
Is the project 
a Categorical 

Exclusion?

N
O

Do a project level air quality 
analysis. (Section 4 and 

Section 5) . Consult MSAT 
box for level of MSAT 

required.

Type I or II

Type III

Is a NEPA 
document 

being prepared, 
or is FHWA 

approval 
needed?

No Air Quality Analysis Required.
YE

S

Is the project 
located in a 

nonattainment 
or maintenance 
area for Ozone?

YES 20
08

O
zo

ne
19

97
 

O
zo

ne

Include standard language 
specific to Charlotte Maintenance 

Area (Appendix B)

Include standard language 
specific to 1997 Ozone

(Appendix B)

Does the Project improve 
operations without adding 

substantial new capacity. (ex: 
minor widening, new 

interchange, replace signalized 
intersection, design year traffic 

less than 140K AADT)? (See 
Section 5)

Does the project have the 
potential for meaningful 

difference in MSAT emissions 
among project alternatives? 
(The potential to significantly 
increase diesel vehicles or to 

result in design year AADT 
greater than 140,000?) (See 

Section 5)

Low Potential MSAT Effects. Qualitative 
MSAT Analysis needed. (Section 5.2.2)

High Potential MSAT Effects. Quantitative 
MSAT Analysis should be considered. 

Consult Traffic Noise & Air Group.
(Section 5.2.3)

YES

YES

N
O

Consult the office of Traffic Noise & Air Group 
if the project does not fall within the 

categories outlined in section 5 but you think it 
has the potential to substantially increase 

future MSAT emissions.

NO

Is a qualitative or quantitative Mobile Source Air Toxics Analysis (MSAT) required?

State Document –MCDC

State EA/EIS

Qualitative Air Quality Assessment
(Section 3.2.2) 

For projects with AADT (future year) 140,000 
or more consult Traffic Air and Noise Group.

NO

YES

No Air Quality Analysis or Standard 
Language Required.

N
O

*Applies to EA/EIS level documents

Project Level Air Quality Analysis Determination Flow Chart

No Air Quality Analysis (Report) 
or Standard Language Required. 

No Air Quality Analysis (Report) 
Required.  

Standard Language May Be.
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