PROJECT COMMITMENTS: 

Ashe County

Bridge No. 113 on SR 1179
Over South Fork New River
Federal Aid Project No. BRZ-1179(1)
W.B.S. No. 32751.1.1

T.I.P. No. B-2905

Division Twelve Construction, Resident Engineer’s Office – Offsite Detour

In order to have time to adequately reroute school busses, Gaston County Schools will be contacted at (704) 866-6110 at least one month prior to road closure.

Gaston County Emergency Services will be contacted at (704) 866-3265 at least one month prior to road closure to make the necessary temporary reassignments to primary response units.

Hydraulic Unit – FEMA Coordination 

The Hydraulics Unit will coordinate with the NC Floodplain Mapping Program (FMP), to determine status of project with regard to applicability of NCDOT’S Memorandum of Agreement, or approval of a Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) and subsequent final Letter of Map Revision (LOMR).

Division Construction-FEMA

This project involves construction activities on or adjacent to FEMA-regulated stream(s). Therefore, the Division shall submit sealed as-built construction plans to the Hydraulics Unit upon completion of project construction, certifying that the drainage structure(s) and roadway embankment that are located within the 100-year floodplain were built as shown in the construction plans, both horizontally and vertically.
All Design Groups/ Division Resident Construction Engineer – Anadromous Fish

A moratorium on in-water construction will be in place from ________ to ________ of any given year.

Stream Crossing Guidelines for Anadromous Fish will be implemented in the design and construction of this project.
Contracts Unit - Length of Construction

In order to address specific requests from the School Transportation Director for Greene County, NCDOT will set the minimum reasonable contract time to reduce the period of road closure.

Roadside Environmental Unit, Division Resident Engineer – High Quality Waters
South Fork New River is designated, as High Quality Waters and is also an excellent small mouth bass fishery and will be subject to all Design Standards in Sensitive Watersheds

Resident Engineer/Division Environmental Officer/Natural Environment Unit
Just prior to construction, the Resident Engineer and Division Environmental Officer shall coordinate with Natural Environment Unit to insure that the Threatened Virginia spiraea is flagged off so that the construction contractor may know what area is to be protected. 

All Design Groups & Division Construction – Virginia spiraea

The Threatened Virginia spiraea is present in the project vicinity at two locations.  The first location is immediately off the northwest corner of the bridge on an alluvial spit.  The second location is about 50 feet downstream.  The species will be flagged off by NCDOT biologists prior to the beginning of construction.  The plan for construction activities is to be designed and implemented such that no impact to the plant will result.

Design Services – Virginia spiraea

Design service shall coordinate with David Harris of Roadside Environmental to include a special provision for a penalty intended to discourage any impact to the Virginia spirea.  

All Design Groups/Division Resident Construction Engineer – Trout Issues

NCWRC has identified ------- creek as supporting a trout population.   Therefore a moratorium on all in water work will be in place from ---- to _---- of any given year.

NCDOT will implement Guidelines for Construction of Highway Improvements Adjacent to or Crossing Trout Waters in North Carolina in the design and construction of this project.

NES, Roadside Environmental, Division – Trout Designation – DSSW
DWQ has designated this stream as trout and therefore Design Standards for Sensitive Watersheds will be incorporated.

PDEA Human Environment Unit – Historic Bridge

Bridge No. 61 (has been) (must be) recorded as described in the attached MOA

(Only if in Hiwassee, Little Tennessee, French Broad or Watauga River Basins)
Structure Design – TVA Permit  
The proposed project is located in the Tennessee Valley Authority’s (TVA) Land Management District.  The project will require approval under Section 26a of the TVA Act.

NEU – Public Trust

The Division of Coastal Management has indicated the presence of Public Trust Resources and requested that we preserve access for fishing.  They have verbally indicated that fishermen currently parking on the shoulder and fishing from the banks would be inhibited by standard applications of guardrail and of rip rap armoring on the streambanks.  The Department of Transportation acknowledges the inconvenience to those accessing the stream but believes that the standard applications are warranted by the protection offered to the traveling public and to the streambank and this inconvenience is not considered undue interference by NCDOT.

Hydraulic Design Unit - Mussels

 The proposed project involves sensitive trout streams and is located within a critical habitat area for the federally protected Appalachian elktoe mussel.  Therefore, NCDOT will implement erosion and sedimentation control measures, as specified by NCDOT's “Design Standards in Sensitive Watersheds” (15A NCAC 04B.0124).  Detailed plans for the placement of appropriate hydraulic drainage structures will be determined during the final design of the project.

Roadway Design / Division 13 Traffic Engineering – Speed Limit

The existing roadway in this area is not designed for a 55-mph statutory speed limit.  A 40-mph design speed was used to make the roadway safer for the traveling public.  Division 13 will post the speed limit at 35 mph in the area of the bridge.

Roadway Design/Program Development Branch – Sidewalks




Sidewalks are included on both sides for the entire length of the project.  The City of Newton will be responsible for the maintenance and liability of the proposed sidewalk, as well as, sharing in the cost of construction according to NCDOT requirements for a municipality with a population from 10,000 to 50,000 (70% DOT and 30% municipality).

Division Resident Engineer’s Office – Geodetic Markers

There is a Geodetic survey marker on the northeast corner of the existing bridge that will be impacted by this project.  The NC Geodetic Survey will be contacted one month prior to the start of construction.

