatives

STIP U-3618 Carey Road Extension
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Detailed Study Alternatives

STIP U-3618 Carey Road Extension

Cape Fear Crossing
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Reports and Technical Studies
– Community Characteristics Report (CCR)

– Indirect & Cumulative Effects Screening Report (sICE)

– Traffic Forecast 

– Traffic Operations Analysis 

– Traffic Safety Report

– Hazardous Materials Report

– Natural Resources Technical Report (NRTR)

– Hydraulic Aspects Report 

– Community Impact Assessment (CIA)

– Traffic Noise Analysis & Air Quality Analysis 

– Land Use Scenario Assessment (LUSA)

STIP U-3618 Carey Road Extension
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STIP U-3618 Carey Road Extension
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Project Impacts

STIP U-3618 Carey Road Extension

Cape Fear Crossing
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• 1.48 Ac. wetland impacts

• 244 LF of stream impacts

• 36 Ac. of disturbed ground surface

• 3 business relocations

• No cultural resource impacts

• $25.6 Million total cost



NEPA/SEPA Process Overview

STIP U-3618 Carey Road Extension
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Identify Purpose 
of and Need for 

Project

Collect Data on 
Project Study 

Area

Develop Range 
of Alternatives

Select Detailed 
Study 

Alternatives

Evaluate Impacts 
of Detailed Study 

Alternatives & 
Bridging 

Decisions 

Select Preferred 
Alternative

Update Designs 
and Analysis of 

Preferred 
Alternative

Complete 
Environmental 

Document 
(MCDC)

Conduct Public 
Meetings
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MCDC Content

3 pages including signature sheet

1 page Green Sheet

2 pages for description & special 

information

1 page Vicinity/Detour Map

1 page Plansheet
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Just because its not in the 

submitted MCDC 

documentation it does not mean 

its not in the Project file.
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QUESTIONS ?
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