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ATTENTION: Regulatory Unit 

Dear Sir: 

SUBJECT: Proposed wetland mitigation on Tulula Creek in 
Graham County, N.C. Proposed widening of US 19 
from Maggie Valley to Dellwood, TIP No. R-2102, 
State Project No. 8.1941701, COE Action ID. 
199102732. Proposed widening of N.C. 28 from SR 
1121 to N.C. 28-U.S 19 intersection at Fontana 
Lake A-0009DA, 8.3019122. Action ID 199304598. 

Reference is made to a letter of August 11, 1994 
regarding proposed wetland mitigation along Tulula Creek in 
Graham County. As you are aware, the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation (NCDOT) has purchased a 232 acre 
tract for wetland mitigation purposes. 

In the August 11 letter, the NCDOT proposes to use some 
of the mitigation credits from this site for two current 
projects: the U.S. 19 widening from Maggie Valley to Dellwood 
(R-2102), and the U.S. 28 widening from SR 1121 to US 19-NC 
28 intersection at Fontana Lake (A-0009DA). It is currently 
proposed that mitigation credits for these projects be 
determined at the Tulula Creek site using ratios suggested in 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) Draft 
Mitigation Guidance. The following ratios will be used to 
determine the amount of mitigation required for these two 
projects at the Tulula Creek site: 

Restoration 2:1 
Creation 3:1 
Enhancement 4:1 
Preservation 10:1 



It is understood that proposed replacement ratios for 
mitigation efforts based on EPA's Draft Mitigation Guidance 
are subject to negotiation and final approval by the Corps of 
Engineers. 

Both of these projects are scheduled to be let to 
contract in the next few months. It is clear even at this 
preliminary stage that the Tulula Creek site will contain 
enough acreage to offset the minimal impacts associated with 
these projects. The NCDOT requests that you issue the 
permits based on our previous applications supplemented with 
a commitment to take the required compensatory mitigation 
from the Tulula Creek site at the proposed ratios. If you 
have further questions, please contact Mr. Gordon Cashin 
(919) 733-3141. 

'~~e~el&~~~~\ 
B. i : ' Qui , PE 
Ass-· stant nager 
Planning and Environmental Branch 

cc: David Cox, NCWRC 
Stephanie Goudreau, NCWRC 
David Baker, COE, Asheville 
John Dorney, Division of Environmental Management 
Janice Nichols, USFWS, Asheville 
Kevin Moorhead, UNC- Asheville 
Kelly Barger, PE, Project Management 
Don Morton, PE, Highway Design Branch 
A.L. Hankins, PE, Hydraulics Unit 
F.D. Martin, PE, Division 14 Engineer 


