
 
 

 

  

ATTACHMENT B: Letters of Support 







North Carolina General Assembly 
Senate 

523 Legislative Office Building 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27603-5925 

 
SENATOR MICHAEL LEE Office: (919) 715-2525  
7TH District   Michael.Lee@ncleg.gov  

 
       

November 13, 2023 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement- Application to Fiscal Years 2023-2026 Bridge 
Investment Program, Large Bridge Project Grants 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 

I am writing to voice my robust support for the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation's (NCDOT’s) application for a Bridge Investment Program, Large Bridge Grant 
to help fund the replacement of the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge.  

 
The bridge, serving as a junction for US 17, US 76, and US 421, connects New Hanover 

County to Brunswick County. It is an iconic fixture in our community, built over fifty years ago. 
The bridge is now showing its age and is functionally obsolete. Recent inspections highlight the 
need for its replacement. Its current state, combined with significant growth expected in the 
region, make the replacement project imperative. 

 
The proposed replacement is more than an infrastructure update. It will bring much 

needed operational and capacity improvements to meet existing and continuing transportation 
demands, as well as the region's first bicycle and pedestrian connection between Brunswick and 
New Hanover counties. The bridge is also a lifeline for the Port of Wilmington, a significant hub 
for our state's economic activities and the most efficient port in North America, according to the 
2022 Container Port Performance Index. 

 
Another notable advantage of the new design will be its environmental and safety 

benefits. The proposed alternatives and design considerations harmonize with both regional and 
statewide infrastructure development goals, ensuring sustained and efficient traffic flow on one 
of North Carolina’s key Strategic Transportation Corridors.  

 
The project is an opportunity to direct significant infrastructure investment in a 

historically disadvantaged community, with disproportionate numbers of low-income households 
surrounding the bridge. These communities face elevated natural hazard risks associated with 



flooding, and a new, more resilient bridge will serve a critical role in maintaining evacuation 
routes in case of an emergency. 
 

Projects like the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement exemplify the intent behind 
the bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act. This project is not just about improving 
connectivity but addressing historical inequities, bolstering the economy, and ensuring a 
sustainable future. 

 
We earnestly request your consideration of the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement 

application for the receipt of MPDG grant funding. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Senator Michael V. Lee 
District 7 





























RESOLUTTON NO. (20231 2317

Board of Aldermen
Town of Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina
Date: November 9,2023

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION'S (NCDOT) APPLICATION TO THE U.S. DEPARTMENT

OF TRANSPORTATION'S BRIDGE INVESTMENT PROGRAM (BIP) FOR THE
REPLACEMENT OF THE CAPE FEAR MEMORIAL BRIDGE

WHEREAS, the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge, linking US 17, US 76, and US 421 over the
Cape Fear River, has been an indispensable conduit for regional transportation and
economic development;

WHEREAS, the replacement of the bridge adds an additional lane of capacity for the
projected 94,900 vehicles per day that will travel it in 2050 compared to the 2023 base year
counts of 65,200 vehicles per day.

WHEREAS, the replacement of the bridge also adds a 15' Multi-use path which will serve
as the only bicycle and pedestrian connection between New Hanover County and
Brunswick County, which does not currently exist today.

WHEREAS, the bridge is a critical element in facilitating freight movement to and from
the Port of Wilmington, ranked number 1 as the most productive port in North America
and 44th in the world for 2022, underlining its importance to the regional economy;

WHEREAS, assessments from the 2021 Routine Inspection Report designate the bridge as

functionally obsolete;

WHEREAS, given the repeated financial investments for its rehabilitation, including
$15M in 2019 and an anticipated $l5M-$20M in 2024, accompanied by a 20-week one-
direction ( lO-weeks in each direction) traffic shutdown, there exists a pressing imperative
for a holistic solution;

WHEREAS, the proposed alternatives and design considerations harmonize with both
regional and statewide infrastructure development goals, ensuring sustained and efficient
traffic flow on one of North Carolina's key Strategic Transportation Corridors;

