
Comprehensive Transportation Plan  (CTP)

Overview of Major Process Steps

4 Maps will be produced: Highway, Public Transportation and Rail, Bicycle and Pedestrian; 

plus a cover sheet

Highway Map Bicycle Map Public 

Transportation and 

Rail Map
Determine which 

roads to study

Data Collection: 

historic traffic volumes, 

land use planning, GIS

Project traffic volumes 

to future year (trendline 

analysis) to determine 

deficiencies

Using projections and 

knowledge of existing 

traffic problems, form 

highway 

recommendations 

(improvements and/or 

new facilities)

Inventory existing 

state and/or local 

bike routes, and any 

local bicycle plans

Determine standards for 

bike routes   

Ex: minimum shoulder 

width

If local interest/need exists, 

new bike routes can be 

studied and possibly added

Map will show existing 

routes, any 

improvements needed 

to them, and any new 

routes that will be 

proposed

Inventory existing 

facilities: rail 

corridors (freight 

and passenger), bus 

routes, park and 

rides, etc

If local interest/need 

exists, new facilities 

can be studied and 

possibly added

Map will show 

existing facilities, 

any improvements 

to them, and any 

new facilities that 

will be proposed

1 required public hearing, before adoption

Local Adoption by Municipality

Regional endorsement by RPO, State adoption by NCDOT Board 

of Transportation

Assuming a streamlined planning process, the study should take about 24 months


