
North Carolina Highway Historical Markers Program



The North Carolina Highway 
Historical Marker Program has 
operated jointly with NCDOT 
since 1935
------------------------------

The Highway Historical Marker 
Program Advisory Committee is made 
up of 10 history professors from  
four-year colleges and universities



.Since the late 1940s North 
Carolina’s historical markers have 
been made by Sewah Studios in 
Marietta, Ohio. They are 
handmade cast aluminum and 
designed to last for generations.



Unlike most state marker 
programs, North Carolina does 
not require applicants to pay 
any fees associated with the 
application, purchase, or 
installation.

The DOT provides a budget of 
$100,000 per year, which pays for 
markers, repairs, and replacements. 
DOT Traffic Services staff install 
markers…



…and Traffic Services staff do some repairs and 
maintenance as time allows.



Applications 
are submitted 
by the public



Subjects must 
be of statewide 
historical 
significance



People must be 
deceased for at 
least 25 years 
before they can 
be considered 
for a marker



We do not 
marker currently 
operating 
businesses—but 
founders can be 
considered.



The marker program does not mark houses or structures just 
because they are old or on the National Register.  



Historical markers 
generally mark people or 
events and often point 
to structures that are no 
longer there.  



When there are many 
examples of a 
subject, the program 
looks to mark one 
that rises above the 
others in some way.
For Rosenwald Schools we 
selected the first to open—
Warren Grove School in 
Chowan County



The location of the marker is also 
a consideration—there may be 
more than one option



Historical markers are not 
monuments. Monuments 
literally put people on 
pedestals in places of 
power and honor. 
Whereas historical 
markers are labels on the 
landscape, placed along 
roadsides.



Markers tell the stories you know…





…and some that might surprise you



In 1767, an agent for Wedgwood bought about 5 tons of white clay from the Cherokee 
Indians near Franklin. The “Cherokee Clay” was used in biscuit porcelain for 15 years.



The earliest x-rays in North Carolina were at Davidson College—
where students broke into the professor’s lab and took x-rays, 
including one of pins stuck into a cadaver thumb



North Carolina historical markers sometimes convey
reprehensible stories



When what we know about history 
changes due to new information, old 
markers may be updated or removed.



Modern scholarship taught us that the “Tea Party” 
was not a party at all.







Because historical markers are installed in the DOT’s 
right-of-way, damage by vehicles is inevitable



North Carolina’s hurricanes and tornados have 
also wreaked havoc on historical markers



Sometimes 
historical markers 
find their way into 

private hands – this 
one is currently for 

sale in an antique 
shop in Tennessee.



In 2019 we bought some 
“property of” stickers and 
enlisted volunteers to put 
them on the markers 
around the state



There are currently 1614 
historical markers-
at least one in every county.
We have a comprehensive 
website with maps, photos, 
and an essay for each marker.



The historical marker program is a way to connect people
with places in a tangible way