Division Resident Engineer’s Office – USGS Gaging Station

A USGS Gauging Station is presently attached to the bridge.  Please make contact with the person listed below:

Jerald "Boo" Robinson

     USGS, Water Resources Division

     Charlotte, NC

     (704) 344-6272 Ext. 11

     jbrobins@usgs.gov

GeoEnvironmental Section – Impacts to Underground Storage Tanks (UST’s)


If further design indicates potential impact to UST’s, preliminary site assessments for soil and groundwater contamination will be performed prior to right of way purchase.

Hydraulic Unit, Natural Environment Unit –Buffer Rules

The Tar-Pamlico or Neuse River Basin Rule applies to this project.

Design Branch, Division Office – School Bus Turn Around

The Director of School Transportation has requested a temporary bus turn around at a driveway located about 1 mile north of the bridge on SR 1507.  The existing driveway will be suitable with the addition of gravel and possible pipe replacement.  This can be included as a part of the special provisions of the construction contract.

Roadway Design – Future Greenway
Allowance will be made for a future ten-foot multi-use path under the bridge on the east side of the Eno River.

Resident Engineer- Hydro Demolition

Demolition of the existing concrete deck will be accomplished in a manner that will prevent impacts to Waters of the United States.  Construction materials will be stored in upland areas and equipment will be operated from the existing roadway and bridge.

A test of the hydro-demolition process will be conducted on the bridge deck prior to commencing full-scale operations. If any blow-through areas are found as a result of the test, work will cease until the area is repaired and a tarp will be placed under the deck when hydro-demolition operations are resumed.

Runoff from the hydro-demolition process will be sent through gravel and silt fence check dams before it is directed to a holding tank.  The water in the tank will be treated to a pH of 8 prior to its release into a NCDOT provided and/or approved off-site retention basin or into the Town of Plymouth’s WWTP.  

A screen will be placed on the water intake pipe.

All bridge deck drains will be plugged.  Leakage at joints will be minimized to the maximum extent practicable through the use of plastic sheeting or some other mechanism designed to prevent flow-through at these locations.  

Conventional methods of deck removal (chipping hammer, etc.) will be used at joints and other areas of the deck not accessible to hydro-demolition operations.  

Shielding will be used during the hydro-demolition process to ensure containment of dislodged concrete. 

In-stream monitoring for changes in pH will occur on an hourly basis at two locations, one upstream and one downstream of the bridge.

Resident Engineer – Airport Glidepath


     

Project is less than 0.8 kilometers (0.5 miles) from the Sanford Municipal Airport and directly in line with the runway.  The elevation of the new bridge will not be in the glidepath of oncoming planes.  However, the booms on cranes used during construction could affect the glidepath.  For this reason, NCDOT will keep appropriate flagging attached to the cranes at all times.

The resident engineer will alert the Sanford Municipal Airport Manager of its plans to construct well in advance of the availability date.

If possible, no construction will take place at night.  However, if any construction is to be performed at night, this activity will be carefully coordinated with the Sanford Municipal Airport.

Structure Design Unit - Airport

No permanent lights will be placed on the bridge.  (Structure Design has met this criteria.)

Roadway Design, Structure Design - Railroad

During final design, all utility providers and railroad operators will be coordinated with to ensure that the proposed design and construction of the project will not substantially disrupt service.
Right-of-Way Branch, PDEA-Human Environment Unit – Burial Site
The proposed project involves the removal and relocation of at least one known burial located in the Northwest quadrant of the project, just west of the ditch line paralleling SR 1101.  The Right-of-Way agent will notify the PDEA-Archaeology Group [Matt Wilkerson (919-715-1561) and/or Paul J. Mohler (919-715-1555)] at least 48 hours in advance of the removal and relocation of said burial(s).

Right of Way Branch, PDEA-Human Environment Unit, Geotechnical Unit – Archaeological Site
The proposed project is located adjacent to one known archaeological site that is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.  No ground disturbing activities outside the existing roadway limits and within the environment sensitive area should be done prior to recovery.   If ground disturbing activities are required prior to recovery then the PDEA-Archaeology Group, Matt Wilkerson (919-431-1609) should be contacted. 
Right of Way Branch, Project Development – Voluntary Agricultural District (VAD)

This project is located within a VAD.  If any property holders refuse settlement, before pursuing condemnation, the Right of Way Branch must contact Project Development in order to pursue a public meeting with the VAD.  This does not mean that the Department cannot condemn but is a procedural requirement prior to condemnation.

Division Construction – Endangered Bats - Removal of Existing Structure 

Due to the possibility of Gray bats and/or other migratory birds at the bridge site for either bridge the following options are available for bridge removal:

 

Installing exclusion devises (netting) prior to the start of the roosting season (April 15th) and maintaining netting in-place throughout the roosting season (through October 15th) to prevent the building of new nests,

 

OR

 

No removal of the bridge deck during the moratorium (April 16 to October 14).

Natural Environment Section (NES) – Endangered Bats - Bat Boxes

NES will provide two bat boxes, at an appropriate location, for roosting prior to the existing structure being removed.  

Delete all comments or commitments that do not apply and modify or add any as appropriate.





There are three offices of USGS in N.C. and you must determine the appropriate one to include and verify current staff persons.
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