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. GENERAL DESCRIPTION

This is a feasibility study for the widening of NC 63 (Leicester Highway),
from SR 1615 (Whitt Road) to SR 1004 (Newfound Road), in Buncombe County
(See Figure 1). The studied corridor is approximately 4.3 miles (6.9 kilometers)
in length. The recommended typical cross-section is a five-lane, 64-foot
(19.5-meter) face-to-face, curb and gutter section with 8-foot (2.4-meter) berms
on a 100-foot (30.5-meter) wide right of way with no access control. The
estimated cost of the project is $14,160,000 ($3,710,000 for right-of-way and
$10,450,000 for construction).

This study is not a detailed planning/environmental investigation. A
feasibility study presents studied cross-sections for improvements, general
corridors of improvements, and estimated costs of construction and right-of-way.
This study attempts to identify any potential environmental, permitting, or other
observed issues that deserve consideration in the planning and construction
stages.

Il. NEED FOR PROJECT

The purpose of the studied project is to provide a safer route between
northwest Buncombe County and Asheville. NC 63 is classified as a major
collector on the Statewide Functional Classification System. Land use along this
route is mainly agricuitural and rural residential. The existing NC 63 (Leicester
Highway) is a two-lane, 22-foot (6.7-meter) wide roadway. The west terminal is
located at the intersection of NC 63 and SR 1615 (Whitt Road). West of this
location, NC 63 continues as a two-lane, 22-foot (6.7-meter) wide roadway. The
east terminal is located approximately 750 feet (228.7 meters) west of
SR 1004. East of this location, NC 63 has recently been widened to a five-lane
curb and gutter section.



Structure Number 753 carries SR 1380 over Sluder Branch. This pipe
arch culvert is located approximately 50 feet (15.2 meters) south of the
intersection of NC 63 and SR 1380. Structure Number 753 has a sufficiency
rating of 100.0 out of 100.

Structure Number 80 carries NC 63 over Newfound Creek. This bridge is
located approximately 0.5 miles (0.8 kilometers) north of the intersection of
SR 1002 and NC 63. Structure Number 80 has a sufficiency rating of 65.8 out of
100. The bridge is 113 feet (34.5 meters) long with a deck width of
approximately 29 feet (8.8 meters).

Structure Number 64 carries NC 63 over Gouges Branch. This double box
culvert is located approximately 150 feet (45.7 meters) south of the intersection
of NC 63 and SR 1002. Structure Number 64 has a sufficiency rating of 97.9 out
of 100.

Structure Number 60 is a triple box culvert which carries NC 63 over Dix
Branch, approximately 0.3 miles (0.5 kilometers) south of SR 1305. This culvert
has a sufficiency rating of 98.8 out of 100.

The estimated 1994 average daily traffic (ADT) for the studied corridor
ranges from 6,200, near SR 1615, to 9,000 vehicles per day (vpd), near
SR 1004. In the design year 2014, anticipated traffic is estimated to range
between 10,400 and 16,200 vpd, respectively. The existing NC 63 operates at a
level of service (LOS) D in 1994 and would operate at a LOS E in 2020. If NC 63
is widened to a five-lane curb and gutter section it would operate ata LOS A
through the year 2014.

During a three year period, from February, 1991, through January, 1994,
there were 104 accidents along NC 63 (Leicester Highway), between SR 1615
and SR 1004. This resulted in accident rate of 256.8 accidents per 100 million
vehicle miles (acc/100mvm) compared to a statewide average of 195.5
acc/100mvm for similar routes. There was one fatality reported. Rearend
accidents accounted for the majority of accidents (42%). The recommended
improvements are expected to reduce the accident rate along this corridor.

lil. RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that NC 63 (Leicester Highway) be widened, from
SR 1615 to SR 1004, in Buncombe County (See Figure 1). The recommended
typical cross-section is a five-lane, 64-foot (19.5-meter) face-to-face, curb and
gutter section with 8-foot (2.4-meter) berms on a 100-foot (30.5-meter) wide right
of way with no access control. Widening would be both symmetrical and



asymmetrical to the existing NC 63 to minimize right-of-way costs and improve
the geometric alignment.

Sluder Branch would be rerouted and Structure Number 753 would be
relocated approximately 20 feet ( 6.1 meters) south of its existing location.
Structure Number 60 and 64 would be extended to accommodate the
recommended typical cross-section. Structure Number 80 would be
reconstructed as a five-lane hridge.

The recommended improvements are expected to improve safety along
NC 63, between northwest Buncombe County and Asheville.

Minimal utility conflicts are expected.

The estimated project costs are as follows:

Section One  Section Two Total
Right-of-Way Costs $2,650,000 $1,060,000 $ 3,710,000
Construction Costs $6,300,000 $4,150,000 $10,450,000
Project Total $8,950,000 $5,210,000 $14,160,000

Notes:
Section One = NC 63, from SR 1615 to SR 1002
Section Two = NC 63, from SR 1002 to SR 1004

The project costs are provided in two sections. In the event of
phasing/staging, Section Two should be constructed first. Section Two has a
higher priority since the traffic volumes are higher in this section than Section
One.

IV. OTHER COMMENTS AND CONCERNS

It is estimated that this project would require the relocation of sixteen
residences and five businesses.

No historical or architecturally significant sites are known to be within the
limits of the studied corridor.
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