STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

James B. HUNT JR. DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS GARLAND B. GARRETT JR.
GOVERNOR PO. BOX 25201, RALEIGH, N.C. 276115201 SECRETARY

February 11, 1997

MEMORANDUM TO: Whitmel H. Webb, Ill, P. E.
Man'_ager Program Development Branch

FROM: David Modlin, P. E.
Feasibility Studies Unit Head

SUBJECT: Proposed Interchange Addition,
I-26 at SR 3495 ( Glen Bridge Road),
Buncombe County, Division 13
FS 9703

The Feasibility Studies Unit was asked fo investigate the potential of providing an
additional interchange on |-26 at SR 3495 (Glen Bridge Road) in Buncombe
County. 1-26 is currently grade-separated at SR 3495; however the current
alignment of SR 3495 must be improved in order to provide sight distance at the
ramp terminals. The proximity of the French Broad River and existing
development on the north side of the exisiting grade separation precludes
construction in that direction and therefore leaves a half-cloverleaf design on the
south side as the most practical alternate. This study evaluated improving the
alignment of SR 3495 within the studied interchange area and providing a half-
cloverleaf interchange on new location.

The existing distance between the Asheville Airport interchange at SR 3526 and
the grade separation at existing SR 3495 is approximately 1.22 miles (2.0 km).
Improving the alignment of SR 3495 requires that the existing alignment be
shifted to the south resulting in an estimated distance of 1.15 miles (1.8 km)
between potential interchange centers. Ulilizing a preliminary design, the
estimated distance between the ramp terminals of the respective interchanges is
approximately 3,200 feet (0.6 mile, 1.0 km).

Additionally, adjustments to an existing service road on the west side of the
existing grade separation would have to be made. The portion of the service
road connecting to Glen Bridge Road would have to be shifted to the west and



approximately 2000 feet (0.4 mile, 0.6 km) of the road would have to be
reconstructed on new alignment.

During contruction traffic, [-26 traffic would be maintained with a median detour
and utilizing temporary structures. 1-26 passes over Glen Bridge Road.

The estimated cost to provide a half-cloverleaf interchange with an improved
alignment for SR 3495 is $ 6,650,000, ($ 5,900,000 for contruction and
$ 750,000 for right-of-way). :

New access points on the Interstate System have fo be justified and receive
approval from the Division Office, the Atlanta Office and the Washingtion Office
of the Federal Highway Administration. No such approvals were sought within

the scope of this study.
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