
10_17 Determining Bridge Approach Slab Length 

 

While discussing the standard length of approach slabs with the floor there seems to be some confusion 

on how this is determine based on the Roadway Design Manual. 

 

RDM Part I, 6-6A 

 
RDM Part I, 6-1 

 

 
 

This was verified with the SMU in October, 2017. For the purpose of approving the project design 

criteria in the functional/preliminary phase, assume the following. 

 

• 25’ standard approach slabs for roads on the NHS and/or having 5,000 or greater ADT. 

• 15’ otherwise. 

• 17’ approach slabs are no longer used. 

• 12’ approach slabs are used only for box beam and core slab bridges. 

 

If there are special circumstances, coordinate with SMU.  

 


