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From:  "Foster, David B" <dbfoster@ncdot.gov> 
To: "Young, Craig" <cmyoung@mbakercorp.com> 
CC: "Sams, Larry H" <lsams@ncdot.gov>, "Christine Fix(christine.fix@drpt.vir... 
Date:  11/24/2008 4:52 PM 
Subject:  FW: Comments on Phase I Arch. Survey Report, Southeast High SpeedRail Corridor 
Attachments: 1867.doc.jpg; 1877B1.doc.jpg; 1877B2.doc.jpg 
 
Chris Calkins (Petersburg Natl. Battlefield, NPS) comments ... 
David 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Chris_Calkins@nps.gov [mailto:Chris_Calkins@nps.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2008 12:11 PM 
To: Foster, David B 
Cc: Bob_Kirby@nps.gov 
Subject: Comments on Phase I Arch. Survey Report, Southeast High Speed Rail Corridor 
 
 
David: 
I have perused the section dealing with the Petersburg area and would offer 
further information to the study: 
 
Page 137 Site 44DW0363.  Just north of and across the railroad from this 
site was an antebellum structure which shows up on the 1867 Michler Map and 
the 1877 Beers Map of Petersburg.  On the latter it is defined as the J.M. 
Williams house.  This site has been disturbed by the enlarging of the 
parking lot in the area but I recall seeing many mid-19th century artifacts 
scattered around before the disturbance.  Refer to maps I've attached for 
the details. 
 
Page 140 Site 44DW0364.  Montview is shown as Mrs. Dunlop on the Beers map. 
The site is the spillway from the Upper Appomattox Canal Company whose 
turning basin sat near the intersection of West High and Canal Streets. 
Numerous cotton mills also sat along this route. 
 
As per your recommendations on page 148, I agree with that of 0363 but with 
the addition of the 19th century structure located there.  I feel that 0364 
should be studied more (using the attached maps) and possibly be 
recommended potentially eligible for the NRHP. 
 
If I may be of further assistance, please let me know. 
 
 
(See attached file: 1867.doc.jpg)(See attached file: 1877B1.doc.jpg)(See 
attached file: 1877B2.doc.jpg) 
 
Chris Calkins 
Chief of Interpretation 
Petersburg National Battlefield 
1539 Hickory Hill Road 
Petersburg, VA 23803 
(804) 732-6092  x201 























From:  "Foster, David B" <dbfoster@ncdot.gov> 
To: Craig Young <Cmyoung@mbakercorp.com>, Suzanne Unger Young <Sunger@mbaker... 
CC: "Sams, Larry H" <lsams@ncdot.gov> 
Date:  7/17/2009 4:19 PM 
Subject:  FW: Comments on the archaeology survey for the Southeast High SpeedRail project (2001-1460) 
 
fyi ...... 
no comment yet on our protocol to address phase II AE only on the preferred? 
David 
 
________________________________ 
From: Holma, Marc (DHR) [mailto:Marc.Holma@dhr.virginia.gov] 
Sent: Friday, July 17, 2009 3:51 PM 
To: Foster, David B 
Cc: Kerri Barile 
Subject: RE: Comments on the archaeology survey for the Southeast High Speed Rail project 
(2001-1460) 
 
 
 
Dear David, 
 
The DHR project review archaeologist finished his review of the report DRAFT Phase I 
Archaeological Survey of Road Construction Areas Associated With The Southeast High Speed 
Rail Project, Cities of Richmond, Colonial Heights, and Petersburg, and Chesterfield and 
Dinwiddie Counties Virginia (Gonzalez et all: 2009) by Dovetail. 
 
The level of effort appears to be sufficient to have identified any historic properties within the 
area investigated. 
 
Since the report came to us in draft form, DHR wants to take the opportunity to make some 
preliminary comments about the sites identified within, including their eligibility and need for 
further work.  These comments can be categorized into Four (4) areas: 
 
    *   Archaeological sites that we concur with concerning their boundaries and eligibility. 
 
44CF0725: Not Eligible 
44CF0726: Not Eligible 
44CF0733: Not Eligible 
44CF0736: Potentially Eligible (agree with the boundary) 
44CF0737: Not Eligible 
44CF0738: Not Eligible 
44CF0740: Potentially Eligible (agree with the boundary) 
44CF0741: Not Eligible 
44CF0746: Not Eligible 
44CF0747: Not Eligible 
44CF0749: Not Eligible 
44CF0751: Not Eligible 
44CF0727: Not Eligible 
44CF0728: Not Eligible 



44CF0729: Not Eligible 
44CF0730: Not Eligible 
44CF0731: Not Eligible 
44CF0732: Not Eligible 
44CF0754: Not Eligible 
44CF0755: Potentially Eligible (agree with the boundary) 
44CF0756: Not Eligible 
44CF0758: Not Eligible 
44CF0759: Not Eligible 
44DW0368: Not Eligible 
44DW0369: Not Eligible 
44DW0370: Not Eligible 
44DW0372: Not Eligible 
44DW0374: Not Eligible 
44DW0375: Not Eligible 
44DW0376: Not Eligible 
 
2.      Archaeological sites that we need more information concerning the fieldwork before we 
can comment. 
 
44CF0734: the text states that the site is bounded on all sides by negative shovel tests, however, 
Figure 31 (site map) doesn't depict any shovel tests to the East and West. 
 