WHEREAS, the most recently available crash data, drawn from the bridge and its
contiguous roadways, underscore the urgency of the situation, with trends consistently
surpassing statewide crash metrics. The project is poised to mitigate these crash rates;

WHEREAS, beyond ameliorating current traffic and safety challenges, the replacement of
the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge stands to stimulate regional economic resurgence, amplify
the operational efficacy of the Port of Wilmington, and foster economic opportunities in
neighboring underserved areas;



WHEREAS, this initiative holds pronounced potential environmental dividends, including
a marked reduction in greenhouse gas emissions and bolstered infrastructure resilience
against natural adversities.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Wrightsville Beach
unequivocally expresses its support and endorsement for the NCDOT's application for
Federal Discretionary Grants for the much-needed replacement of the Cape Fear Memorial
Bridge.

This Resolution adopted this 9th day 2023

F. Darryl Mavor
ATTEST

G. Heater, Town Clerk (SEAL)
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November 27, 2023 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement – Application to Fiscal Years 2023 – 2026 Bridge Investment 
Program, Large Bridge Project Grants 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I am writing to voice Cape Fear Cyclist’s robust support for the North Carolina Department of Transportation's (NCDOT’s) 
application for a Bridge Investment Program, Large Bridge Grant to help fund the replacement of the Cape Fear Memorial 
Bridge. (CFMB) 

Cape Fear Cyclists is a 400-member local bicycle club that hosts rides 5-6 times each week. We draw most of our 
members from New Hanover, Brunswick, and Pender Counties. The proposed bridge improvements that include a 
bicycle/pedestrian connection between New Hanover and Brunswick counties will add exciting options to our club rides. 
This path will also offer a safe way for riders to commute to work, school or downtown entertainment without using a car. 
Many of our club members try to commute to work by bicycle, but our current infrastructure makes that impossible for 
those who need to cross the Cape Fear River. We are confident that a safe pedestrian bridge crossing will boost bicycle 
ridership between downtown Wilmington and Brunswick County for both transportation and exercise. 

The CFMB bridge serves as a junction for US 17, US 74, US 76, and US 421. It connects New Hanover County to 
Brunswick County; in fact, the only way to connect New Hanover and Brunswick County is by bridge or ferry. The CFMB 
is an iconic fixture in our community, built more than fifty years ago. But the bridge is now showing its age and is 
functionally obsolete. Recent inspections highlight the need for its replacement. Its current state, combined with significant 
growth expected in the region, make the replacement project imperative. 

The proposed replacement is more than an infrastructure update. It will bring much needed operational and capacity 
improvements to meet existing and continuing transportation demands, as well as the region's first bicycle and pedestrian 
connection between Brunswick and New Hanover counties. 

Another notable advantage of the new design will be its environmental and safety benefits. The proposed alternatives and 
design considerations harmonize with both regional and statewide infrastructure development goals, ensuring sustained 
and efficient traffic flow on one of North Carolina’s key Strategic Transportation Corridors. 

Projects like the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement exemplify the intent behind the bipartisan Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act. This project is not just about improving connectivity but addressing historical inequities, 
bolstering the economy, and ensuring a sustainable future. 

We earnestly request your consideration of the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement application for the receipt of 
MPDG grant funding. 

Respectfully, 

Mark Johnnie 

Mark Johnnie 
President, Cape Fear Cyclists 

 



 

November 27, 2023 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

RE: Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement – Application to Fiscal Years 2023 – 2026 Bridge Investment 

Program, Large Bridge Project Grants  

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I am writing to voice Terry Benjey Bicycle Foundation’s (TBBF) robust support for the North Carolina Department of 

Transportation's (NCDOT’s) application for a Bridge Investment Program, Large Bridge Grant to help fund the 

replacement of the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge. (CFMB) 

The bridge, serving as a junction for US 17, US 76, and US 421, connects New Hanover County to Brunswick County. It is 

an iconic fixture in our community, built more than fifty years ago. But the bridge is now showing its age and is functionally 

obsolete. Recent inspections highlight the need for its replacement. Its current state, combined with significant growth 

expected in the region, make the replacement project imperative. 

