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Description

The North Carolina Department of Transportation will administer a custom version of the Federal On-the-Job Training (OJT) Program, commonly referred to as the Alternate OJT Program.  All contractors (existing and newcomers) will be automatically placed in the Alternate Program.  Standard OJT requirements typically associated with individual projects will no longer be applied at the project level.  Instead, these requirements will be applicable on an annual basis for each contractor administered by the OJT Program Manager.

On the Job Training shall meet the requirements of 23 CFR 230.107 (b), 23 USC – Section 140, this provision and the On-the-Job Training Program Manual.

The Alternate OJT Program will allow a contractor to train employees on Federal, State and privately funded projects located in North Carolina.  However, priority shall be given to training employees on NCDOT Federal-Aid funded projects.

Minorities and Women

Developing, training and upgrading of minorities and women toward journeyman level status is a primary objective of this special training provision. Accordingly, the Contractor shall make every effort to enroll minority and women as trainees to the extent that such persons are available within a reasonable area of recruitment.  This training commitment is not intended, and shall not be used, to discriminate against any applicant for training, whether a member of a minority group or not.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Assigning Training Goals

The Department, through the OJT Program Manager, will assign training goals for a calendar year based on the contractors' past three years’ activity and the contractors' anticipated upcoming year’s activity with the Department.  At the beginning of each year, all contractors eligible will be contacted by the Department to determine the number of trainees that will be assigned for the upcoming calendar year.  At that time the Contractor shall enter into an agreement with the Department to provide a self-imposed on-the-job training program for the calendar year.  This agreement will include a specific number of annual training goals agreed to by both parties.  The number of training assignments may range from 1 to 15 per contractor per calendar year.  The Contractor shall sign an agreement to fulfill their annual goal for the year.\

Training Classifications

The Contractor shall provide on-the-job training aimed at developing full journeyman level workers in the construction craft/operator positions.  Preference shall be given to providing training in the following skilled work classifications:

	Equipment Operators
	Office Engineers

	Truck Drivers
	Estimators

	Carpenters
	Iron / Reinforcing Steel Workers

	Concrete Finishers
	Mechanics

	Pipe Layers
	Welders



The Department has established common training classifications and their respective training requirements that may be used by the contractors.  However, the classifications established are not all-inclusive.  Where the training is oriented toward construction applications, training will be allowed in lower-level management positions such as office engineers and estimators.  Contractors shall submit new classifications for specific job functions that their employees are performing.  The Department will review and recommend for acceptance to FHWA the new classifications proposed by contractors, if applicable.  New classifications shall meet the following requirements:

Proposed training classifications are reasonable and realistic based on the job skill classification needs, and

The number of training hours specified in the training classification is consistent with common practices and provides enough time for the trainee to obtain journeyman level status.

The Contractor may allow trainees to be trained by a subcontractor provided that the Contractor retains primary responsibility for meeting the training and this provision is made applicable to the subcontract.  However, only the Contractor will receive credit towards the annual goal for the trainee. 

Where feasible, 25 percent of apprentices or trainees in each occupation shall be in their first year of apprenticeship or training.  The number of trainees shall be distributed among the work classifications on the basis of the contractor’s needs and the availability of journeymen in the various classifications within a reasonable area of recruitment. 

No employee shall be employed as a trainee in any classification in which they have successfully completed a training course leading to journeyman level status or in which they have been employed as a journeyman. 

Records and Reports

The Contractor shall maintain enrollment, monthly and completion reports documenting company compliance under these contract documents.  These documents and any other information as requested shall be submitted to the OJT Program Manager. 

Upon completion and graduation of the program, the Contractor shall provide each trainee with a certification Certificate showing the type and length of training satisfactorily completed. 

Trainee Interviews

All trainees enrolled in the program will receive an initial and Trainee/Post graduate interview conducted by the OJT program staff. 

Trainee Wages

Contractors shall compensate trainees on a graduating pay scale based upon a percentage of the prevailing minimum journeyman wages (Davis-Bacon Act).  Minimum pay shall be as follows: 

	60 percent
	of the journeyman wage for the first half of the training period

	75 percent
	of the journeyman wage for the third quarter of the training period

	90 percent
	of the journeyman wage for the last quarter of the training period



In no instance shall a trainee be paid less than the local minimum wage.  The Contractor shall adhere to the minimum hourly wage rate that will satisfy both the NC Department of Labor (NCDOL) and the Department.

Achieving or Failing to Meet Training Goals

The Contractor will be credited for each trainee employed by him on the contract work who is currently enrolled or becomes enrolled in an approved program and who receives training for at least 50 percent of the specific program requirement.  Trainees will be allowed to be transferred between projects if required by the Contractor’s scheduled workload to meet training goals.

If a contractor fails to attain their training assignments for the calendar year, they may be taken off the NCDOT’s Bidders List. 

Measurement and Payment

No compensation will be made for providing required training in accordance with these contract documents.