3.      Sites that likely extend outside of the APE for the project and are listed as Individually 
Potentially Eligible.  We don't normally comment on the eligibility of a site without 
examination of the whole area, but since these are recommended as potentially eligible and 
require further work anyway, we can I these cases. The sites will need to be avoided or 
evaluated.  Any additional work should include investigation outside of the APE if possible. 
 
44CF0724: Potentially Eligible 
44CF0742: Potentially Eligible 
44CF0743: Potentially Eligible 
        Not Contributing to the Proctor's Creek Battlefield 
44CF0744: Potentially Eligible 
        Not Contributing to the Proctor's Creek Battlefield 
44CF0304: Potentially Eligible 
        Contributing to Chester Historic District 
44CF0305: Potentially Eligible 
        Contributing to the Chester Historic District 
 
        44CF0705: Potentially Eligible 
                Contributing to the Chester Historic District 
        44CF0748: Potentially Eligible 
        44CF0750: Potentially Eligible 
        44CF0757: Potentially Eligible 
        44DW0373/123-5462: Potentially Eligible 



                Contributing to Petersburg Battlefield 
 
4.      Sites that likely extend outside of the APE for the project and are listed as Not Eligible.  
We do not want to comment on the eligibility of the site as a whole because we do not know its 
full extent.  However, the portion of the site located within the APE would not likely contribute 
to its eligibility and therefore these sites do not require further work.  We can agree that the 
undertaking will have No Adverse Effect on these sites if they are indeed eligible, but we cannot 
comment on eligibility without further work. 
 
44CF0735: Not Eligible 
        Not Contributing to the Proctor's Creek Battlefield 
44CF0739: Not Eligible 
        Not Contributing to the Proctor's Creek Battlefield 
44CF0745: Not Eligible 
        Not Contributing to the Proctor's Creek Battlefield 
44CF0752: Not Eligible 
44CF0753: Not Eligible 
        Not Contributing to the Swift Creek Battlefield 
44DW0371: Not Eligible 
44DW0377: Not Eligible 
        Not Contributing to the Weldon Railroad Battlefield 
44DW0378: Not Eligible 
        Potentially Contributing to the Peebles Farm Battlefield 
        Potentially Contributing to the Hatches Run Battlefield 
44DW0379: Not Eligible 
        Potentially Contributing to the Peebles Farm Battlefield 
        Potentially Contributing to the Hatches Run Battlefield 
 
I hope our comments are helpful.  As always, we look forward to working with you to complete 
the Section 106 process for this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marc Holma 
 
________________________________ 
Email correspondence to and from this sender is subject to the N.C. Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties. 







From: David Foster
To: Young, Craig; Larry Sams; 
Subject: Fw: Final archaeological Phase I survey of road construction areasassociated with the SEHSR project (2001-

1460)
Date: Friday, August 28, 2009 6:12:45 PM

Fyi.... 

Sent from my BlackBerry Smartphone provided by Alltel

From: "Holma, Marc (DHR)"  
Date: Tue, 25 Aug 2009 08:56:04 -0400 
To: Foster, David B<dbfoster@ncdot.gov> 
Subject: Final archaeological Phase I survey of road construction areas associated with the 
SEHSR project (2001-1460) 

Dear David,

The Department of Historic Resources (DHR) has finished our review of the archaeological section of the final report 
Phase I Archaeological Survey of Road Construction Areas Associated With The Southeast High 
Speed Rail Project, Cities of Richmond, Colonial Heights, and Petersburg, and Chesterfield and 
Dinwiddie Counties Virginia (Gonzalez et all: 2009) by Dovetail.

Based upon information presented in the report, the level of effort appears to be sufficient to have identified any historic 
properties within the area investigated.  We are pleased to inform you that the report meets the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for the Documentation of Archaeological Sites (48 FR 44734-
44742) as well as our Department’s Survey Guidelines. 

Our comments regarding the eligibility of sites with only partial information detailed in our e-mail of 17 July 2009 are still 
valid, however, with the exception of site 44CF0734.  Archaeological site 44CF0734 likely extends outside of the APE 
for the project and, as such, we are unwilling to comment on its eligibility for listing in the NRHP.  However, we concur 
with the consultant that the portion of 44CF0734 within the APE would not likely contribute to the eligibility of the site as 
a whole.  Therefore we do not think that damage to portions of 44CF0734 within the APE constitutes an Adverse Effect.

Sincerely,

Marc Holma 

mailto:dbfoster@ncdot.gov
mailto:/O=BKREXCHANGE/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=Cmyoung
mailto:lsams@ncdot.gov














































L2.  Effects 



 

Joining Smart Progress and Historic Preservation 
 

 
November 23, 2009 

 
 
Mr. Marc Holma 
Division of Resource Services and Review 
Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
2801 Kensington Avenue 
Richmond, Virginia 23221 
 
 
SUBJECT: Southeast High Speed Rail Project/Access Roads  
 VDHR File No.: 2001-1460 
 Richmond, Virginia to North Carolina State Line 
 Funding: Federal and State 
  ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES/Revised Effect Recommendations 
 
Dear Mr. Holma: 
 
The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT), in conjunction with the Virginia 
Department of Rail and Public Transportation (VDRPT), the Federal Rail Administration (FRA) 
and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), are currently conducting environmental 
studies for the Southeast High Speed Rail project (SEHSR).  The SEHSR project involves the 
development, implementation, and operation of high speed passenger rail service in the 
approximately 500-mile travel corridor from Washington, DC through Richmond, Virginia and 
Raleigh, North Carolina to Charlotte, North Carolina.   

