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I. GENERAL DESCRIPTION

This is a feasibility study for a northern outer loop of Rocky
Mount from SR 1544 to US 301, a distance of 4.3 miles (See Figure 1).
The recommended typical section is a five-lane, 64-foot curb and
gutter section with B-foot berms, on 100 feet of right-of-way.
Estimated cost of the project is $10,200,000 ($1,500,000 for
right-of-way and $8,700,000 for construction).

This study is not a detailed planning/environmental
investigation. A feasibility study presents recommended cross
sections for improvements, general alignments of improvements, and
estimated cost of construction and right-of-way. This study
attempts to identify any potential environmental, permitting, or
other observed issues which deserve consideration in the planning
and construction stages.

II. NEED FOR PROJECT

This project was requested by the City of Rocky Mount in the
1990 Transportation Improvement Program meetings. The northern
outer loop is included in the mutually adopted 1985 Rocky Mount
Thoroughfare Plan, and is classified as a proposed Major
Thoroughfare. The proposed corridor would connect the Winstead
Avenue Extension north of US 64 to US 301. This would form a link in
the future Rocky Mount northern outer loop (see Figure 1).

This project will serve to stimulate economic development in
the north Rocky Mount area. An outer loop will provide better
access to commuters in this vicinity, and improve access to Wesleyan
College, located on US 301 north of the city. Industries located
along US 301 in north Rocky Mount will also benefit by having
improved access to the west side of Rocky Mount, and US 64.

A portion of the proposed corridor utilizes the alignment of SR
1539. Existing SR 1539 (see Figure 2) consists of a 2-lane, 20-foot
pavement with 6-foot shoulders, on 60 feet of right-of-way with no
control of access. Land use is predominantly industrial, with a
mobile home park at the dead end of SR 1539. The roadway serves
primarily as an access road for small industries.

Estimated traffic demand on the proposed section of the loop
for the year 2013 is 18,000 vehicles per day. The recommended
5-lane typical section is anticipated to offer a level of service D
in the design year of 2013.

The N.C. Bicycle Program has determined that no provisions are
necessary to accommodate bicycle traffic on this project.



III. RECOMMENDATIONS

A new northern outer loop is recommended from SR 1544 to
US 301. The recommended typical section is a five-lane, 64-foot
curb and gutter section with 8-foot berms. A 100-foot right-of-way
width is required, with partial control of access (a minimum of one
access point per property). Partial control of access is
recommended to increase the efficiency of the proposed roadway by
limiting the number of driveways. The additional right-of-way cost
for partial control of access is estimated at $200,000, and is
included in the project’s cost estimate. A two-lane, alternative
typical section was also evaluated, and is not recommended due to
its insufficient traffic carrying capacity.

The recommended corridor (see Figure 2) utilizes the existing
SR 1613 for 0.2 miles, then diverges eastward onto a new location
for 3.0 miles, to join the existing dead-end of SR 1539. The
proposed corridor then partially realigns SR 1539 for 1.1 miles to
US 301. The existing alignment of SR 1539 and SR 1613 should be
retained and utilized to the extent possible.

Total project cost is estimated at:

Right~of-Way $ 1,500,000
Construction $ 8,700,000

Total Project Cost §$ 10,200,000

Low utility conflicts are expected.

IV. OTHER COMMENTS AND CONCERNS

An environmental screening was not conducted for this study.
This project may require placing fill in wetlands along the corridor
shown in Figure 2, particularly near stream crossings. Habitat in
the project area is suitable to the Red-cockaded Woodpecker and
Cooley’s Meadowrue, known to occur in Nash County. Because this
project crosses several creeks and due to the wetland involvement, a
Corps of Engineers Individual Permit may be required. No historical
sites are known to be impacted; however some impact to archaeological
sites is probable in the low-lying areas between SR 1535 and NC 48.
A slave graveyard is suspected to be in this area. No public parks
are affected. This project may require approximately 10 residential
relocations.
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