The proposed replacement is more than an infrastructure update. It will bring much needed operational and capacity 

improvements to meet existing and continuing transportation demands, as well as the region's first bicycle and pedestrian 

connection between Brunswick and New Hanover counties.  

TBBF is working closely with the NC Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor’s study group to create a culturally and 

environmentally significant pedestrian corridor from Navassa, NC to Southport NC.  If the CFMB is funded with a new 

bike/ped connection to Brunswick County, this multi-use path will bring riders directly onto the Riverwalk in Belville, NC. 

That riverwalk is part of the NC Gullah Geechee Heritage Trail.  The US Congress designated this trail as a National 

Heritage Area Program, and our goal is to support the trail’s development as a place for learning, alternative 

transportation, and outdoor enjoyment.  

The project is an opportunity to direct significant infrastructure investment in a historically disadvantaged community, such 

as Navassa, NC, with disproportionate numbers of low-income households surrounding the bridge. These communities 

face elevated natural hazard risks associated with flooding, and a new, more resilient bridge will serve a critical role in 

maintaining evacuation routes in case of an emergency. 

Projects like the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement exemplify the intent behind the bipartisan Infrastructure 

Investment and Jobs Act. This project is not just about improving connectivity but addressing historical inequities, 

bolstering the economy, and ensuring a sustainable future. 

We earnestly request your consideration of the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement application for the receipt of 

MPDG grant funding. 

Respectfully, 

Eileen McConville 

Eileen McConville 

President, Terry Benjey Bicycling Foundation 













 

 

 

 

November 17, 2023 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

RE: Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement – Application to Fiscal Years 2023 – 2026 Bridge 

Investment Program, Large Bridge Project Grants  

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I am writing to voice our region’s robust support for the North Carolina Department of Transportation's 

(NCDOT’s) application for a Bridge Investment Program, Large Bridge Grant to help fund the replacement 

of the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge.  

The bridge, serving as a junction for US 17, US 76, and US 421, connects New Hanover County to 

Brunswick County. It is an iconic fixture in our community, built over fifty years ago. But the bridge is now 

showing its age and is functionally obsolete. Recent inspections highlight the need for its replacement. Its 

current state, combined with significant growth expected in the region, make the replacement project 

imperative. 

The proposed replacement is more than an infrastructure update. It will bring much needed operational 

and capacity improvements to meet existing and continuing transportation demands, as well as the 

region's first bicycle and pedestrian connection between Brunswick and New Hanover counties. The 

bridge is also a lifeline for the Port of Wilmington, a significant hub for our state's economic activities and 

the most efficient port in North America, according to the 2022 Container Port Performance Index. 

Another notable advantage of the new design will be its environmental and safety benefits. The proposed 

alternatives and design considerations harmonize with both regional and statewide infrastructure 

development goals, ensuring sustained and efficient traffic flow on one of North Carolina’s key Strategic 

Transportation Corridors.  

The project is an opportunity to direct significant infrastructure investment in a historically disadvantaged 

community, with disproportionate numbers of low-income households surrounding the bridge. These 

communities face elevated natural hazard risks associated with flooding, and a new, more resilient bridge 

will serve a critical role in maintaining evacuation routes in case of an emergency. 

As a regional business advocacy organization, Business Alliance for a Sound Economy’s mission is to 

support public policy that attracts a mix of business and industry and enhances economic opportunities in 

southeastern North Carolina. We work daily to support and promote initiatives that facilitate growth and 

investment in one of the fastest growing areas in the #1 state for business. Replacement of the Cape 

Fear Memorial Bridge is our region’s #1 public policy priority. 



Projects like the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement exemplify the intent behind the bipartisan 

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act. This project is not just about improving connectivity but 

addressing historical inequities, bolstering the economy, and ensuring a sustainable future. 

