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Purpose 
The purpose of this procedure is to provide a standardized format for writing Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI’s).  This format will be used as appropriate for each project that 
requires a FONSI to be prepared by either PDEA staff or a private engineering firm.  The format 
is applicable for both federal and state FONSI’s.  In order to fit a specific project situation, the 
recommended format may need to be modified. 

Responsibility 
The project planning engineer (or person assigned to prepare the FONSI documentation) is 
responsible for following or modifying this recommended format when preparing FONSI’s.  If the 
project is federally funded, the format should be agreed to by FHWA. 

Scheduling and Time Constraints 
The FONSI cannot be completed until the Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable 
Alternative (LEDPA) has been agreed upon and preliminary design modifications for avoidance 
and minimization have been completed.  If the project is in the Merger Process, this is after 
Concurrence Point 4A.  Delay in completing the FONSI may impact the Right of Way schedule for 
the project and hence the final Let schedule.  

Procedures 
The project planning engineer (or person assigned) is responsible for including all information in 
the recommended format that is pertinent to the project situation while preparing the FONSI. 
 

Step 1. Follow the recommended FONSI Format to discuss the preferred alternative 
(LEDPA).  The document will provide a brief summary of the project, address 
comments from the EA review and from the Public Hearing, and discuss any 
additional information or needed corrections.  There is also a FONSI Template set 

1 
The information contained in this procedure is deemed accurate and complete when posted. Content may change at 
any time without notice. We cannot guarantee the accuracy or completeness of printed copies.  Please refer to the 
online procedure for the most current version. 

http://intranet.dot.state.nc.us/content/DOH/preconstruct/tpb/manuals/glossary/acronyms_glossary.pdf
http://www.ncdot.gov/doh/preconstruct/pe/MERGER01/default.html
https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/Environmental/PDEA%20Procedures%20Manual%20Documents/FONSI_Outline_6_2_10.doc
https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/Environmental/PDEA%20Procedures%20Manual%20Documents/FONSI_Template_7_2009.doc
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up for your use that makes it easy to product a searchable PDF for electronic 
distribution of the final document. 

Step 2. Include in the FONSI all sections of the recommended format that are applicable to 
each specific project.  According to the project situation, there may be additional 
sections to the format that need to be considered. 

Step 3. Review the format with supervisor and with FHWA if the project is federally funded. 
Step 4. The draft FONSI shall be reviewed by: 

• Group Leader
• Assistant Unit Head
• Roadway Design Tri-Project Manager
• Division Tri-Project Manager
• FHWA (for federally funded projects)
• Participating regulatory agencies
• Other stakeholders when special circumstances exist

Step 5. The completed FONSI shall be signed by the appropriate personnel as designated 
on the cover page and distributed based on the Distribution of Documents 
procedure. 

Background
According to FHWA Regulation 23 CFR 771.121, a FONSI will be prepared once FHWA has 
reviewed and approved the final Environmental Assessment and agrees that the project does 
not cause significant impacts to the environment.  The purpose of the document is to summarize 
the preferred alternative, complete with a summary of environmental impacts, and address 
coordination and comments made during the review of the EA and during the Public Hearing. 

Policy, Regulatory, and Legal Requirements 
• FHWA Regulation 23 CFR 771 (specifically 771.121)
• North Carolina General Statute 113A-12

Warnings and Precautions 
None 

Resources and Tools 
FONSI Format  
FONSI Template 

Contacts 
• For suggestions to change this procedure contact: Karen Capps, kbcapps@ncdot.gov
• For questions about performing this procedure contact:

https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/Environmental/PDEA%20Procedures%20Manual%20Documents/Distributing%20Environmental%20Documents.pdf
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/legsregs/directives/fapg/cfr0771.htm
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_113A/GS_113A-12.html
https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/Environmental/PDEA%20Procedures%20Manual%20Documents/FONSI_Outline_6_2_10.doc
https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/Environmental/PDEA%20Procedures%20Manual%20Documents/FONSI_Template_7_2009.doc
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Karen Reynolds, kreyonlds@ncdot.gov; or Rob Hanson, rhanson@ncdot.gov 

User Access 
• Restricted NCDOT, FHWA, MPO, RPO, Consultants, etc. 

Flowchart 
• None 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Record of Revision 

 

Version Revision Description Date 

1.1 

Revised to add link to FONSI Template set up in 
Word to make a searchable PDF once the 
document is complete 5/28/10 

 
Under Contacts, revised to use email addresses 
instead of phone numbers 5/28/10 

 
Added information on providing the Public 
Hearing Certification required by FHWA 6/2/10 
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