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Description

Provide bark mulching services in accordance with these specifications or as directed by the Engineer.  The Department will identify the locations where the Contractor will provide bark mulching services.

Materials

Provide approved quality double ground pine bark mulch consistent in composition, rich in medium to dark brown color and free of metal, foreign debris, weeds and insects.  The mulch shall be sized to pass a maximum of a 2.5 inch screen (with minimum particle size of 0.75 inch) and consist of a maximum of 15% wood defined as the interior hard fibrous celluletic xylem of trees.  No large pine bark nuggets will be permitted for use.  All mulch shall be of a quality necessary for application by approved blower truck.  Mulch may be stockpiled prior to application at predetermined Department sites.  The Department will assist in locating a minimum of one location per Division for stockpiling contractor delivered mulch prior to application.  The stockpile site(s) will be located as near to the application site(s) as can be arranged.  Mulch not meeting specifications shall be removed from the highway right-of-way or Department property at the Contractor’s expense.

Operations Plan

Submit a complete listing of all supplies, materials, personnel and equipment with estimated quantities of each available to fulfill the requirements of the contract.  Provide the type, manufacturer name, model number and year, capacity, rate of application, whether you own/rent/lease for each piece of equipment.  Provide the sources and availability of mulch, consistency, particle size, color and percent wood content for all hardwood and pine mulch sources.

The Department reserves the right to request an operation plan.

Construction Methods

Furnish a loader and operator for loading at stockpile locations and cleanup of the stockpile locations back to the original condition. Supply all supervision, labor, bark mulch and equipment necessary to complete the project.  Furnish and install all traffic control measures approved by the Engineer. 

The Contractor shall not begin work at any location without notifying the Department.  Provide a list on contact personnel and phone numbers.  At all times, the Contractor should have one personnel onsite that understands the terms and conditions of the contract and can effectively communicate with the Department personnel.  Provide a minimum of two (2) operators for each blower operation.

(A)	Open Area Application

The mulch shall be applied to locations designated by the Department by mechanical means utilizing a blower truck with a flexible hose application system for direct targeted application.  The Contractor shall have sufficient equipment and personnel to apply at least 160 cubic yards of mulch per day for open areas. Applications are often adjacent to high volume traffic; therefore no bark distribution by manual or hand operations or trailer-mounted blowers will be permitted due to safety concerns.  Mulch shall be applied at a depth not to exceed 4 inches for new mulch areas and 2 inches for existing mulch areas.   

(B)	Tree Ring/ Plant Bed Application

Mulch shall be applied to locations designated by the Department by smaller mechanical bark mulch application equipment or manual labor and hand tools.  The Contractor shall have sufficient equipment and personnel to apply at least 80 cubic yards of mulch per day for tree rings. Mulch shall be applied at a depth not to exceed 4 inches for new mulch areas and 2 inches for existing mulch areas.

Measurement and Payment

Mulch amounts shall be verified and approved by a Department representative through monitoring a properly functioning meter or other approved method of measuring.  Delivery tickets shall be furnished to the inspector for each load of mulch delivered and applied.  The delivery ticket shall include the cubic yard, purchase order number, date, and location of application.  The Department will check the delivery tickets for discrepancies and notify the contractor immediately for any verification or measurement desired.  The Department reserves the right to measure the dimensions of the trucks used for hauling and applying the mulch to verify volume quantities.  The Contractor agrees to make such trucks available to the Department.  Failure of the Contractor to properly notify or receive signed verification shall result in forfeiture of the Contractor’s right to collect on any mulch applied.

Mulch Application-East will be measured and paid as the actual cubic yards of mulch satisfactorily placed in the following counties: INSERT EASTERN COUNTY NAMES.  The cubic yards shall be measured as described in this provision.  Such payment will be full compensation for, but not limited to, all materials, labor and equipment necessary.

Mulch Application-West will be measured and paid as the actual cubic yards of mulch satisfactorily placed in the following counties: INSERT WESTERN COUNTY NAMES.  The cubic yards shall be measured as described in this provision.  Such payment will be full compensation for, but not limited to, all materials, labor and equipment necessary.

Payment will be made under:

	Pay Item
	Pay Unit

	Mulch Application –East
	Cubic Yard

	Mulch Application –West
	Cubic Yard



