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STATEWIDE TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS

There were 60,844 reported motor vehicle traffic accidents in the State
during the year 1961. This is a two per cent increase over the 59,73 motor
vehicle traffic accidents reported for the year 1960, Fifty-five per cent
of the total traffic sccidents during 1961 were reported in rural areas, while
forty-five per cent were reported in urban areas,

Reported traffic fatalities for the year 1861 totaled 1,254, This is an
increase of two per cent when compared to the 1,296 traffic fatalities reported
for last year. Sixty-four per cent of the total traffic fatalities resulted
in one-car accidents, The death rate per one hundred million vehicle miles of
travel for this year is 6.3, a decrease of three per cent over the 6.5 for last
year,

Personal injuries received in motor vehicle traffic accidents nurbered
34,438 * for the year 1961. This is an increase of twenty-eight per cent over
the 26,847 injuries reported for the year 1980,

There were 2,180 pedestrians involyved in accidents during 1951, Of these
pedestrians 231 were killed and 1,949 Injured. Pedestrian fatalities represent
eighteen per cent of the total deaths and pedestrian injuries represent six per
cent of the total injuries for the year 1961,

There were'lﬁﬂ,QES drivers involved in reported motor vehlele traffic
accldents during the year 1961. Of the total drivers, 50,159 or fifty per cent
were in violation of the law at the time of the mccident. Some of the most
frequent violations are: Failed to yield right of way, 10,206; Speeding, 9,956
with+5,015 excesding stated speed limit and 4,941 excerting safe speed bui not
stated limit; Driving on wrong side of road,7,881; Following too closely, 7,110;
Reckless driving, 4,196 and Driving drunk, 3,154,

Tratfic aceidents in which one or more drivers were in violation at the time
of cach accidents accounted for seventy-eight per cent of the total reported accidents
during the year 1961,

Motor vehicle traffic accidents reported during night hours accounted for thirty-
nine per tent of the total aceidents and fifty-five per cent of the fatal accidents
during the year 1861,

More sccidents were reported during the hour of 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. Reported
accidents for this hour on Saturday amounted to nineteen per cent of all the
accidents occuring during this hour, In fatal accidents the hour with the highest

frequency was 7:00 to 8:00 p.m, accounting for nine per cent of the total fatal aeccidents.

‘PersqmnI injuries for 1981 Include those who were injured and those who had complaint of pain or
momentary unconscionspess &t the tims of zccoident.



STATEWIDE ACCIDENTS
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RURAL

ACCIDENTS

There were 33 389 rural traffic accidents reported for the year 1981, ‘This is an
inerease of ane per cent when compared to 33,23 motor vehicle traffic accidents reported
for the year 1960. Of the 33,389 rurval traffic Accidents reported; 13,639 were on cotmty
and lecal voads, 12,127 were on U5, mmbered highways, 7 378 were on State mumbered high-
ways, and 245 reported on Interstate numbered highways,

Rural fatalities for the year 1961 totaled 1,058, This is an increase of.two per
cent when compared to the 1,037 rural fatalities reported for the year 1960, During 1961,
rural fatalities that oceurred on 1.5, numhered highways decreased nine per cent, while
on Interstate numbered highways it increased three hundred twenty-five per cent. (More
Interstate highways were open for traffic in 1961 .)

Perscnal injuries received in rural motor vehicle traffic accidents totaled 19,129+
for the year 1961. This is an increase of thirty-one per cent when compared to the
14 596 injuries reported for the year 12800, OF the total injuries, 9,865 were saverely
injured, 6,836 were slightly injured, and 2,428 had complaint of pain,

During the vear 1961 there were 755 pedestrians involved in rural accidents, oOf
these pedestrians, 168 were killed and 587 were in Jured, Pedestrain fatalities represent
sixteen per cent of the total deaths and pedestrian injuries represent three per cent of
the total injuries in rural areas for this year. Twenty-seven per cent of the pedestrians
killed had violated the law or acted unsafely at the time of the accident.

There were 52,602 drivers involved in rural traffic accidents during the year 1961,
Of these drivers, 28 196 or fifty-four per cent were in violation of the law at the time
of the accidents. Some of the most frequent violations in rural sceidents are: Speeding,
7,397 with 4,192 exceeding stated speed 1imit and 3,205 exceeding safe speed but not
stated limit; Driving on wrong side of road, 6,378, Failed to yield right of way, 4,093;
Following too closely, 3,272: Reckless driving, 2,510; and Driving drunk, 1,808,

Rural traffic accidents in which one or more drivers were 1n viclation at the time
0f each accident aceounted for seventy-eight per cent of the total reported during the
vear 1951,

Motor vehicle traffic accidents reported during night hours accowited for forty-threes
per cent of the total accidents and fifty-four per cent of the fatal sccidents in rural
areas for the vear 1961,

*Personal injuries for 1961 include those who were injured amd those who had complaint of pain or
momantary unconsciousness st the time of accldent.