We earnestly request your consideration of the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement application for 

the receipt of MPDG grant funding. 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Tyler Newman 

President & CEO 

Business Alliance for a Sound Economy 

Wilmington, North Carolina 

  



Potential additions to be considered: 

• The project’s potential to serve a historically disadvantaged community (as defined by USDOT 

demographic indices) and integrate with the historic neighborhoods along the river in the City of 

Wilmington. 

• The bridge's role in promoting regional economic resurgence and its importance to the Port of 

Wilmington. 

• The positive environmental implications of the new design, including reduced greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

• The anticipated improvements in traffic safety and the corresponding benefits for the region's 

residents. 

• The importance of this bridge for facilitating freight movements, underpinning its significance to 

the regional economy. 



 

 

November 15, 2023 
 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

RE: Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement – Application to Fiscal 

Years 2023 – 2026 Bridge Investment Program, Large Bridge Project 

Grants  

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

 

I am writing to voice Cape Fear REALTORS® robust support for the North 

Carolina Department of Transportation's (NCDOT’s) application for a 

Bridge Investment Program, Large Bridge Grant to help fund the 

replacement of the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge.  

 

The vertical lift bridge, serves as a major junction for US 17, US 76, and 

US 421, connecting New Hanover County to Brunswick County. It is an 

iconic fixture in our community, constructed over fifty years ago. However 

the bridge is now showing its age and is functionally obsolete. Recent 

inspections highlight the need for its replacement. Its current state, 

combined with significant growth expected in the region, make the 

replacement project imperative. 

 

The proposed replacement is more than an infrastructure update. It will 

bring much needed operational and capacity improvements to meet existing 

and continuing transportation demands, as well as the region's first bicycle 

and pedestrian connection between Brunswick and New Hanover counties. 

The bridge is also a lifeline for the Port of Wilmington, a significant hub for 

our state's economic activities and the most efficient port in North America, 

according to the 2022 Container Port Performance Index. 

 

Another notable advantage of the new design will be its environmental and 

safety benefits. The proposed alternatives and design considerations 

harmonize with both regional and statewide infrastructure development 

goals, ensuring sustained and efficient traffic flow on one of North 

Carolina’s key Strategic Transportation Corridors.  

 

The project is an opportunity to direct significant infrastructure investment 

in a historically disadvantaged community, with disproportionate numbers 

of low-income households surrounding the bridge. These communities face 

elevated natural hazard risks associated with flooding, and a new, more 

resilient bridge will serve a critical role in maintaining evacuation routes in 

case of an emergency. 

 

Projects like the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement exemplify the 

intent behind the bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act. This 

project is not just about improving connectivity but addressing historical 

inequities, bolstering the economy, and ensuring a sustainable future. 

We earnestly request your consideration of the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge 

Replacement application for the receipt of MPDG grant funding. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

  
Steve Mitchell 

2023 CFR President 

     
            

 
 
 
President 
Steve Mitchell, CCIM, ICSC 

 
President-Elect 
Amanda Parmer, ABR, C2EX 

 
Vice President 
Brittany Allen, C2EX 

 
Past President 
Ea Ruth, AHWD, C2EX, GRI, SFR, 
SRES 

 
RCASENC 
Kelly Stuart, RCA President 
Nicholas Silivanch, RCA President-Elect 

 
CFR DIRECTORS 
 
Term Expires 2023 
Grayson Powell 
Chris Royal, GRI 
David Small 
 
Term Expires 2024 
Onyx Martin, Regional Director 
Cynthia Remahl, SFR 
Patrice Willetts, ABR, AHWD, C2EX, 
GRI, SRES, SRS, SFR 
 
Term Expires 2025 
Clayton Hamerski, AHWD, E-PRO, PSA 
Eric Knight, WHS 
Manda Price 
 
Chief Executive Officer 
Anne Gardner, MBA, CAE, RCE 

 
Organized 
February 16, 1922 
 

Chartered 
June 2, 1924 
 

Location 

1826 Sir Tyler Drive, Suite 100 
Wilmington, NC 28405 
Phone (910) 762-7400 
Fax (910) 762-9860 



From: Howell, Trace R
To: Dayton, Jeffrey; Maletsky, Kiernan; Belk, Gretchen V
Cc: Melvin, Caitlin M
Subject: FW: [External] RE: Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement – Application to Fiscal Years 2023 – 2026 Bridge

Investment Program, Large Bridge Project Grants
Date: Monday, November 20, 2023 10:49:16 AM

CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Please see below letter of support from The BDK Management Group Inc.
 
