North Carolina Highway Historical Markers Program
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1911-1988
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N.C. Born 1
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The North Carolina Highway
Historical Marker Program has
operated jointly with NCDOT
since 1935

The Highway Historical Marker
Program Advisory Committee is made
up of 10 history professors from
four-year colleges and universities




Since the late 1940s North
Carolina’s historical markers have
been made by Sewah Studios in

Marietta, Ohio. They are
handmade cast aluminum and
designed to last for generations.




Unlike most state marker
programs, North Carolina does
not require applicants to pay
any fees associated with the
application, purchase, or
installation.

The DOT provides a budget of
$100,000 per year, which pays for
markers, repairs, and replacements.
DOT Traffic Services staff install
markers...




...and Traffic Services staff do some repairs and
maintenance as time allows.




Applications
are submitted

by the public




Subjects must
be of statewide
historical

significance




: {@) 5 People must be
THAD EURE deceased for at

1899-1993 least 25 years

1 Csemtﬁ’ of%?é: before they can
1990-190x a be considered
: t Hmm for a marker
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AVA GARDNER
1922 -1990
Sl An actress in n 67 films,
¥ from 1941 to 1986. Anj¥
A AcademyAwardnominee;
Johnston County native.

B Cravesite 100 yards W.

. MORTH CARGLINA OFfiGe mmmmm




We do not

marker currently
operating
businesses—but
founders can be
considered.
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PAUL H, ROSE

1881-1955

- “Entrepreneur; openedin ':" :

Henderson, 1915, first

#in chain of discount .

stores in southeast U.S.
Boyhood home 2 mi. SW.




The marker program does not mark houses or structures just
because they are old or on the National Register.




SAMUEL CORNELL 4 Historical markers

17501781 .| generally mark people or

Merchant Loyalist, and events and often point
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fi manced construction of longer there.
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The location of the marker is also
a consideration—there may be
more than one option



Historical markers are not

monuments. Monuments 7-79; U.S.
1379'94. Colonel, 26th

iterally put people on BT T Gl et
53 B Birthplace 6 mi. N.E

pedestals in places of
power and honor.
Whereas historical
markers are labels on the
landscape, placed along
roadsides.
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1917-1982
—— Flagship of the notorious
Jazz pianist, composer pirate lackbeard. Ran
and architect of bebop. i aground and
Wrote “Round Midnight” i~

(1944). Born 1 mile S.

DOUGLAS BUILDING
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Markers tell the stories you know...




| NorTH CAROLINA :
J NATIONAL GUARD |
IMilitia Act formed thef
3 Natlonal Guard in 1903.|

| amP Rodmanff
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HIGHWAY PATROL

t. 1929 in response
E: increased traffic &

accidents. First training
:C :aol was held here;

graduated 27 offi icers.
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...and some that might surprise you




In 1767, an agent for Wedgwood bought about 5 tons of white clay from the Cherokee
Indians near Franklin. The “Cherokee Clay” was used in biscuit porcelain for 15 years.
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X-RAY :
Prof. Henry L. Smith k.
pioneered medical uses |
for x-rays. Conducted

experiments and made

radiographs Feb. 1896
in physics lab nearby. &

The earliest x-rays in North Carolina were at Davidson College—
where students broke into the professor’s lab and took x-rays,
including one of pins stuck into a cadaver thumb




North Carolina historical markers sometimes convey
reprehensible stories




When what we know about history
changes due to new information, old
markers may be updated or removed.

——



Modern scholarship taught us that the “Tea Party”
was not a party at all. ~ ~

NORTH 0ARo( 4 OFFICE OF ancuypq AND 'f RY
i

2018




7
: §
4 ‘-;

ENG AND CHANG
BUNKER
1811 - 1874

Con joined twins born in

Siam. Toured widely in

the U.S. before settlin

nearby to farm, 1839.

Grave is 100 yards W.
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} 1755 Surveyor g

jfchief justice of Gener
Court Member, colon




Because historical markers are installed in the DOT’s
right-of-way, damage by vehicles is inevitable




North Carolina’s hurricanes and tornados have
also wreaked havoc on historical markers




Sometimes
historical markers
find their way into

private hands — this

one is currently for
sale in an antique
shop in Tennessee.



In 2019 we bought some
“property of” stickers and
enlisted volunteers to put
them on the markers
around the state

PROPERTY OF THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

For assistance, please call
919-814-6620
www.ncmarkers.com



There are currently 1614
historical markers-

at least one in every county.
We have a comprehensive
website with maps, photos,

and an essay for each marker.
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ID: H-125

Marker Text:
LUNSFORD LANE 1803-1879

Enslaved. Bought freedom in 1835 An abolitionist, nationally known
orator, and entrepreneur. Wrote his Narrative in 1842. Was born
nearby.

Essay:

Lunsford Lane was born into slavery on May 30, 1803 As a
domestic slave for Sherwood Haywood, a prominent banker in
Raleigh, Lane had a constant desire to be free. So, he worked odd
jobs and saved his money to purchase his freedom. As a domestic
slave, he had opportunities that farm hands did not have. Always
emphasizing the positive, Lane acknowledged this fact: “This was a
privilege which comparatively few slaves at the South enjoy; and in
this | felt truly blessed.”

In towns and cities, the enslaved commonly worked multiple jobs
and earned extra money when possible. Lane was different,
however. He started his own “independent business.” selling
tobacco. He eventually had three branches in Fayetteville, Salisbury,
and Chapel Hill. When Lane earned his money, he saved it. He still
gusrsrheadaeiisnndeaniadainaddaaaame habits: for he.did not
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WILLIA_M CHURTON
CartographenSurveyed
Granville District, In
1749 extended N.C.-Va, )
boundary line 90 miles 5 e

Il west. Lived nearby. _ 3
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The historical marker program is a way to connect peop
with places in a tangible way




LORE

CONJURE DOGTOR

JIM JORDAN, 1871-1962, USED
HERBS, ROOTS AND CRYSTAL BALL
TO TREAT PATIENTS WHO CAME
FROM ALL OVER THE COUNTRY
TO BE HEALED.

NORTH CAROLINA FOLKLIFE INSTITUTE
WILLIAM C. POMEROY FOUNDATION 2019
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BAPTIST CHURCH

MEMBERS OF NEW AHOSKIE

CHURCH LED CIVIL RIGHTS
EFFORTS IN 1960S. EXPANDED
ACCESS TO PUBLIC OFFICES,
RESOURCES & EMPLOYMENT.

NC AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITACE COMMISSION
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J. Rosenwald of Sears and Roebuck
($700), the Black Community (5890
and the State of NC funded the orig-
inal Friendship School located .3 miles
east. During the Jim Crow Era, the Rosenwald
Fund helped build 5,300 schools from MD to TX
from 1913 to 1923. At this time, Black educational
funding was 1/4 that of Whites. B.T. Washington’s
Tuskegee Institute contributed the design. Mrs.
C.E. Spencer was the main teacher. Inspiring
generations of Black youth to pursue an education
and obtain a better life, the Friendship School
closed in 1954.
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