RURAL ACCIDENTS
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Johnston 505 ag | 247 390 456 2‘9_'_ TOTAL 33389 B78|10600| 21910 ( 19129 1058
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URBAN

ACCIDENTS

Reported motor vehicle traffic accidents that occurred in urban aress during the
year 1961 totaled 27,455, This is an increase of four per cent when compared to the
26,500 urban traffic accidents reported for the year 1960. Of the 27,455 urhan traffic
accidents reported; 182 were fatal, 9,824 were non-fatal (injury), and 17,449 were
property demage only.

There were 195 traffic fatalities reported in urban areas during the year 1961.
This is an increase of three per cent when compared to the 189 traffic fatalities
reported for the year 1960. Sixty-Eight per cent of the urban fatalities resulted
in one-car accidents.

Personal injuries reported in urban accidents totaled 15,309% during the year
1861, This is an increase of tweniy-fowr per cent when compared to the 12,351 urban
injuries reported for the year 1960. Of the total urban injuries reported; 4,699 were
severely injured, 6,462 were slightly injured, and 4,148 had only complaint of pain.

During the year of 1961, there were 1,425 pedestrians involved in urban accidents.
Of these pedestrians, 63 were killed and 1,362 were injured. Pedestrian fatalities re-
present thirty-iwo per cent of the total deaths and pedestrian injuries represent nine
per cent of the total injuries in urban aress for the year 1951,

There were 48,321 drivers involved in reported urban traffic accidents during the
year IBG1, Of the total drivers, 21,963 or forty-five per cent were in violation of
the law at the time of the accident., Some of the most frequent violations in urban
accidents are: Failed to yield right of way, 6,113; Following too closely, 3,838,
sSpeeding, 2,559 with B33 exceuding stated speed limit and 1,736 exceeding safe speead
but not stated limit; Reckless driving, 1,686; Improper turn, 1,617: Driving on wrong
side of road, 1,503; Disregarded traffic control, 1,485 and Driving drunk, 1,345,

Urban traffic accidents in which one or more drivers were in wviolation at the
time of each accident accounted for seventy-sevsn per cent, while in Tatal sccidents
it accounted for fifty-nine per cent during the year 1961,

Motor wehicle traffiec aceidents reported during night hours aceounted for
thirty-five per cent of all the aceidents and fifty-eight per cent of the fatal
accidents in urban area= for the year 1961,

*Personal Infuries for 1961 include those who were injured and those who had complzint of pain o
momentary unconsciousness at the time of accldent.
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FATAL ACCIDENTS AND PERSONS KILLED IN MUNICIPALITIERS