Project Description 

The project involves two general types of work: modifications to the rail corridor to 
accommodate high speed rail and changes to the surrounding road system to eliminate at-grade 
road crossings. The corridor between Richmond and the North Carolina state line has been the 
subject of several cultural resource investigations over the past decade. This includes the Area of 
Potential Effect (APE) surrounding the rail corridor itself as well as all the APE of all road 
modification areas surrounding the rail line. The results of all of these studies have been 
individually coordinated with the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (DHR), including 
the submission of reports and DSS forms to the agency as well as formal resource eligibility 
recommendations for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The studies 
completed as part of this undertaking include: 

• March 2004: Phase I Architectural Resources Survey of the Petersburg to North Carolina 
state line segment for both rail and road improvements (Mattson, Alexander and 
Associates, Inc.) 



Mr. Marc Holma  Page 2 of 12 
Revised November 23, 2009  DHR File No. 2001-1460 

• March 2004: Phase IA Archaeological Reconnaissance of the Petersburg to North 
Carolina state line segment for both rail and road improvement (Legacy Research 
Associates, Inc.) 

• December 2005: Phase I Archaeological Survey and Phase II Architectural Evaluations 
of the Petersburg to North Carolina state line segment for both rail and road 
improvements (Louis Berger Group, Inc.) 

• August 2007: Supplement Report/Phase II Architectural Evaluation of the Petersburg 
Railroad in the Petersburg to North Carolina state line segment for rail improvements 
(Mattson, Alexander and Associates, Inc) 

• August 2007: Addendum Report/Supplemental Archaeological Survey, Architectural 
Survey, and Architectural Evaluation, Oak Shades Avoidance Alternative along the 
Petersburg to North Carolina state line segment for both rail and road improvements 
(Louis Berger Group, Inc.) 

• August 2007: Archaeological Phase IA Reconnaissance, Architectural Phase I Survey, 
and Battlefield Delineations of the Richmond to Petersburg segment for the rail corridor 
only (Louis Berger Group, Inc.) 

• November 2008: Phase II Intensive Architectural Investigations along the Richmond to 
Petersburg segment for the rail corridor only (Dovetail Cultural Resource Group) 

• February 2009: Phase I Archaeological Survey along the Richmond to Petersburg 
segment for the rail corridor only (Dovetail Cultural Resource Group) 

• February 2009: Addendum Report/Phase I Architectural Survey of the of the Petersburg 
to North Carolina state line segment for both rail and road improvements (Dovetail 
Cultural Resource Group) 

• July 2009: Phase I Reconnaissance Architectural Survey along the Richmond to 
Petersburg segment for the road modifications only (Dovetail Cultural Resource Group) 

• August 2009: Phase I Archaeological Survey along the Richmond to Petersburg segment 
for the road modifications only (Dovetail Cultural Resource Group) 

• October 2009: Phase II Intensive Architectural Survey along the Richmond to Petersburg 
segment for the road modifications only (Dovetail Cultural Resource Group) 

The studies listed above include Phase I identification surveys for both archaeological and 
architectural resources throughout the APE. Although dozens of archaeological sites were 
recorded at the Phase I level, no Phase II eligibility testing work has been completed on 
archaeological resources at this time. These studies will be performed once a preferred alternative 
has been selected, and the methodology used to complete the remainder of the archaeological 
studies will be presented in the ensuing Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for the larger 
SEHSR project. The DHR concurred with this phased approach in a correspondence dated July 
22, 2009. 
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Architectural resources were subject to both Phase I reconnaissance and Phase II intensive level 
surveys. Through these studies, the DHR has made eligibility determinations on over 700 
architectural resources. A total of 57 architectural resources in the project APE have been 
determined to be eligible for the NRHP. This letter will present effect recommendations for these 
57 resources (Table 1, p. 10–12), followed by an overall project effect recommendation. The 
DHR also concurred that a project effect determination can be made based on architectural 
resources alone in the July 22, 2009 correspondence since archaeological resources will be 
automatically included within the mitigation process through the creation of the project MOA. 

The effect recommendations listed below were previously discussed with the DHR in numerous 
emails and three in-person meetings held in Richmond—one on April 15, 2009, a second on 
August 7, 2009, and a final meeting on November 20, 2009. Various project alignment maps 
were shown to the DHR to illustrate the team’s efforts to minimize impacts to cultural resources. 
Maps of the project alignments are also contained within the previously mentioned project 
reports. As such, a set of plans showing resource locations and alterative APEs are not repeated 
here. 

Overview of Effect Recommendations 
 
The project corridor runs through eight localities: the Cities of Richmond, Colonial Heights, and 
Petersburg, and Henrico, Chesterfield, Dinwiddie, Brunswick, and Mecklenberg Counties. The 
SEHSR project has included cultural resource inspections along three alternative alignments in 
these localities—VA 1, VA 2, and VA 3. In some areas, the alignments overlap where two or 
three of the alignments are juxtaposed over one rail corridor. This scenario is primarily in place in 
areas with an existing active rail corridor and within more populated portions of the project area, 
such as within Richmond and Petersburg. The three alternatives run independent of one another 
in areas where an active rail corridor is no longer in existence and in less populated segments of 
the corridor, such as the area just north of the North Carolina state line.  
 
