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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
JAMES B. HUNT JR PO BOX 25201 RALEIGI L N.C. 27611-5201 E. Norris Torson
GOVERNOR SECRETARY

MEMORANDUM TO: Project Engineers
Project Design Engineers

FROM: W. J. Rogers, P.E.
State Bridge Design Engineer
DATE: February 24, 1998
SUBJECT: LATERAL LOADS FOR POT BEARING:!

In accordance with AASHTO Specifications it is the Structuesign Unit's policy to specify lateral loads for pot bearings asviali

For Seismic Performance Category A - The lateral servicedbawn on the plans shall be 20% of the vertical dead load or 10% ofatheettital load
whichever is greater.

For Seismic Performance Category B - The lateral servickslbawn on the plans shall be 10% of the total vertical load or the katéral load derived
from the seismic analysis, whichever is greater.

The Design Manual will be revised to incorporate this guidanceséiadate. All projects shall be reviewed for compliance thithcriteria. Any
specified lateral loads not in conformance shall be correctedtpfieiting, by addendum, or by plan revision if the project has been awarded.
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