Trace
 

From: Brandon & Deena Korman <tscwilmington@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, November 20, 2023 9:06 AM
To: Howell, Trace R <trhowell1@ncdot.gov>
Cc: Natalie English <english@wilmingtonchamber.org>; Megan Mullins
<mullins@wilmingtonchamber.org>
Subject: [External] RE: Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement – Application to Fiscal Years 2023 –
2026 Bridge Investment Program, Large Bridge Project Grants
 
CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the
Report Message button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab.

 
November 27, 2023
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement – Application to Fiscal Years 2023 – 2026 Bridge
Investment Program, Large Bridge Project Grants

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
I am writing to voice my robust support for the North Carolina Department of
Transportations (NCDOT’s) application for a Bridge Investment Program, Large Bridge Grant to help
fund the replacement of the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge.

The bridge, serving as a junction for US 17, US 76, and US 421, connects New Hanover County to
Brunswick County. It is an iconic fixture in our community, built over fifty years ago. But the bridge is
now showing its age and is functionally obsolete. Recent inspections highlight the need for its
replacement. Its current state, combined with significant growth expected in the region, make the
replacement project imperative.

The proposed replacement is more than an infrastructure update. It will bring much-needed

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=USER119023FF
mailto:jeffrey.dayton@hdrinc.com
mailto:Kiernan.Maletsky@hdrinc.com
mailto:gvbelk@ncdot.gov
mailto:cmmelvin@ncdot.gov


operational and capacity improvements to meet existing and continuing transportation demands, as
well as the region's first bicycle and pedestrian connection between Brunswick and New Hanover
counties. The bridge is also a lifeline for the Port of Wilmington, a significant hub for our state's
economic activities and the most efficient port in North America, according to the 2022 Container
Port Performance Index.

Another notable advantage of the new design will be its environmental and safety benefits. The
proposed alternatives and design considerations harmonize with both regional and statewide
infrastructure development goals, ensuring sustained and efficient traffic flow on one of North
Carolina’s key Strategic Transportation Corridors.

A new, more resilient bridge will serve a critical role in maintaining evacuation routes in case of an
emergency.

Projects like the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement exemplify the intent behind the bipartisan
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act. This project is not just about improving connectivity but
addressing historical inequities, bolstering the economy, and ensuring a sustainable future.

I earnestly request your consideration of the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement application
for the receipt of MPDG grant funding.

Respectfully,

Brandon Korman
 
--

Brandon and Deena Korman
The BDK Management Group Inc.
Co-owners
P. 516-655-4010
tscwilmington@gmail.com
tscwilmcatering@gmail.com
tropicalsmoothiecafe.com
 

 
Facebook: Facebook
Twitter: Twitter
Instagram: Instagram
Pinterest: Pinterest
LinkedIn: LinkedIn

