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A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING NCDOT GRANT APPLICATION FOR
NATIONALLY SIGNIFICANT FEDERAL LANDS AND TRIBAL PROJECTS

WHEREAS, Henderson County, North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT), and the French
Board River Metropolitan Planning Organization share commitment to complete the Ecusta
Trail to provide healthy and efficient alternative modes of transportation; and

WHEREAS, the Henderson County Comprehensive Plan and draft 2045 Comprehensive Plan
prioritizes the creation of multi-modal connectivity; and

WHEREAS, the Ecusta Trail is a 19-mile regional trail system connecting the county seats of Henderson
and Transylvania with the Pisgah National Forest and Blue Ridge Parkway, which will bring
recreational, public health, and economic benefits to local residents and businesses as well
as regionally; and

WHEREAS, the Henderson County Greenway Master Plan, adopted in April of 2019, identified the
Ecusta Trail as one of three priority greenways; and

WHEREAS, Henderson County has secured over $15.5 million in Surface Transportation Block Grant
funds for the Ecusta Trail; and

WHEREAS, Henderson County Tourism Development Authority is supportive of the trail, its benefits
to tourism, and is committed to providing the required local match from tourism
revenue; and

WHEREAS, the adjacent local governments, including Henderson County, City of Hendersonville, Town
of Laurel Park, Transylvania County, and City of Brevard, are in partnership to accomplish
this historic project; and

WHEREAS, the Henderson County Board of Commissioners recognizes the public support for the
" creation of the trail;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Henderson County Board of Commissioners
supports the NCDOT and the application for the Nationally Significant Federal Lands and Tribal Projects
grants program for the construction of the Ecusta Trail in Henderson and Transylvania Counties.
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ADOPTED, this the ¥th day of October 2022.
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