Most linear projects with multiple alternatives select one corridor to follow in its entirety once a 
preferred alignment is chosen. As such, effect recommendations are made per alignment. With 
the SEHSR corridor, the project will not be limited to one preferred alignment. Instead, the final 
corridor will include segments from all three alternatives. Pieces of each alignment will weave 
together to create a final single corridor that provides the least amount of negative impacts to 
natural and cultural resources. For example, VA 1 may be selected for one mile and then the 
preferred corridor may switch to VA 2 for the next mile to avoid significance resources. As such, 
the final selected corridor for the SEHSR project will avoid the vast majority of the eligible 
architectural properties recorded during the investigations. Table 1 provides in-depth data on all 
57 eligible resources and recommended effects: Adverse Effect is marked by an “X” within their 
respective alignment column and No Adverse Effect or No Effect are marked by a “–”. If No 
Adverse Effect is recommended, this is noted in the comments column. Thus, based on Table 1, 
when examining potential effects for Blick’s Store (012-5042), it is recommended that there will 
be No Effect if VA 1 or VA 3 are selected, but it is recommended that the project will have No 
Adverse Effect if VA 2 is selected. Similarly, Winnhurst, listed below Blick’s Store, has a 
recommended Adverse Effect determination if VA 1 or VA 3 are selected, but No Effect is VA 2 
is chosen. 
 
As requested by the DHR, project effects will be described into two sections. First, the northern 
portion of the corridor will be discussed, which includes the area where the three alternatives 
overlap. In these instances, only one effect recommendation will be supplied for each property, as 
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alternatives VA 1, VA 2, and VA 3 do not diverge and their APEs are concurrent throughout this 
segment. Second, the southern portion will be presented. The three alternatives vary their 
alignment from the area south of Petersburg to the North Carolina state line depending on area 
topography and engineering requirements for each alternative. A recommended effect 
determination will be presented for all three alternatives at each resource. 
 
Northern Portion 
 
Between Richmond and Merten Lane in Dinwiddie County (south of downtown Petersburg), the 
proposed SEHSR project has three project alternatives—VA 1, VA 2, and VA 3. However, due to 
the presence of a suitable, existing rail corridor as well as the existence of numerous small 
communities and other built resources in the APE, all three alternatives completely overlap. As 
such, the project effects will be the same regardless of selected alternative in this area. A total of 
38 of the 57 eligible resources are located within this corridor.  
 
It is recommended that the project will have No Effect on four resources in the northern segment. 
Although the project APE clips the very northeast corner of the Manchester Warehouse Historic 
District (127-0457), there are no above- or below-ground resources associated with the district 
near the project area. Thus, it is recommended that the project will have No Effect on this 
property. The Lucky Strike/RJ Reynolds Company (127-6179), the Chester #94 Masonic Lodge 
(020-5443-0002), and Ellerslie (106-0001) are all within 250 feet of the rail corridor and were 
thus included in the project APE. However, no work is planned adjacent to or near these three 
resources and all are blocked from impact areas by vegetation and/or large roadways. It is 
therefore suggested that the project will have No Effect on these properties. 
 
It is recommended that the project will have No Adverse Effect on 26 resources. Nine of these 
properties are battlefields: Port Walthall Junction (020-5317), Swift Creek (020-5318), Proctors 
Creek (020-5320), Hatcher’s Run (026-0132), Boydton Plank Road (026-5004), Lewis Farm 
(026-5006), Peebles Farm (026-5007), Weldon Railroad (123-5022), and Petersburg III (123-
5026). In all cases, the rail corridor will be modified through the addition of a second set of rails 
within the existing right-of-way—the same rail pattern in existence during the Civil War. Over 
the past 100 years, the second set of rails has been removed in some areas due to rail disuse, but 
the second set of rails will be reinstalled throughout. Although there will be road modifications in 
the general battlefield areas, these changes are minimal and primarily include reconstruction of 
existing bridges or widening of narrow road swaths to accommodate revised safety standards. All 
road and rail modifications in battlefield areas have been minimized to avoid any unnecessary 
impacts to these resources. At Weldon Railroad Battlefield, final elevation and plan drawings 
showing the modified rail curve and all proposed vegetation will be submitted to the DHR for 
their review and concurrence. The National Park Service (both Richmond and Petersburg 
branches) have concurred with our recommendations on these properties. The American 
Battlefield Protection Program has asked to comment on the final Environmental Impact 
Statement and thus has no comment at this time. The Civil War Preservation Trust has received 
all project reports but has not submitted any comments to date. 
 
Three linear resources are within this area: the tRichmond and Petersburg Electric Rail (020-
5351), Seaboard Air Line Railroad Corridor (127-6271), and the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad 
Corridor (127-6251). All three are eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A. Because the project 
involves restoring the rail lines to their original appearance with two tracks and the original 
parameters of all three resources will be visible after project completion, it is suggested that the 
project will have No Adverse Effect on these properties.  
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Similarly, this portion of the project area goes through six historic districts where the scope of the 
project includes restoration of the original track alignment and minimal roadwork. Within the 
City of Richmond, the rail will be installed on existing T-shaped raised piers, thus the rail 
modifications will be blocked from street view. As such, it is recommended that the project will 
have No Adverse Effect on the U.S. Department of Defense Supply Center/Bellwood Historic 
District (020-5336), the North Battersea/Pride’s Field Historic District (123-5035), James River 
and Kanawha Canal Historic District (127-0171), Shockoe Slip Historic District (127-0219), 
Shockoe Valley & Tobacco Row Historic District (127-0344), and the Davee Gardens Historic 
District (127-6213). We will communicate with the City of Petersburg to get their concurrence on 
potential affects to the North Battersea/Pride’s Field Historic District, as requested. 
  