mailto:tscwilmington@gmail.com
mailto:tscwilmcatering@gmail.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftropicalsmoothiecafe.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKiernan.Maletsky%40hdrinc.com%7C5949b9776e17412aa08e08dbe9e03e37%7C3667e201cbdc48b39b425d2d3f16e2a9%7C0%7C0%7C638360921559029747%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8cToaraX%2BxXc%2Bw%2F6329NN71QXIsy9pVjJGvPQNEf1IQ%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Ftscwilmington&data=05%7C01%7CKiernan.Maletsky%40hdrinc.com%7C5949b9776e17412aa08e08dbe9e03e37%7C3667e201cbdc48b39b425d2d3f16e2a9%7C0%7C0%7C638360921559029747%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XYGLqZ6FNOd%2FoCsgO5OjwcCZQIdTWpI4fb3%2FgNVzrMI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Finstagram.com%2Ftscwilmington&data=05%7C01%7CKiernan.Maletsky%40hdrinc.com%7C5949b9776e17412aa08e08dbe9e03e37%7C3667e201cbdc48b39b425d2d3f16e2a9%7C0%7C0%7C638360921559029747%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dYxt1l%2FkqeYyorGUazdjEmXWju050D1%2FP0qyLrWsp5c%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fprofile%2Fview%3Fid%3D339122245%26authType%3DNAME_SEARCH%26authToken%3DXptq%26locale%3Den_US%26srchid%3D3391222451401969454119%26srchindex%3D3%26srchtotal%3D5%26trk%3Dvsrp_people_res_name%26trkInfo%3DVSRPsearchId%253A3391222451401969454119%252CVSRPtargetId%253A339122245%252CVSRPcmpt%253Aprimary&data=05%7C01%7CKiernan.Maletsky%40hdrinc.com%7C5949b9776e17412aa08e08dbe9e03e37%7C3667e201cbdc48b39b425d2d3f16e2a9%7C0%7C0%7C638360921559186013%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1kfmacHchD4%2Bc%2Bg0gskDb8y2KA2rrVli7pTtXMvK2BQ%3D&reserved=0


Email correspondence to and from this sender is subject to the N.C. Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties.



November 17, 2023 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

RE: Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement – Application to Fiscal Years 2023 – 2026 Bridge 

Investment Program, Large Bridge Project Grants  

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I am writing to voice my support for the North Carolina Department of Transportation's (NCDOT’s) 

application for a Bridge Investment Program, Large Bridge Grant to help fund the replacement of the 

Cape Fear Memorial Bridge.  

The bridge serves US 17, US 76, and US 421, connects New Hanover County to Brunswick County. It 

was built over fifty years ago. I served on the Department of Transportation Board (under Governor Jim 

Hunt) and it was a grade F (over 16 years ago) Our region is growing so fast and the bridge is so old we 

make the replacement project imperative. 

The proposed replacement is more than an infrastructure update. It will bring much needed operational 

and capacity improvements to meet existing and continuing transportation demands, as well as the 

region's first bicycle and pedestrian connection between Brunswick and New Hanover counties.  

Potential additions to be considered: 

• The project’s potential to serve a historically disadvantaged community (as defined by USDOT 

demographic indices) and integrate with the historic neighborhoods along the river in the City of 

Wilmington. 

• The bridge's role in promoting regional economic resurgence and its importance to the Port of 

Wilmington. 

• The positive environmental implications of the new design, including reduced greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

• The anticipated improvements in traffic safety and the corresponding benefits for the region's 

residents. 

• The importance of this bridge for facilitating freight movements, underpinning its significance to 

the regional economy. 

 

Having served on the NC State Ports board for eight year and as Vice President the bridge for the Port of 

Wilmington is significant for our state's economic activities and the most efficient port in North America, 

according to the 2022 Container Port Performance Index. 

Another notable advantage of the new design will be its environmental and safety benefits. The proposed 

alternatives and design considerations harmonize with both regional and statewide infrastructure 

development goals, ensuring sustained and efficient traffic flow on one of North Carolina’s key Strategic 

Transportation Corridors.  

The project is an opportunity to direct significant infrastructure investment in a historically disadvantaged 

community, with disproportionate numbers of low-income households surrounding the bridge. These 



communities face elevated natural hazard risks associated with flooding, and a new, more resilient bridge 

will serve a critical role in maintaining evacuation routes in case of an emergency. 

New Hanover County and Brunswick County is growing so fast I have to wonder how long this bridge will 

last in its current state. New Hanover County is a tourism county. We have tourist coming in daily over the 

bridge.  

I am asking for your consideration and support of the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Replacement 

application for the receipt of MPDG grant funding. 

Respectfully, 

      Louise McColl 

Louise F. McColl 
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