TECHNICIAN’S CHECKLIST
PRE-DECK POUR
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Dry Run Procedure for Transverse Screeds

1. Screed Rails can be set initially by measuring up a constant distance from the overhang form or the top of the side
form, but this is only preliminary. Final adjustments must be made prior to the dry run.
2. For more detailed discussion of screed setup see Chapter 4 of the Structures II (CON 815) Manual and view the
Transverse Screed Setup videos on YouTube Construction Unit Training playlist. Before beginning, at all four corners of
the screed the distance from the screed rail up to the carriage rail should be the same and the carriage rail should be
straightened (Video 1 ), the rollers should be aligned (Video 2 ), and if the bridge is in a crown section, crown can be
adjusted into the truss at this point (Video 3 ).
3. The screed should be pulled to the zero buildup location of one exterior girders. The distance from the buildup to the
bottom edge of the front of the drums should be measured. Both legs on this side of the screed should be adjusted
identically until the distance measured is equal to the deck thickness plus the buildup. This step should be repeated for
the other exterior girder. After this the screed is set to grade (Video 4).

4. Begin on one of the exterior girders. At each 20th point (or 40th or 60th point on longer spans) use the stick
constructed in Video 4 to measure up from the top of the girder to the carriage rail. The carriage should be located as
close to the exterior girder line you chose as possible and still allow for easy measurement. This measurement should
equal the calculated buildup.
5. If the buildup is greater than the calculated buildup, the screed rail should be lowered until the plan buildup is
achieved. Conversely, if the buildup is less than the plan thickness, the screed rail should be raised until the calculated
buildup is achieved. The screed rail is adjusted by turning the nuts located between the top of the side form and the
screed rail saddle.
6. Steps 4-5 should be repeated for each twentieth point on the exterior girders before checking the interior girders. Any
errors found on the interior girders at that point should be minor variations due to incorrect pan elevations or the
arithmetic difference in the plan dead load deflection of the particular interior girder and that of the exterior girder.
7. Verify the plan deck thickness from the deck pans to the finish roller and the plan cover over the top mat of rebar. The
tolerance for deck thickness and rebar cover should be +/- 1/8th inch. The thickness and cover should be checked at least
every other 20th point (or 40th or 60th point) at the center of the concrete deck panel or SIP form.
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