It is also suggested that the project will have No Adverse Effect on eight individual resources in 
the northern segment. Bellwood (020-0007), located north of Petersburg, is separated from the 
rail corridor by a dense patch of woods. There are no road modifications planned for this area, 
thus the project will not alter the historic property’s integrity. At the House at 3619 Thurston 
Road (020-0013), plans call for rerouting an extension of Park Road to the southwest of the 
house. Although the project APE clips the southwest corner of the parcel, the roadwork will not 
be visible from the main house or any contributing outbuildings. Similarly, a large earthen berm 
associated with roadwork will be constructed southeast of the Ragland House (020-0432) in 
Centralia, but the new road and its associated berm will not be visible from this resource. Rail 
modifications near the Dupont Spruance plant (020-5474) include returning a second rail line to 
the existing corridor, but no major road modifications are planned. Since the plant was developed 
around the two-rail corridor in the 1930s, the project will not adversely impact the characteristics 
of this resource. At Battersea (123-0059), plans call for the construction of the same second rail 
within the existing rail corridor. All activities will occur along the very western perimeter of the 
property boundaries, and all work will be blocked from the main house and outbuildings by a 
very large wooded area. The rail corridor will not be visible from any contributing elements. 
Battersea Inc. has concurred with this recommendation verbally. Obtaining written confirmation 
is in progress. The rail configuration at the existing Main Street Station (127-0172) will be 
minimal. Although some rail modifications are required to accommodate the high speed trains, 
the project will actually restore some of the rail capacity once present at this busy urban rail 
station. At Transmontaigne Product Services (127-6248), Goodes Street to the south of the 
project boundary will be modified to include an underpass below the rail corridor. A retention 
wall has been carefully designed to avoid any disturbances to the Transmontaigne property, thus 
the viewshed and physical characteristics of this resource will not be altered. Although it is 
suggested that the project will have No Adverse Effect on the Pretlow House (020-5443-0008), 
this is predicated on the fact that the project will not have a significant impact on the existing 
vegetation and rock wall to the southeast of the home. If these elements are negatively impacted 
during construction, it is suggested that the project will have an Adverse Effect on the property. 
 
The remaining eight properties (shown in red text in Table 1) are properties where there is no 
avoidance alternative. The project has the potential to diminish the characteristics that rendered 
the resource eligible for the NRHP, thus it is recommended that the project will have an Adverse 
Effect on these properties. These eight resources are discussed below. 
 
Circle Oaks/4510 Centralia Road (020-0140):  Circle Oaks is located on the north side of 
Centralia Road. This circa 1840 home still retains several of its original outbuildings, including 
slave quarters. It was determined eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C for its architectural 
merit. Current plans for road modifications include the construction of an overpass across the rail 
corridor to replace the existing at-grade crossing. This necessitates the introduction of a large 
earthen berm in the front yard of Circle Oaks and reconfiguring a section of driveway. The 
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modifications have the potential to diminish the property’s integrity of design, setting, feeling, 
and association. As such, it is recommended that the project will have an Adverse Effect on this 
resource. 
 
Centralia Post Office (020-0552):  Centralia Post Office is located at the northwest corner of the 
intersection of the rail corridor and Centralia Road. Built around 1905, this vernacular building 
was the center of the community for many years. The overpass mentioned above will be located 
directly to the south of this resource. The construction will involve building a 30-foot tall earthen 
berm less than 30 feet south of the resource, moving the driveway for this property, and moving 
the roadway itself—thus divorcing the resource from the local attributes that rendered its 
construction necessary. Because the project will diminish the property’s integrity of location, 
design, setting, feeling, and association, it is recommended that the project will have an Adverse 
Effect on this resource.  
 
Chester Historic District (020-5443): The project corridor runs directly through the Chester 
Historic District. The town of Chester was founded in the mid-nineteenth century due to the 
presence of two railroad spurs in this area. The town’s plan comprised numerous rectangular lots 
oriented roughly north-south, with the railroad running through the center of the town plan. 
Although the rail modifications in this area will require a slight widening to the existing rail 
corridor, the more notable changes will occur due to road improvements. Several original road 
alignments will be rerouted and rail crossing points will be closed. The proposed project will 
result in notable modifications to the district’s original plan, thus it is recommended that the 
project will have an Adverse Effect on this district. 
 
Eichelberger House (020-5443-0010/020-5093): The Eichelberger House was once part of a large 
parcel of land that covered the entire block. It was designed to accommodate both the home life 
and work pattern of its owner, Harry Eichelberger, a railroad executive who caught the train at the 
station in Chester every day to travel to his office in Richmond. He reached the station by a trail 
that wound through his property, exiting onto Curtis Street from an ornate stone gate. The project 
requires the widening of Curtis Street and the removal of the original gate and part of the trail. 
Both of these resources are contributing elements to the larger Eichelberger House property. 
Because of the impacts to the property’s design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association, it is recommended that the project will have an Adverse Effect on this property. 
 
