STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

PAT MCCRORY ANTHONY J. TATA
GOVERNOR SECRETARY

May 5, 2014

MEMO TO:  Jon Nance, PE, Deputy Chief Engineer
Kevin Lacy, PE, State Traffic Engineer
Ricky Greene, Jr., PE, Director of Field Support
Mike Bruff, PE, Manager, Transportation Planning Branch
Roadway Design Unit Regional Managers
Richard Hancock, PE, Manager, Project Development & Environmental Analysis

FROM: Debbie Barbour, PE ’ny@&w &o&&w

Director of Preconstruction
SUBJECT:  “Typical’ Highway Cross Sections

The comprehensive planning and design “typical” highway cross sections have been updated in
response to the Strategic Transportation Investments Law (House Bill 817) and are also
consistent with SPOTOnline (used for Project Prioritization), NCDOT’s GIS-based Web
Application for providing automated, near real-time prioritization scores and project costs. This
guidance establishes design elements that emphasize safety, mobility, complete streets, and
accessibility for multiple modes of travel. These “typical” highway cross sections should be
used as guidelines for comprehensive transportation planning, project planning and project
design activities. The specific and final cross section details and right of way limits for projects
will be established through the preparation of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
documentation and through final design preparation.

Please provide this information to your Unit staff, Division staff, and to others as appropriate for
their information and immediate implementation. This guidance is intended for State
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) projects and other applicable projects. If you have
any questions, please contact one of the Roadway Design Unit Regional Managers, Glenn
Mumford, PE, Roger Thomas, PE, or Doug Taylor, PE at 919-707-6200.
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“TyPicAL” HIGHWAY CROSS SECTIONS
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