Fatal Persons Fatal Persons Fatal Persocns
Cities snd Towns  Accidents. Killed Cities and Towns  Accidents Killed Clties and Towns  Accidents Eilled
AShEDOTD v iivvne aais 1 1 Groonshora ....vvwas 13 14 Roeford . oavpeecmmann 1 1
Asheville ..., .... I | T Greenville (........ 1 1 Raleleh . cvvvrevinns 4 4
o s (=7 R S | 1 HamIeh .o sannses 3 3 Reidavilla .....uve vy o 4
Bessener Clty coveewe 1 ] Henderson .......... 2 2 Rosnoke Repids ...... 2 o
PODIE i e 1 1 Hendersonville ... 1 3 . Rockinghem .. ..oy 3 3
BOrdinotnll cianwveys e I 3 Hichor¥ ..vovovrasis 3 3 Rocky Mount . ... .. . a 4
CENETT v aw i raites s 21 1 High Point ..ovceonas L [+ BOXBOTO v o v winsbmmnn 1 1
Chapel FITl ..vievcuns 1 1 Kapnepolis .. cvne. 4 3 Rutherfordton ....... b 1
Charlotte . ....e.eee. 2E 22 Kings Mountaln ..... 2 2 Salisbury ....vvveues [ &
Clinton . ivee. FREn: 4 4 Eingbon ..o i 2 2 sapford oo, s & 8
Bomeord o vis sty 1 1 Leaksville . ... 1 1 Siler City ..een. sate 1 1
D AP - i s _— 2 BOROEY s cvennmmnnoin B 2 Soothern Pines ,...., B g
BRI - oo adrcs i 4 4 Loxington .....oevnn 1 1 Statesville ......... 3 3
BASNLON «uvussoenemnns 1 1 Lowell ..vviucennnea 1 1 Thomeeville «........ pit 1
6 15 1 ¢ . 1 1 Lumberton .. .e.. 2 2 ¥aldogn L, il 1 1
Payettevilla .iviaaee B g Marion ... oo 1 3 Wozhingbon .. a0 R q
Forest Clty +awouiin 1 1 MONEOE i civ i s 3 a Whiteville ..icovii « 2 2
Fuquey ‘Springs ... ..o 3 3 Mooresville .....o.. 1 1 L3 BT B0 T | R———— 7 7
BATHEL v unw s b 1 ot ok - T 0 o PP s | 1 Wilson c.covvvvrevsnes 1 1
GASEGNIR & oueveeennns 1 1 Mount Olive ......., 1 1 Winston—-Salem ....... 11 11
Goldsboro .. civenenn. 2 - MW BBl i ivaavi 1 1
GBI oiie o v nie s oaits 2 2 Plymouth ioeoiniens H 1 1 TOTAL +.iuis iy 182 105
PEDESTRIAN FATALITIES IN MUNICIPALITIES
Pedestrians Pedestrians Pedest rians
Cities and Towns Eilled Cities and Towns KEilled Cities and Towns Killed
ASHEDOTO vo vevsssns 1 HendersSom .. .ceeccucens 1 T ] 1 R 1
BOOME «seenennnrnessrsn 1 Hendersonville (vovevann 1 Rutherfordton ... ...00 1
CharlobEe . ovavesssins - B Hickory ....... P 1 Balishnry mosscassimss 2
ClInEOm . iswimsuanas 1 Hiph- Podmt congniimines 2 Banford ...esavan T 1
Comeard: o i eraiene e PR | Kings Mountaln oooceveee 1 b ol ., R |
DLBPET . saessssnifes 1 EInston ..evevessmnnpess 1 Btatesville ., ..., v0.. 2
BULHAM . ooe i anressimasie o 2 7 -1 (5 1 b o 1 Thomasville .. .cceianes 1
Fayetteville ......... i 4 LUGHEFEON & oviuoss el 2 Washington .. ooieiinas 1
Puguay Springs ... ...c.. 1 Mooresville ...ieweives 1 Whiteville oo i 2
Goldsboro c.c.viciianana 2 MeW BEFTL i s s sitan ds 1 Wilmingbton . .vveevmnn- =
Grabam oo s 1 Plymouth .oy cvnmvreppass 1 Winston-521em coesuans 2
Greenshurs ., ..o esovnn 5 BRIBIgh vuvevmsnnnsmaie 2 .
Groenville o.ovecveanans 1 Roanoke Rapids ......... 1 TOTAL iwas i eniesns 83
Hamlet ......covsesssnss 1 Rocky Mount ............ 1
RURAL PEDESTRIAN FATALITIES
Pedestrisns Pedestrignz Padestrians Pedestrians
Counties Eilled Counties Killed Countips Killed Counties Killad
AXAMBNGE ... yua i Cumberland...... 3 JONEE ~ v vvisis 4 2 Richmond. . ..... 2
Alexander ....... 1 Corrituck ..... 1 Lee e 2 RobeSom . .uow . 2
ANSO0 e wannansnr 1 Davidson ...... . 1 Lenolt . avevennn 4 Rockinghaem .. .. 1
Beaufort ....eees 3 PEVLE .. vcevin . 2 Idncoln ...onem. 1 ROWAD »cuwcven s 4
Bertie .Jiiveiaas 1 DOpEIn e eah L 4 MEEON | wuvssascs 1 BAMPSON - «senss &
Bladen . i i 1 Durham oooovan . 2 Madison .i..i... 1 Bcotland ......0 1
Brunswick ....uc. 1 Edgecombe ., .... 4 Mertdn ooiiaaas 2 BULTY ciosisass i@
Bungombe ....e.00 3 Porsyth coieun 4 MeDowall ,oevvee 2 Swadn ..o o1
BUThe o i viwnvae & Pranklin ....... 1 Kecklenburg .... 2 Transylvanis .. 2
CHDATTUS +0vwrnas 1 Gaston 4 .veeen.. g Mitchell ....... 1 B0 v cerreme 1
Caldwell ....... . i Quilford sucven. 1 Montgomery ..... 2 VHDOE . 2o i s 1
Carteret .iiciees 1 Falifsr .. oo G Moore:. oo i 1 Wakie ..... Fa 3
Caswell coswsaass d Harmett ..uowein. & Rasl cevaniiiie 5 Washington .... 1
Catawht ..uvesves 4 Haywood ..ovvnns | New Hanover .... 4 Wefeugs: . .veue 1
CRAthAE . vansrns 2 Hertford ....... 3 MEloW (ovennons 3 Wilkes ...vi0a. 3
CRerolee .oveeyes 1 HOBR: [ spamenans 1 DLRNEE v o vvbseus 2 Wilsom ...-c.-. 3
Cleveland ....... 1 Tl s [ LS 1 Pender ......... 3 =T
Columbus (.u.vine d Iredel]l ,.....i. 3 31 £ vt RN T et 3 TOTAL s ievenne 168