Bridge Over Defense Road (123-5013): The existing bridge over Defense Road was constructed 
in 1936 as part of the larger Defense Road construction effort. The road system was initially 
designed in 1935 and completed by 1939. Built by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), the 
roads were arranged to connect numerous Civil War-era resource to aid tourists visiting the 
Petersburg area battlefields. The bridge carried the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad over the road 
system. Current plans include constructing a second bridge directly east of the existing span, thus 
introducing a new element adjacent to the current bridge. The project has the potential to diminish 
the property’s integrity of design, setting, materials, feeling, and association. It is recommended 
that the introduction of this large new element will have an Adverse Effect on the bridge. 
 
Defense Road (123-5455): Defense Road was the primary roadway constructed as part of the 
CCCs effort listed above. The parkway was designed with a pebble construction material and 
limited landscaping, attributes which still remain today. The addition of a second railroad bridge 
over the roadway will necessitate removal of a small section of the original roadway and lowering 
the overall road grade near the bridge to allow for vehicular passage beneath the new span. This 
change necessitates impacts to the road’s location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and 
feeling. It is recommended the project will have an Adverse Effect on this resource. 
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Dimmock Line/Earthworks (123-5462/44DW0373): This trench line is known as the Dimmock 
Line, a series of Confederate defenses around Petersburg. Construction began in 1862 and was 
primarily built with slave labor under the guidance of Captain Charles Dimmock. Within the 
project APE, the earthworks straddle Defense Road, just east of the Bridge Over Defense Road 
listed above. Modifications to Defense Road and the construction of the new railroad bridge will 
necessitate large disturbances to this segment of the earthworks. It is recommended that the 
project will have an Adverse Effect on this resource. 
 
Williams Bridge Company (127-6245): This 32-acre property was originally built in 1919 to aid 
in World War I ship building efforts. At the time of its initial construction, the complex included 
a large machine shop, several subsidiary offices, a set of apartments, a store, and other resources. 
It was re-commissioned during World War II to function in a similar capacity. The complex is 
eligible for the NRHP under Criteria A, C and D. Plans call for rerouting the entry and roadways 
near this complex to include changes to the road system and possible alterations to building 
remains. Due to the project’s potential to diminish the property’s integrity of location, design, 
setting, feeling, and association, it is recommended that the project will have an Adverse Effect 
on this resource. 
 
Southern Portion 
 
The remaining 19 eligible historic properties are located in the southern segment of the larger 
SEHSR project area. Between Merten Lane in Dinwiddie County and the North Carolina state 
line, the three project alternatives split. In some areas, one or two alignments overlap, but in 
general, there are a minimum of two paths that can be selected for the final alternative. However, 
as previously mentioned, current plans include meandering between the three alternatives to 
avoid any impacts to historic properties.  
 
By moving between the three alternatives and selecting a preferred overall alignment using this 
method, it is recommended that the project will have No Effect or No Adverse effect on 18 of the 
19 properties in this area. Because of a minimized construction footprint and distance from 
impact areas, it is recommended that there will be No Effect along all three alternatives at seven 
of the historic properties: Evergreen (026-0023), Courtworth (026-5021), W. Boisseau’s 
Store/Warehouse/Dwelling (026-5026/026-5027), Smelley House (058-5028), Bank Building 
(257-5004), Honeymoon Hill Farm (257-5008), and Mayton House (257-5009). Similarly, it is 
suggested that all three alternatives will have No Adverse Effect on the Dinwiddie Courthouse 
Battlefield (026-5005), Bowen House (026-5023), Sardis Methodist Church (058-0094), and 
Evans House (058-5079), as the modifications are minimal in these areas although the project 
APE does overlap their respective parcel boundaries.  
 
The effect recommendations vary at seven resources in the southern portion where the divergent 
alternatives have different potential impacts on the resources. At Blick’s Store (012-5042), it is 
recommended that VA 1 and VA 3 will have No Effect, but VA 2 will have No Adverse Effect as 
the road system will be slightly modified in this area. Wynnhurst (012-5044) is located on the 
opposite side of the tracks in the same area as Blick’s Store. Thus, conversely, it is recommended 
that VA 1 and VA 3 will have an Adverse Effect on this resource as the rail line runs directly 
through the property, but VA 2 will have No Effect as it is to the west of the property boundaries. 
 
Oak Shades (012-5048/44BR0179) and Tourist House (012-5052) are also located in close 
proximity to one another. VA 1 runs directly south of Oak Shades while VA 2 is located along 
the existing tracks southeast of Oak Shades. VA 3 is just northwest of Tourist House. As such, it 
is recommended that VA 1 will have an Adverse Effect on Oak Shades and No Effect on Tourist 
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House. VA 2 will have No Adverse Effect on Oak Shades and No Effect on Tourist House, and 
VA 3 will have No Effect on Oak Shades but an Adverse Effect on Tourist House. 
At Granite Hall (058-0118), VA 1 and VA 3 run west of the project boundaries, thus the selection 
of either of these alternatives would have No Effect on the property. Although the rail line for VA 
2 would provide a minimal impact to the home, the rail work necessitates reworking the road 
system over the rail and the construction of a very large earthen berm directly south of the 
primary elevation of the house. It is recommended that VA 2 would have an Adverse Effect on 
the property due to the visual impacts to the resource. 
 
VA 1 and VA 3 are also located west of the Bracey Historic District (058-5081), and it is 
suggested that these alternatives would have No Effect on the historic property. However, VA 2 
runs directly adjacent to the western property boundary. Construction modifications along the line 
would necessitate disturbances to the existing depot. As such, it is recommended that VA 2 would 
have an Adverse Effect on the historic district. Conversely, VA 1 and VA 3 run directly through 
the Wright Farmstead (058-5090/44MC0707) whereas VA 2 is east of the resource. It is 
suggested that VA 1 and VA 3 would have an Adverse Effect due to the large-scale disturbances 
to the property whereas VA 2 would have No Effect on the property. 
 
