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MICHAEL F. EA.SLEY 
GOVI!:R.'IOK 

STATE OF NORTII CAROLINA 

DEPARTI\1ENTOF TRANSPORTATION 
1501 MAIL S6RV£CECENTBR, RALEIGH, N.C. 27699-1501 

March 12,2002 

L YNDO T!PPETI 
SECR!!TAi!.Y 

····- .. __ -- -· ---.. ·---- ·-- -·- ·-

Mr. Ronald Ferrell, Program Manager ~ 
NC WETLANDS RESTORATION PROC 
1619 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1619 Phon~ll 

kF~~~~t---------~~-0~,~--~~F~~~~~~~~~---. 

De::rr Mr. Ferrell: 

Subject: US 74 Monroe Bypass from West of US 601 to existing US 74, Union County, 
Federal Aid No. NHF-74(8), State Project No. 8.T690401, TlP~~-:1~2m~=Yld~~ft:? 

This is a request for your assistance in providing mitigation for this important 
project. The North Carolina Department of Transportation proposes to construct. the US 
74 Monroe Bypass from just west ofUS 601 to the existing US 74 in Union County. The 
9.9 mile project calls for constructing a four lane divided highway on new location. 
Jurisdictional wetland and stream impacts are listed in Table 1. 

Table 1: Monroe Bypass, Jurisdictional Wetland and Stream Impacts 
Secti()n Wetland 
B 3.54 ac 
c 3.21 ac 
Total 6.75 ac 
Stream Mitigation at2:1 restoration equals 14750 feet needed. 
Wetland Mitigation at 2: I restoration equals 13.5 acres needed. 

Stream 
2300 ft 
5075 ft 
7375 ft 

The purpose of this letter is to request that the WRP provide confirmation that you are 
willing to accept payment for the co.mpensatory mitigation requirements. 

NCDOT initiated a stream and wetl~d mitigation search for the Yadkin River Basin 
HUC 03040105 in late 2000. As of04 February 2002 the search has identified 40>550 
linear feet of stream restoration, 7150 linear feet of stream enhancement, 15 acres of 
wetland restoration and 16.2 acres of wetland enhancement. Rights of entry have been 
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given for all these sites and NCDOT staff has im;pected the sites and have had 
discussions with the land owners. 

The Let date for the Monroe Bypass has been accelerated from January 2003 to 
September 2002. Accordingly, the accelerated Let date necessitates an earlier permit 
application submittal. It is now anticipated that the permit application will need to be 
submitted by 19 April2002. NCDOT mitigation staff are actively working on securing 

____ ___._the-strealU-an~_w_etland mitigation for this project and feel confident that the sites will be 
secured. The following sites are being actively pursuea-: -----------------

o Back Creek 

o · Suther Estate 

o Helms Property 
o Hahn Property 

3500 linear feet of stream restoration 
4 acres of wetland enhancement 
11,000 linear feet of stream restoration 
1800 linear feet of buffer enhancement 
15 acres of wetland 'restoration 

· 1500 lh1ear feet of stream restoration 
8800 linear feet of stream restoration 

Even though NCDOT is confident that these sites (and others) will be secured, the 
accelerated project schedule jeopardizes the procurement of sufficient mitigation by the 
19 April permit application deadline. Therefore, NCDOT respectfully offers the 
followjng proposal: NCDOT will actively pursue, secure and implement wetland and 
stream mitigation sites generated from the search, and transfer these sites, upon 
completion, to the NCWRP to be used as NCWRP assets in this HU. In return NCWRP 
will confirm acceptance of providing stream and wetland mitigation for the Monroe 
Bypass before 19 April. 2002. 

NCWRP has indicated that it will be responsible for providing mitigation for 
NCDOT projects in this HV beginning in the summer of2003. This proposal will enable 
NCWRP to begin its program in this IDJ with stream and wetland assets in hand. 

Please contact Bruce Ellis at 733-1203 or Bill Gilmore at 733-3141 if you have 
any questions or if you need additional infonnation. 

Sincerely, 

William D. Gilmore, P. E., Branch Manager 
Project Development and 
Environmental Analysis Branch 

Cc: Charles Bruton, Ph.D., Assistant Branch Manager 
Bruce 0. Ellis, CLM, PWS, Mitigation Ynit Head 


