PROJECT COMMITMENTS
1SUMMARY


11.
Type of Action


12.
Description of Action


13.
Summary of Purpose and Need


14.
Alternatives Considered


15.
NCDOT Recommended Alternative (as appropriate)


16.
Summary of Environmental Effects


17.
Permits Required


18.
Other Highway & Non-Highway Actions (as appropriate)


19.
Coordination


110.
Contact Information


1I.
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION


1A.
General Description


1B.
Historical Resume and Project Status


1C.
Cost Estimates


1II.
PURPOSE AND NEED FOR PROJECT


1A.
Purpose of Project


1B.
Need for Project


11.
Description of Existing Conditions


22.
Transportation and Land Use Plans


23.
System Linkage/Travel Time/Access Needs (as applicable)


24.
Safety (as applicable)


25.
Economic Development/Land Use Changes (as applicable)


26.
Legislative Mandates (as applicable)


2C.
Benefits of the Project (should relate to project needs)


2III.
ALTERNATIVES


2A.
Preliminary Study Alternatives


21.
Alternative Modes of Transportation


22.
Transportation Systems Management (TSM) (e.g., HOV, “hot lanes”, etc.)


23.
Improve Existing Facility


24.
New Location Alternatives (as applicable)


25.
“No-Build” Alternative


2B.
Detailed Study Alternatives


2C.
NCDOT Recommended Alternative (as applicable)


2IV.
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS


2A.
Roadway Cross-section and Alignment


2B.
Right of Way and Access Control


2C.
Speed Limit


2D.
Design Speed


2E.
Anticipated Design Exceptions


2F.
Intersections/Interchanges


2G.
Service Roads


2H.
Railroad Crossings


2I.
Structures


2J.
Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities/Greenways


2K.
Utilities


2L.
Landscaping


3M.
Noise Barriers


3N.
Work Zone, Traffic Control and Construction Phasing


3V.
ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF PROPOSED ACTION


3A.
Natural Resources


31.
Biotic Resources


32.
Waters of the United States


33.
Rare and Protected Species


34.
Soils


3B.
Cultural Resources


31.
Historic Architectural Resources


32.
Archaeological Resources


3C.
Section 4(f)/6(f) Resources


3D.
Farmland


3E.
Social Effects


31.
Neighborhoods/Communities


32.
Relocation of Residences and Businesses


33.
Environmental Justice


34.
Bicycle & Pedestrian Facilities


35.
Recreational Facilities (e.g., parks, greenways) (as applicable)


36.
Other Public Facilities and Services (e.g., schools worship centers, hospitals, etc)


3F.
Economic Effects


3G.
Land Use


31.
Existing Land Use and Zoning


32.
Future Land Use


33.
Project compatibility with local plans


3H.
Indirect and Cumulative Effects


3I.
Flood Hazard Evaluation


3J.
Traffic Noise Analysis


3K.
Air Quality Analysis


3L.
Hazardous Material


3VI.
COMMENTS AND COORDINATION


3A.
Citizens Informational Workshop


3B.
Public Hearing


3C.
NEPA/404 Merger Process


3D.
Other Agency Coordination


3APPENDICES


3Appendix A – Comments Received from Federal and State Agencies and Regional and Local Governments


3Appendix B – NEPA 404 Merger Team Concurrence Forms (if a merger project only)


3Appendix C – NCDOT Relocation Assistance Program/Relocation Reports


3Appendix D – Section 4(f) Evaluation (if applicable)


3Other possible appendices (not listed in any specific order – include those applicable to project)


4Citizens Informational Workshop Press Release


4Newspaper Articles


4Farmland Report


4Traffic Noise Report


4Air Quality Analysis Report


4Glossary


4FIGURES


4Vicinity Maps


4Aerial Maps/Proposed Improvements


4Traffic Volume


4Typical Sections/Cross-sections


4Comprehensive Transportation Plan (Thoroughfare plan)


4Other possible figures (not listed in any specific order – include those applicable to project)


4Biotic Communities


4Flood Planes/Hazards


4Wetlands


4Stream Crossings


4Historic Properties


4Intersection Treatments


4Local Land Use Plan


4Roadway Deficiencies


4Noise Barrier Study Locations


4Zoning


4Demographics


4Public Facilities


4Photos


4TABLES (not listed in any specific order – include those applicable to project)


4Bridge Data


4Mainline Capacity Analysis


4Intersection Capacity Analysis


4Accident Analysis


4Traffic Volumes


4Roadway Design Criteria


4Anticipated Impacts to Terrestrial Communities


4Stream Crossings


4Federally Protected Species


4Federal Candidate Species


4State Protected Species


4Hearing Sounds Bombarding Us Daily


4Noise Abatement Criteria


4FHWA Noise Abatement Criteria Summary


4Traffic Noise Level Increase Summary


4Noise Barrier Summary


5Soils in Project Area


5Water Resources Best Usage Classification


5Anticipated Impacts to Wetlands


5Alternative Comparisons (Summary of Impacts)


5Population Growth


5Relocation Impact Summary


5Existing Deficient Horizontal and Vertical Curves




PROJECT COMMITMENTS
Project Description

County

Federal Aid Project No.

WBS No.

TIP No.
Project Description
County

Federal Aid Project No.

WBS No.

TIP No.