All three alignments overlap within the final eligible resource, the LaCrosse Historic District 
(250-5001). This district is located in northern Brunswick County.  Although originally a small 
crossroads community, the town flourished after the arrival of the Atlantic and Danville Railway 
in 1888 and then the Seaboard Air Line Railroad in 1900. The district includes numerous early-
twentieth century commercial and domestic buildings lining the railroad tracks. The tracks 
currently run through town at the same grade as the surrounding roadways and above-ground 
resources. Changes include remodeling the road system through town and the demolition of at 
least two contributing resources. Because of these changes, the project has the potential to 
diminish the district’s characteristics related to location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and association. It is recommended that the project will have an Adverse Effect on this 
district. 
 
In addition to evaluating the effect on individual resources, Dovetail also assessed the overall 
project’s potential to have an adverse effect on cultural resources. Although it is recommended 
that the project will have No Effect or No Adverse Effect on 49 of the 57 eligible resources in the 
project APE, it is suggested that the undertaking will have an Adverse Effect on nine properties. 
It is also recommended that the overall project will have an Adverse Effect on historic resources. 
 
We invite DHR to concur with our recommendations by completing the signature block below 
and returning it to my attention within 30 days of receipt. Please feel free to contact me or Mike 
Carmody at (540) 899-9170 with any questions you might have.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Kerri S. Barile, Ph.D. 
President 
 
cc:  Mr. Craig Young, Baker Engineering 
 Mr. David Foster, NCDOT 

Ms. Christine Fix, Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation  
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Table 1: Summary of Effect Recommendations for VA 1, VA 2 and VA 3. 

ELIGIBLE RESOURCE INFO NRHP ADVERSE EFFECT? 
COMMENTS 

DHR # 2nd # Name Criteria VA 1 VA 2 VA 3 
012-5042   Blick's Store C – – – No Adverse on VA 2 
012-5044   Wynnhurst C X – X   
012-5048 44BR0179 Oak Shades C X – – No Adverse on VA 2 
012-5052   Tourist House C – – X   

020-0007   
Sheffields; Auburn Chase; Bellwood; 
Building 42 - DSCR Officer's Club; 
New Oxford 

A,C,D – – –  No Adverse on all alignments 

020-0013   House, 3619 Thurston Road C – – – No Adverse on all alignments 
020-0140   Circle Oaks/4510 Centralia Road C X X X   
020-0432   Ragland House/4626 Centralia Rd C – – – No Adverse on all alignments 
020-0552   Centralia Post Office A X X X   
020-5317   Port Walthall Junction Battlefield A – – – No Adverse on all alignments 

020-5318   1) Swift Creek Battlefield 2) 
Arrowfield Church A – – – No Adverse on all alignments 

020-5320   Proctor's Creek Battlefield A – – – No Adverse on all alignments 

020-5336   

US Department of Defense Supply 
Center Historic District; Bellwood-
Richmond Quartermaster Depot 
Historic District 

ABCD – – –  No Adverse on all alignments 

020-5351   Richmond & Petersburg Electric 
Railway A – – – No Adverse on all alignments 

020-5443   Chester Historic District A&C X X X   
020-5443-

0002 020-5098 Chester #94 Masonic Lodge A – – –  
020-5443-

0008 020-5102 Pretlow House B – – – No Adverse on all alignments 

020-5443-
0010 020-5093 Eichelberger House C X X X   

020-5474   Dupont Spruance A – – – No Adverse on all alignments 
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ELIGIBLE RESOURCE INFO NRHP ADVERSE EFFECT? COMMENTS 
DHR # 2nd # Name Criteria VA 1 VA 2 VA 3 

026-0023   Evergreen C – – –   
026-0132   Hatcher's Run Battlefield A – – – No Adverse on all alignments 
026-5004   Boydton Plank Road Battlefield A – – – No Adverse on all alignments 
026-5005   Dinwiddie Courthouse Battlefield A – – – No Adverse on all alignments 
026-5006   Lewis Farm Battlefield A – – – No Adverse on all alignments 
026-5007   Peebles Farm Battlefield A – – – No Adverse on all alignments 
026-5021   Courtworth C – – –   
026-5023   Bowen House C – – –  No Adverse on all alignments 
026-5026, 

5027   W. Boisseau's Store, Warehouse, 
Dwelling A&C – – –   

058-0094   Sardis Methodist Church C – – – No Adverse on all alignments 
058-0118   Granite Hall/Fitts House C – X –   
058-5028   Smelley House C – – –   
058-5079   Evans House C – – – No Adverse on all alignments 
058-5081   Bracey HD A&C – X –   
058-5090 44MC0707 Wright Farmstead A&C X – X Potentially Eligible 
106-0001   Ellerslie A – – –   
123-0059   Battersea ABCD – – – No Adverse on all alignments 
123-5013   Bridge over Defense Road A&C X X X   

123-5022   1) Weldon Railroad Battlefield  2) 
Globe Tavern B* A – – – No Adverse on all alignments 

123-5026   1) Petersburg Battlefield III  2) The 
Breakthrough A – – – No Adverse on all alignments 

123-5035   North Battersea/Pride’s Field Historic 
District C – – – No Adverse on all alignments 

