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Us 158, Forsyth County
From East City Limits of Winston-Salem
to North of SR 1969
R-929

Project Description

'The proposed project consists of adding paved shoulders,
providing turn lanes at three locations, and resurfacing
along a 9.4-mile section of US 158 from the city limite to

SR 1971, and also constructing paved shoulders but no

resurfacing on the remaining 0.9 mile portion from SR 1971 to
a point approximately 0.3 mile north of SR 1969. Because of
limited environmental impacts, this project is considered a
federal "categorical exclusion.®

Existing Conditions

The subject 10.3 -mile section of US 158 has a 24~foot
pavement with 6 to 10-foot shoulders constructed on good
alignment. No bridges exist along this facility; however, a
sizable culvert, approximately 60 feet long, with concrete
rails is located at Belews Creek. Posted speed limit along
this section of road is 55 MPH.

At the northern terminal of the project, the adjoining
section has 2-foot paved shoulders and was resurfaced in

1982.

Current daily traffic volumes range from approximately
5000 vehicles per day at SR 1969 to 10,500 vpd at the city
limits. This traffic is expected to increase 7000 to 14,000
vpd in ten years. Truck traffic constitutes approximately 9
percent of the daily traffic volume. '

A total of 105 accidents were reported along the studied
section of US 158 during a recent 3-year period.
Approximately 40 percent of the accidents occurred at the
intersections of SR 2396, NC 66, and SR 2385. TRear end

collisions were the major contributor of these accidents.

Proposed Improvements

Proposed improvements are as follows:

(1) Construction of 2-foot paved shoulders along the
entire length of project

(2) Resurfacing of 9.4 miles of road from city limits
to SR 1971 (Resurfacing not reguired on remaining
0.9 mile portion to north of SR 1969)

(3) Addition of left turn lanes at SR 2396 (south end),
NC 66, and SR 2385
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(4) Installation of approximately 2150 feet of
guardrail at 6 locations along the project,
including replacement of concrete rails at the
Belews Creek culvert

(5) Placement at monolithic islands on 9 intersecting

roads

After construction of the paved shoulders, the remaining
4 to 8-foot earth shoulders would be reconstructed to the
existing limits, resulting in finished shoulder widths cf 6
to 10 feet. A short length of shoulders at the south end of
the project would have a width of less than the minimum AASHO
standard of 8-foot usable shouler. However, widening of the
narrower shoulders is not proposed because of additional cost
and low accident rate. The Federal Highway Administration
has approved an exception to the shoulder width policy for

the project.
Total estimated cost of the project is $850,000.
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