
Develop Conceptual Transportation Solutions

Screen Potential Solutions
(based on community vision, knowledge

of transportation needs, and known environmental features)

CTP/ MTP Alternative and Scenario Analysis

Analyze Potential Solutions and
Land Use Scenarios, 

modifying and re-evaluating as needed 
(using the travel demand model or 

another analysis tool)

Is a Solution 
Unreasonable?

Select Land Use Scenario

Conduct Alternatives Analysis for those
solutions selected for detailed study

Will Alterna-
tives Analysis be 

conducted for 
the Solution?

Complete Analysis on 
Potential Solutions not

 selected for detailed analysis

Is a Solution 
Unreasonable?
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No*

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

Is an Alternative 
Unreasonable?

No

Yes

Is the Alternative 
Selected for the 

CTP/ MTP?

No Yes

Document 
‘Unreasonable 

Solutions/ Alternatives’

Document as ‘Other 
Alternatives Studied’

Document the ‘CTP/ MTP Project 
Proposals’ (proposals as shown on

the CTP/ MTP, for those that 
underwent alternatives analysis)

Document the ‘CTP/ MTP Project 
Proposals’ (proposals as shown on 

the CTP/ MTP, for those not 
studied in more detail)

Inputs: Community Vision/ Goals & 
Objectives/ MOEs, Land Use Scenarios to 
be Tested, Identified Problems for the LU 

Scenarios, Constraints/ Key Priorities, 
Environmental Features Map 

“Unreasonableness Criteria”
It is Unreasonable if it:

-Fails to meet the community’s vision,
-Fails to address the transportation 
  deficiency, OR
-Has an unacceptable level of 
  impacts to the natural or human 
  environment 

Criteria to Select Potential 
Solutions for Alternative Analysis

Based on available resources, solutions 
should be selected that are:

-Closest to being implemented/ funded;
-Largest in scope (highway new location & 
  multi-lane widening, and other non-highway 
  major proposals); 
-Likely to have controversy, is in an 
  environmentally-sensitive area, or may need 
  special study for other reasons

Criteria to Select Alternatives 
for the CTP/ MTP

The alternative selected as the ‘CTP/MTP 
Project Proposal’ should be the one that 

best balances:
-Meeting the community’s vision,
-Addressing the transportation deficiency,  
  AND
-Minimizing impacts to the natural and 
  human environment 

“Unreasonableness 
Criteria”

“Unreasonableness 
Criteria”

*Note: The decision about whether a solution is 
         unreasonable is made based on the information 
         available at that stage in the analysis process. 
         Even if a solution is not determined to be 
         unreasonable at a given point in the process,
         it may be deemed unreasonable after more
         information is available.

1

2

3

5

4

5

6

6

6

2

7

# = Step number corresponding to Alternative and 
   Scenario Analysis Procedure
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