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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
WILMINGTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
RO, BOX 1820

WILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA 284021890 RECE'VED

February 23, 2005

IN REFLY REFER TO : _ FEB 2 § 2005
Regulatory Division : TEM
“NC ECOSYS
ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM

Action ID No. 19970095, Gurley Mitigation Site

Gregory J. Thorpe, Ph.D.

Environmental Management Director, PDEA
N.C. Department of Transportation

1548 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1548

Dear Dr. Thorpe:

. . Reference the April 29, 2004 meeting to discuss the 2003 mitigation monitoring reports,

and your letter dated July 7, 2004, requesting documentation that no further monitoring of the
Gurley Mitigation site in Greene County will be required, and that the site is closed. Your
recommendation stated in the 2003 monitoring report for the Gurley Mitigation Site was to
discontinue monitoring at this site, and the agencies concurred with this recommendation at the
meeting. Based on the monitoring report, we concur with your recommendation to discontinue
monitoring at this site and have determined that the construction and monitoring requirements of
the Gurley Mitigation Plan and the permit conditions for TIP’S B-3070 (AID 199811128),
R-525D (AID 199705651), R-525G (AID 199821189), R-2001B' (AID 199705426), and U-3472
(AID 199820167) that refer to it have been satisfied.

However, the permit mitigation conditions for TIP R-1023 AB & B (AID 199820019)
that refer to the Gurley site have not been satisfied, since the conditions required an additional
12.18 acres of Bottomland Hardwood Restoration and 18.88 acres of Bottomland Hardwood
Enhancement than was provided at the Gurley Site. Based on my telephone conversation with
Randy Griffin of your staff on July 23, 2004, NCDOT has discussed with the North Carolina
Ecosystem Enhancement Program (EEP) the possibility that EEP will provide the additional
required mitigation. Within sixty days of the date of this letter, NCDOT shall send to the Corps a
written description of your plan for providing the requ1red additional mmgatlon for TIP R-1023
- AB & Band complying with the permit conditions. - : :

With regards to the final disposition of the site, pursuant to the special conditions for

. R-1023AB & B, NCDOT shall convey t the Gurley mltlgatlon properties 10 a nonprofit

conservation organization or a natural resource agency that is-willing to hold the areas in
perpetuity for conservation purposes, and which is a¢ceptable to the Corps of Engineers. In .
addition, the special condmons state that NCDOT shall not sell or otherwxse convey any interest
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in the properties used to satisfy mitigation requlrements ‘for the permit, to any third party, without
the express written consent of the Corps of Engineers. Therefore, the terms of any transfer of
 this tract shall be coordinated with this office to ensure appropriate long-term management of the
Gurley Mitigation Site. Before the property is transferred, please provide this office with a draft
of a proposed long-term management agreement with the agency expected to accept the transfer
‘that clearly addresses the need to protect the wetland resources at this compensatory mitigation
site.

Should you have any questions, please call me at 919-876-8441, extension 23.

Sincerely,

e

Eric C. Alsmeyer
Regulatory Project Manager

Copy Furnished:

William D. Gilmore, P.E.
Transition Manager
Division-of Ecosystem Enhancement
‘North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources
1652 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1652
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April 20, 2006

Mr. Gregory J. Thorpe, Ph.D.

Environmental Management Director

Project Development and Environmental Analysis Branch
North Carolina Department of Transportation

1548 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1548

Dear Dr. Thorpe:

Subject: Gurley Wetland Mitigation Site Deficit
Neuse River Basin, Cataloging Unit 03020203
Greene County, NCDOT Division 2

Reference:  USACE February 23, 2005 Mitigation Site “Close-Out” Letter;
USACE Action ID Number 19970095

The purpose of this letter is to notify you that the Ecosystem Enhancemenit
Program (EEP) will provide the additional mitigation required to offset mitigation deficit
associated with the Gurley Wetland Mitigation site. According to information provided
by you in a letter dated April 14, 2005, the remaining mitigation amount required is 0.90
acre riverine wetland restoration, 12.18 acres non-riverine wetland restoration, and 16.31
acres non-riverine wetland enhancement. However, after discussions with the USACE, it
was determined that the unfulfilled amounts associated with the site are 12.18 acres non-
riverine restoration and 18.88 acres non-riverine enhancement. EEP agrees to fulfill
these outstanding mitigation requirements with 12.18 non-riparian restoration credits and
18.88 non-riparian restoration equivalent credits.

The Gurley Wetland Mitigation site was constructed by the NCDOT in March
1997 to offset unavoidable impacts associated with the construction of the Wilson Bypass
(TIP Number R-1023) and several other TIP projects (B-3070, R-525D, R-525G, R-
2001B and U-3472). Some areas within the mitigation site failed to reach optimum
hydrology after the required five year monitoring period; therefore, maximum mitigation
credit for this site was not possible. Post-construction monitoring has been completed per
the approved mitigation plan for this site and the NCDOT has requested the USACE and
NCDWQ concur with the recommendation to “close out” the site and provide additional
wetland mitigation to offset the deficits through another source.
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The NCDOT elected to request mitigation assistance from the EEP for the
riverine and non-riverine wetland deficits associated with the Gurley Wetland Mitigation
site. This recommendation was discussed with the proper environmental regulatory
agencies and concurrence was granted by copy of a letter from the U. S. Army Corps of
Engineers dated February 23, 2005 to the NCDOT.

EEP is continuing to discuss this issue with the USACE to determine the
appropriate timeframe that the mitigation debit is required. The additional mitigation
associated with the Gurley Wetland Mitigation site deficit was included in the EEP’s
2006 - 2008 Biennial Budget that was submitted to the NCDOT in April 2006.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Ms. Beth
Harmon at 919-715-1929.

Sincerely, '
. 0 O

William D. Gilmore, P.E.
EEP Director

cc: Mr. Eric Alsmeyer, USACE-Raleigh
Mr. Scott McLendon, USACE-Wilmington .
Mr. John Hennessy, Division of Water Quality, Wetlands/401 Unit
Mr. Marc Recktenwald, NCDENR-EEP
Mr. Randy Griffin, Jr., NCDOT-PDEA
File: Gurley Wetland Mitigation Site’