TOTAL ACCIDENTS

MONTH URBAN | RURAL: | TOTAL- MONTH URBAN |RURAL| TOTAL
January 2,312) 2,614 4,926 | July 2,021 | 2,902 4,923
February 1,858) 2,136| 3,995 | August 2,321 | 3,154 5,475
March 2,118] 2,337 | 4,456 | Seprember 2,188 | 2,779 4 957
April 2,233| 2,528| 4,761 | COctober 2,492 | 3,235 5,728
May 2,268 2,594 | 4 862 ] November 2,496 | 3,032 5,528
June 2,140) 2,682 4,722 | Decomber 3,006 | 3,495 G ,501

TOTAL 27,455 133,388 60,844
PERSONS KILIED

MONTH URBAN | RURAL | TOTAI, MONTH URBAN | RURAL| TOTAL
January 1 60 76 July 17 80 a7
February g B4 73| Aupust 10 a8 S8
March 15 g7 82 | September 15 104 119
Aprdil 13 249 102 | Cctober 21 13 134
May 13 52 94 | November 26 107 133
June 17 a1 898 | December a0 118 148

TOTAL 195{ 1,059 1,254
FERSONS INIUNE

MONTH 1UREAN RURAL| TOTAI MONTH URBAN | RURAL| TOTAL
January 984) 1,075 2 0591 July 1,187] 1,797 2,984
Febiruary 899 905 1,808 ] Aupust 1,452 1,801 3,253

| March 1.113] 1,039 %2,152] Septerber 1.,291) 1. 702 2,993
April 1,211} 1.593| 2,804 ) October 1,467 2,062 3,529
May 1,338 1,724 3,062 Novenber 1.,406] 1,737 3,142
Junes 1,227] 1,599 2.826] December 1,735 2.091 3,826

TOTAL 15,309/19,129( 34,438




REPORTED MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS

MONTH 1855 | 1960 | 1561 MONTH 1958 | 1960 | 1561
January 4,285 [ 4.714] 4. 525 | July 4 775] 4,825 4,923
February 3,672 | 4,584| 3,885 | Avgust 5,182] 4 919| 5.475
March 4,344 | 5,127 4,456 | September 5,063] 4,943 | 4,967
April 4,145 4,436 4,761 | October 5,925 5,792 | 5,788
My 4,536 | 4,673 4,862 | Noverber 5,423] 5,338 | 5,528
June 4,078 | 4,202 4,722 | Decoember 5,806| 6,181 | 6,501

TOTAL 57.234|59,734 | 60,844
REPORTED MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC FATALITIES

MONTH 1959 | 1980 1961 MONTH 1959 1360 | 15861
January 115 Ha 76 | July a8 90 o7
February 72 79 73 | August 105 83 9B
March g2 N 82 | September 109 123 119
April o Lkl 102 | October 94 135 134
May 93 a9 94 | Novembor 115 103 133
Jurne 78 LO5 88 | December 124 132 148

TOTAL 1,193| 1,225 1,254
REPORTED PERSONS INJURED

MOMNTH 1839 | 1960 | 1981 MONTH 1855 | 1960 | 1961
January 1,818 | 1,968 2,069 | July 2,102| 2,226 | 2,984
February 1,482 1,836 1,808 | August 2,340| 2,332 | 3,253
March 1,800 | 1,782 | 2,152 | September 2,248 2,302 | 2,993
April 1,830 | 2,181 | 2,804 | October 2,451 2,735 | 3,529

fay 2,092 | 2,266 3,062 | Novenber 2,296] 2,332 | 3,142
June 1,867 | 2,028 2,826 | December 2,377| 2,859 | 3,826
TOTAL 24 802|125 947 | 34 438