123-5455   Defense Road A&C X X X   
123-5462 44DW0373 Dimmock Line/Earthworks A,B&C X X X 

127-0171   James River and Kanawha Canal 
Historic District A&C – – – No Adverse on all  
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ELIGIBLE RESOURCE INFO NRHP ADVERSE EFFECT? COMMENTS 
DHR # 2nd # Name Criteria VA 1 VA 2 VA 3 

127-0172 127-0344-
0117 C. & O. & Seaboard Railroad Depot A&C – – – No Adverse on all alignments 

127-0219   Shockoe Slip Historic District A&C – – – No Adverse on all  

127-0344   Shockoe Valley & Tobacco Row 
Historic District A&C – – – No Adverse on all  

127-0457   Manchester Warehouse Historic 
District A&C – – –  

127-6179   Lucky Strike/RJ Reynolds Tobacco A&C       
127-6213   Davee Gardens Historic District A&C – – – No Adverse on all alignments 
127-6245 44CF0724 Williams Bridge Company A,C&D X X X   

127-6248   Transmontaigne Product Services, Inc. A – – – No Adverse on all alignments 

127-6251   Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Corridor A – – – No Adverse on all alignments 
127-6271   Seaboard Line Railroad Corridor A – – – No Adverse on all alignments 
250-5001   LaCrosse Historic District A&C X X X   
257-5004   Bank Building C – – –   
257-5008   Honeymoon Hill Farm C – – –   
257-5009   Mayton House C – – –   

 

















 

L3.  Consulting Party 
Requests 



Entities Receiving Invitations to Participate as a Consulting Party for Section 106 

 

Chesterfield Historical Society* 

Virginia Council on Indians* 

Catawba Indian Tribe 

National Park Service � Petersburg* 

National Park Service- Richmond* 

American Battlefield Protection Program 

Civil War Preservation Trust 

Central Virginia Battlefields Trust 

Historic Richmond Foundation* 

Alliance to Conserve Old Richmond Neighborhoods 

Historic Petersburg Foundation 

Dinwiddie County Historical Society 

Brunswick County Historical Society 

Mecklenburg Historical Society 

Southside Virginia Genealogical Society 

Atlantic Coast Line & Seaboard Air Line Railroad Historical Society 

Battersea, Inc.* 

CSX Transportation 

Raleigh Historic Districts Commission 

* - Note - * indicates that acceptance of invitation (by letter or verbal acceptance) 



 

 

 
 
A3823 
 
August 3, 2004 
 
 
David B. Foster, PE 
Rail Environmental Programs Manager 
North Carolina Department of Transportation, Rail Division 
C/O Buck Engineering 
8000 Regency Parkway, Suite 200 
Cary, North Carolina 27511 
 
Dear Mr. Foster: 
 
I would be very happy to participate in the planning process for the proposed Southeast High 
Speed Rail (SEHSR) connection from Raleigh, NC to Petersburg, VA.   Please add my name 
to the list of consulting parties for the Section 106 process of the Historic Preservation Act.   
 
Thank you for your personal invitation to join this important environmental planning study.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Bob Kirby 
Superintendent 
 
 

 

United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

 
PETERSBURG NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD 

1539 Hickory Hill Road 
Petersburg, Virginia 23803-4721 

In Reply Refer to: 





From: TNTbarbru@aol.com [mailto:TNTbarbru@aol.com]  
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2009 1:35 PM 
To: Fix, Christine (DRPT) 
Subject: Southeast High Speed Rail Project 
 
Christine: 
  
I spoke with Kerri Barile and she recommended I contact you regarding the opportunity 
to be a consulting party on this project.  We obviously have a keen interest in the work 
and the choices presented that may have outcomes affecting Battersea. 
  
Please let me know what else I need to provide you and thanks for the opportunity. 
  
Tempy Barbru 
Executive Director 
Battersea Foundation 
21 Bollingbrook Street 
PO Box 111 
Petersburg, VA  23804 
Cell:  757.207.3774 
Office:  804.732.9882 
Fax:  804.732.9883 
 



-----Original Message----- 
From: Bob_Krick@nps.gov [mailto:Bob_Krick@nps.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2009 3:00 PM 
To: Fix, Christine (DRPT) 
Subject: SE Highspeed Rail consulting 
 
 
Ms. Fix: 
 
As a follow-up to our brief meeting on Friday, I'm instructed to confirm 
with you in writing that Richmond National Battlefield Park is indeed 
interested in being a consulting party in the Section 106 process for 
the highspeed rail line, due to the project's proximity to Civil War 
battlefields.  I am hopeful that this e-mail will suffice; if you 
require an actual letter on our letterhead, I can secure a signature from park 
superintendent David Ruth and send that along. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robt. E. L. Krick 
Historian 
Richmond Natl. Battlefield Park 
 





L4.  Visualizations 



Visualization of proposed bridge over Centralia Road near Centralia Post Office.  The view is looking 
southwest. 
 

 

Existing view before the SEHSR project is constructed. 

 

Visualization of view after construction is completed. 



Visualization of proposed bridge over Centralia Road. View is looking south from a field adjacent to the 
Centralia Post Office. 

 

Existing view before the SEHSR project is constructed. 

 

Visualization of view after construction is completed. 



 
 
 Visualization of proposed bridge over Centralia Road from the porch of the Circle Oaks property. The view is looking south.   
 

 

Existing view before the SEHSR project is constructed. 

 

Visualization of view after construction is completed. 
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