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Us 601

US 64 to I-40
Mocksville, Davie County
R-2243

The subject project is included in the 1987-1995 Transportation
Improvement Project for feasibility study and/or right-of-way protection.
This report provides a brief, initial analysis of possible improvements,
The project is not currently funded,

I. GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The proposed project consists of widening existing US 601 to a five
lane roadway from US 64 to I-40, The project is located in and near
Mocksvilie and has an overall length of approximately 1.7 miles.

IT. EXISTING CONDITIONS

The existing roadway consists of a 24-foot pavement section with
6-foot grass shoulders from US 64 to SR 1404 (approximately 1.4 miles).
From SR 1404 to I-40, the roadway widens to four lanes, 52 feet face to
face of curbs. The pavement appears in good condition, and the existing
horizontal and vertical alignments are good. The posted speed varies
from 35 mph near US 64 to 55 mph near the northern end of the project.

It appears that the existing right of way is approximately 50 to 60 feet.
No major drainage structures exist along the project. There is a traffic
signal at the five~legged intersection of US 601 US 64, Merony Street,
and Mumford Drive.

The development along the project is a mixture of residential,
commercial, and industrial usage with the majority of the commercial and
industrial use located at the project termini and in an area north of
Valley Drive (SR 1185). A large cemetery, which includes graves dating
back to the mid-1700's, is located aleng the east side of the project
approximately 0.2 mile north of the Valley Drive.

III, PURPOSE QOF PROJECT

US 601 is des1gnated as a major thoroughfare in the Mocksville
Thoroughfare Plan and an Urban Major thoroughfare in the Davie County
Thoroughfare Plan. US 601 functions as one of the two major access
routes from I-40 to downtown Mocksville and southern Davie County. The
1987 ADT is 7,100 vehicles per day (vpd) which is projected to increase
to 12,400 vpd by the year 2007. Approximately 10% of the vehicles are
trucks (6% TTST, 4% dual tired).

~ Town officials have indicated there is heavy pressure for increased
commercial development along US 601 as evidenced by the construction of a
large shopping center north of Valley Drive. Several motel chains have
also shown interest in locating near the I-40 interchange.
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IV. RECOMMENDED iMPROVEMENTS

It is recommended that the existing two-lane roadway (from US 64 to
SR 1404) and the existing four-lane roadway (from SR 1404 to I-40) along
US 601 be widened to a five lane, 64-foot face to face of curbs, roadway
within 100 feet of right-of-way. It is also recommended that the
existing five-legged intersection of US 601, US 64, Merony Street, and
Mumford Drive (southern terminal of project) be improved by eliminating
the Mumford Drive approach and realigning US 601 and Merony Street to
reduce the skew of the intersection. The estimated cost of the project
is $3,192,000 which includes $1,442,000 for right-of-way and $1,750,000
for construction. It appears that three businesses will be re]ocated as
a result of the recommended improvements.

V. ALTERNATIVES

There are no other feasible alternatives to widen the existing
roadway. Four travel lanes are needed to handle the projected traffic
at a desirable Tevel of service. The turn lane is needed at inter-
sections and to serve existing and future development aleong the project.

VI. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

No significant adverse environmental effects are anticipated as ]ong'
as there is no encroachment into the cemetery north of the Valley Drive.

VII., BASIS FOR STUDY

The findings contained in this report are based on field
investigations and discussions with the Division Engineer, Town -
Administrator, and Roadway Design Unit. Construction cost estimates and
right of way cost estimates are based on field investigations and aerial

photography.
WRE/sdt
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