
WATER FOR CONCRETE: 
(10-19-10) R10 R17 
 

Revise the Standard Specifications for Roads and Structures as follows: 
 
Page 10-63, Article 1024-4, replace article with the following: 
 
1024-4 WATER 
 
Ensure that water used to condition, wash, or as an integral part of materials is clear and free 
from injurious amounts of oil, acid, alkali, organic matter, or other deleterious substance.  It shall 
not be salty or brackish.  Water used in the production of concrete or grout shall be from wells or 
public water systems which are suitable for drinking and must meet the criteria listed in  
Table 1024-1. 
 
Test all water from wells and public water supplies from all out of state locations and in the 
following counties:  Beaufort, Bertie, Brunswick, Camden, Carteret, Chowan, Craven, Currituck, 
Dare, Gates, Hyde, New Hanover, Onslow, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Pender, Perquimans, Tyrell, 
and Washington unless the Engineer waives the testing requirements.  Water from a municipal 
water supply in all other NC counties may be accepted by the Engineer without testing. 
 

TABLE 1024-1 
ACCEPTANCE CRITERIA FOR WATER 

USED IN THE PRODUCTION OF CONCRETE 
Requirement Limit Test Method 

Compressive Strength, minimum 
percent of control at 3 and 7 days 

90 percent 
NCDOT Modified /  

AASHTO T106 
Time of set, deviation from 
control 

From 1:00 hr. earlier 
to 1:30 hr. later 

NCDOT Modified /  
AASHTO T131 

pH 4.5 to 8.5 
NCDOT Modified /  

AASHTO T26 
Chloride Ion Content, Max. 250 ppm ASTM D512 

Total Solids Content (Residue), 
Max. 

1000 ppm 
NCDOT Modified / Standard 

Methods for Examination of Water 
and Wastewater 

Resistivity, Min. 0.500 kohm-cm 
NCDOT Modified /  

ASTM D1125 

Sulfate as SO4,, Max. 1500 ppm 
NCDOT Modified /  

ASTM D516 
Presence of Sugar None NCDOT Procedure 

Dissolved Organic Matter None 
NCDOT Modified /  

AASHTO T26 
 
Page 10-65, Article 1026-4, replace article with the following: 
 
1026-4 WATER 
 



All water used for curing concrete shall meet the requirements of Article 1024-4 and  
Table 1024-1.  Water from wells, streams, ponds, or public water systems may be used. 
 