SUMMARY

1. Type of Action

2. Description of Action

3. Summary of Purpose and Need

4. Alternatives Considered

5. NCDOT Recommended Alternative (as appropriate)

6. Summary of Environmental Effects

7. Permits Required

8. Other Highway & Non-Highway Actions (as appropriate)

9. Coordination

10. Contact Information
I. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION

A. General Description

B. Historical Resume and Project Status

C. Cost Estimates
II. PURPOSE AND NEED FOR PROJECT

A. Purpose of Project

B. Need for Project

1. Description of Existing Conditions

a. Functional Classification

b. Physical Description of Existing Facility

1) Roadway Cross-section

2) Horizontal and Vertical Alignment

3) Right of Way and Access Control

4) Speed Limit

5) Intersections/Interchanges

6) Railroad Crossings

7) Structures

8) Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities/Greenways

9) Utilities
c. School Bus Usage

d. Traffic Carrying Capacity

1) Existing Traffic Volumes

2) Existing Levels of Service

3) Future Traffic Volumes

4) Future Levels of Service (“no-build”) Accident Data

e. Airports

f. Other Highway Projects in the Area

2. Transportation and Land Use Plans

a. NC Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)

b. Local Thoroughfare Plans

c. Land Use Plans
3. System Linkage/Travel Time/Access Needs (as applicable)
a. Existing Road Network

b. Commuting Patterns

c. Modal Interrelationships

1) Public Transportation

2) Rail Service

3) Motor Freight Service

4) Air Service
4. Safety (as applicable)

5. Economic Development/Land Use Changes (as applicable)

a. Demographics

b. Economic and Infrastructure Data
6. Legislative Mandates (as applicable)
C. Benefits of the Project (should relate to project needs)

III. ALTERNATIVES

A. Preliminary Study Alternatives

1. Alternative Modes of Transportation

a. Travel Demand Management (TDM) (e.g., ride sharing,   park & ride, vanpooling)

b. Mass Transit

2. Transportation Systems Management (TSM) (e.g., HOV, “hot lanes”, etc.)

3. Improve Existing Facility

4. New Location Alternatives (as applicable)

5. “No-Build” Alternative
B. Detailed Study Alternatives

C. NCDOT Recommended Alternative (as applicable)
IV.  PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS

A. Roadway Cross-section and Alignment

B. Right of Way and Access Control

C. Speed Limit

D. Design Speed

E. Anticipated Design Exceptions

F. Intersections/Interchanges

G. Service Roads

H. Railroad Crossings

I. Structures

J. Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities/Greenways

K. Utilities

L. Landscaping

M. Noise Barriers

N. Work Zone, Traffic Control and Construction Phasing
V. ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF PROPOSED ACTION

A. Natural Resources

1. Biotic Resources

2. Waters of the United States

3. Rare and Protected Species

4. Soils
B. Cultural Resources

1. Historic Architectural Resources

2. Archaeological Resources
C. Section 4(f)/6(f) Resources

D. Farmland

E. Social Effects

1. Neighborhoods/Communities

2. Relocation of Residences and Businesses

3. Environmental Justice

4. Bicycle & Pedestrian Facilities

5. Recreational Facilities (e.g., parks, greenways) (as applicable)

6. Other Public Facilities and Services (e.g., schools worship centers, hospitals, etc)
F. Economic Effects

G. Land Use

1. Existing Land Use and Zoning

2. Future Land Use

3. Project compatibility with local plans
H. Indirect and Cumulative Effects

I. Flood Hazard Evaluation

J. Traffic Noise Analysis

K. Air Quality Analysis

L. Hazardous Material
VI. COMMENTS AND COORDINATION

A. Citizens Informational Workshop

B. Public Hearing

C. NEPA/404 Merger Process

D. Other Agency Coordination
APPENDICES

Appendix A – Comments Received from Federal and State Agencies and Regional and Local Governments

Appendix B – NEPA 404 Merger Team Concurrence Forms (if a merger project only)

Appendix C – NCDOT Relocation Assistance Program/Relocation Reports

Appendix D – Section 4(f) Evaluation (if applicable)

Other possible appendices (not listed in any specific order – include those applicable to project)

Citizens Informational Workshop Press Release

Newspaper Articles

Farmland Report

Traffic Noise Report

Air Quality Analysis Report

Glossary
FIGURES

Vicinity Maps

Aerial Maps/Proposed Improvements

Traffic Volume

Typical Sections/Cross-sections

Comprehensive Transportation Plan (Thoroughfare plan)

Other possible figures (not listed in any specific order – include those applicable to project)

Biotic Communities

Flood Planes/Hazards

Wetlands

Stream Crossings

Historic Properties

Intersection Treatments

Local Land Use Plan

Roadway Deficiencies

Noise Barrier Study Locations

Zoning

Demographics

Public Facilities

Photos
TABLES (not listed in any specific order – include those applicable to project)
Bridge Data

Mainline Capacity Analysis

Intersection Capacity Analysis

Accident Analysis

Traffic Volumes

Roadway Design Criteria

Anticipated Impacts to Terrestrial Communities

Stream Crossings

Federally Protected Species

Federal Candidate Species

State Protected Species

Hearing Sounds Bombarding Us Daily

Noise Abatement Criteria

FHWA Noise Abatement Criteria Summary

Traffic Noise Level Increase Summary

Noise Barrier Summary

Soils in Project Area

Water Resources Best Usage Classification

Anticipated Impacts to Wetlands

Alternative Comparisons (Summary of Impacts)
Population Growth

Relocation Impact Summary

Existing Deficient Horizontal and Vertical Curves
This template is a base starting point for an EA document.  The template attempts to include all of the possible issues you may need to discuss and is formatted to easily produce pdf’s.  Sections, appendices, and tables that are not applicable should be deleted.  Add in sections, appendices, tables as the need arises.  In order to update the table of contents as you write the document, hold the mouse over the TOC, right click.  Click on Update Fields. A dialog box will appear.  If you only need page numbers updated, click on the first option in the box.  If you need to update the table because you have added or deleted items, click on the second option in the box.  Delete this box before printing.








iii

