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Secretary Elaine Chao
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC, 20590
Subject:

Certification of Financial Contribution INFRA Grant Application:
Future I-87 Resiliency, Innovation, Safety, Economy Project (“Future I-87
RISE Project”)

Dear Secretary Chao:
The North Carolina Department of Transportation wishes to express its full support for
the Future I-87 RISE project under the United States Department of Transportation’s
Infrastructure For Rebuilding America (INFRA) program. The Project combines
multiple complementary investments selected for their ability to deliver improved
corridor performance and system resiliency while increasing the physical and digital
connectivity of rural communities in eastern North Carolina. The Project is a large step
forward in realizing North Carolina’s vision to build out and harden the network of
freight distribution/military corridors in eastern North Carolina.
The Future I-87 corridor traverses rural eastern North Carolina, connecting Raleigh, NC
at its southern terminus and the Hampton Roads-Norfolk region in Virginia at its northern
terminus. When fully completed, this corridor will serve as an interstate connection
between the Port of Virginia and I-95. This corridor is critical to connecting northeastern
North Carolina industries and farms to their best export option through the Port of
Virginia and represents concerted cooperation across state lines to realize national
economic development opportunities. Improvements along the future I-87 corridor will
also capitalize on the $270M investments in the Carolina Connector Intermodal Rail
Terminal (CCX), removing barriers along the transportation route between CCX, the I-95
corridor, and the Port of Virginia. It is projected that activity at CCX will reduce
shipping costs by 40% and increase the efficiency of the movement of goods, producing
national economic trade benefits. Project investments in this corridor will improve the
road to interstate standards from Zebulon to Williamston, make upgrades to several
interchanges, and widen the road to six lanes in the vicinity of Zebulon. The Project will
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make numerous spot improvements to mitigate road flooding in the Princeville area.
Collectively, these improvements will offer rural residents a safer and faster travel option
to access the Raleigh job market.
Future I-87 and the U.S. 64 extension out to the coast are important evacuation routes.
The Project will install fiber optic cable along the entire length of the future I-87 corridor,
as well as the extension of U.S. 64 from Williamston to Whalebone. This investment will
permit NCDOT to implement state-of-the-art wind and flood monitoring, manage the
corridor in a coordinated manner with I-95 and U.S. 70 (future I-42) where fiber is
already being installed, prepare for the future implementation of connected and
autonomous vehicles, enhance broadband capability in this underserved rural area, and
offer the potential for revenue opportunities to NCDOT through the lease of excess fiber
capacity. The installation of fiber will also represent a sound investment due to the
projected revenue generation the state will see from providing a fiber/broadband
“backbone” for additional incremental private investment in network expansion to rural
areas.
The project is reflected in our mission statement:
Connecting people, products and places safely and efficiently with customer
focus, accountability and environmental sensitivity to enhance the economy and
vitality of North Carolina.
To that end, the NCDOT will fund the Future I-87 RISE project in the amount of
$381,975,843.00 (YOE$) towards a successful INFRA grant from the state funded North
Carolina Highway Trust Fund.
Thank you for your consideration of the Future I-87 RISE project for the 2020 INFRA
Discretionary Grant Program.
If NCDOT can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me at
(919) 707-4320 or via e-mail at erodewald@ncdot.gov.
Sincerely,

Evan Rodewald
Chief Financial Officer

