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ACCIDENT, INJURY INCREASE HIGHLIGHTS
NEED FOR CAREFUL, COURTEQOUS DRIVING

A MESSAGE FROM THE COMMISSIONER

Norih Carolinians can be thankful that in
1992 the number of persons killed on our roads
and highways decreased by almost eight per
cent. That happened even while the number of
automobiles and total miles driven increased.

While we can be appreclative of that
decrease, we still must be alarmed by the fact
that a total of 1,262 persons died in traffic
accidents in 1992, Each death represented a
tragic loss to that person's family and friends,
as well as others,

While deaths were decreasing, we had a
distressing increase in accidents and injuries In
1992, Accidents were up seven per cent;
injuries were up elght per cent,

The decrease In deaths may be attributlable to a variety of reasons, including
our mandatory seat belt laws, improved technology, such as air bags, and better
design of roads and highways,

But no amount of laws and physical improvements can substitute for careful,
courteous driving. The Division of Motor Vehicles is constantly striving to improve its
efforts to make motor travel safer. The actions we take to improve the safety of travel
include testing and licensing of drivers; sponsorship of defensive driving courses;
enforcement of motor carrier safety regulations; training of school bus drivers; and
oversight of the Vehicle Safety Inspection Program.

Each of those activities by your Division of Motor Vehicles has contributed in
its own way to a reduction of fatalities on the road, But there is only so much we can
do. When driven without respect for the rules of the road or without courtesy for the
other driver or for pedestrians, a motor vehicle can gquickly become a lethal weapon.

When we drive, we must be constantly aware of how our actions can
contribute to accidents, injurles or deaths. The statistics in this book may appear
dry and cold. But behind each statistic is a human story of suffering and property
loss due to accidents. In carefully compiling these figures, we hope to provide the
public with a stark reminder of the need to drive more safely.

Alexander Killens
Commissioner



TABLE OF CONTENTS

_Page

COrinasie AECiIE AL PGS ... oanan o e 2 L i e b B - v it 1
Comparalive SUMMAary. 199253897 ..., ... cmsesseisisimssisssrrprssssssssisssasivbisiaticsinbusmssssssmannshh 3
Fatalilies By County: 19451002 ......ccoiurroeceeersieersmsriransssermsbess bhatbissnnsrag s i s ebsssisssanansses 4
Urban and Pedestrian Falalities ... iioiimemeisemi e singensrrrrsnenssasssssssvnsssnsen s bpasssssass &
SEriOUSARES BF INMJUNY oooiiiiiiiiniinsnnsimmersrsesessiniasinessssst ssssanasmsbinnsssnr amssssmmsassmsas rssnnesnansesnnens 7
Holiody Data; 1GBB-1882.... . vcsiiswsiiisosinssss sintisomses sess s sssags s soseomeaspassds s rsbsnesmssmess snes 8
Accidents, Fatalities and Injuries by Months: 1888-1992 ...t 9
T N O T e 0 Ly e S G o i e B T a0 e N P S5 10
Most Frequent Contributing Circumstances in ACCIdents ... 11
BT DT RIIEL o it oersiremnemimentssed e s e R R i 12
Twenty Year Bate Summary: 1973-1992 .......ccimiirariaccbmitissnsivnssessarsi besssmsiznsssnsns 13

Accident Rate per 100 Million Vehicles Miles

Injury Rate per 100 Million Vehicle Miles

Death Rate per 100 Million Vehicle Miles
Registration, Mileage, Traific Accident Data: 1940-1992.......cirmimmcmcmicrsssrerrononecis 14
Traffic Accidents, Deaths and Injury Rates: 1940-1992........ccmninisismimimnnre s 15
Seathell Efoctivenass SR ;..o st s iihiiaiin shvas sy s ass S remss o 16
][ 27 T B L T e R O S AT T L O R PP T FT TP U 17
SIS ACORIE Nt S UMIMIBRY (1o iainaisioviditingbonsssnsh e savaribos) KRS TN FwH N s s s 19
R =TT T P B o o W e g M P e BN N 8 PP 31
LGy ASCIBTIL DRI . s rrer conrems vesmst rrevessoniionsi vy bihaslh asadlieiasvio ki dabdi s o e s 43

T2 T e O U S e cos (e Aot (e TH JBS c1f o 53



1992 COMPOSITE ACCIDENT PICTURE

GEMERAL

1,282 persons killed, 8% decrease from 1391,

122,846 persons injured, 8% increase from 1891,

172 868 traffic accidenis reported, 7% increase from 1981,
30% of all accidents involved only one vehicle.

Far every 97 persons injured, one person was killed.

1 out of every 19 licensed vehicles was involved in an accident,
1 out of every 18 licensed drivers was invalved in an accident.
5,800,608 vehicles were licensed in the State.

There are 4,655,441 licensed drivers.

72% of all accidents occurred between 7:00 am. & 7.00 p.m.; while only 50% of fatal accidents occurred
during this time period.

Sunday was the lowest accident day with 11% of all accidents.

One accidenl reperied every 3 minutes.

COne person injured every 4 minutes.

One person killed every 7 hours,

189 persons were killed tor each 100,000 population:

"Speeding” was the leading violation in fatal accidents.

In 83% of all accidents at least one driver was in vielation of a traffic law.

Only 4% of all accidents and 5% of fatal accidents involved mechanical defects,

42.7% of tatal accidents and 42.3% of persons killed were determined to be alcohol related by comparing
the law enforcement reports and the Medical Examiner's Reporl (BAC) for sobriety.

CYCLIST

18% of bicyclists killed were between 10 and 14 years of age.

1 out of every 54 bicyclists involved in traffic accidents was Kilied.
22 bicyclists killed, 41% decrease from 1891.

62 motorcyclists were killed in 1992,

58,287 motorcycles were licensed at the end of the year in 1892, and thers were 243 545 licensed
drivers with Motorcycle Endorsement,

Your chance of being killed or seriously injured when involved in a motoreycle accident is approximately 1
out of every 3.



B There were 228 reported accidents involving mopeds wilth 5 riders killed and 78 seriously injured.

m 5% of the moped riders in accidents were under the legal age (16); 9% were aged 16-21, 74% aged
22-55, and 12% over 55,

PEDESTRIAN

®m 1 out of 12 pedestrians involved inan accident was killed,

m 145 of all fatalities were pedestrians,

m 5% of the pedestrian fatalities were children under 10 years of age.
]

38% ol the pedestrian tatalities were killed while crossing not al an intersection, while 6% were crossing
at an intersection,

W 14% of the pedestrian fatalities were killed while walking in roadway-with traffic, while 4% were facing
traffic.

m 7% of the pedestrian fatalities were killed while lying in roadway.

CHILD RESTRAINTS — SEAT BELTS

® 53% of North Carolina children under the ags-of 2 and involved in an ascident were reported as being
restrained either by a child restraint or an adull belt system. For children aged 2 thru 5, the percentage
decreased slightly to 88%.

m 21 children under the age of & died in Norh Carslina accidents; 5 were restrained and 16 weare
unrestrained. Restraint use status for & of the children was unknown.



COMPARATIVE SUMMARY 1992 — 1991

114,158

DRIVERS KILLED 674

76

PASSENGERS KILLED A3
357

|

MOTORCYCLISTS KILLED 62

BICYCLISTS KILLED 22
37

|

PEDESTRIANS KILLED 17
188

l

MILLIONS OF VEHICLE MILES TRAVELED" 66,797

64,800

1.88
211

MILEAGE DEATH RATE

MILEAGE INJURY RATE 183.9

175.8

HEPORTABLE ACCIDENTS i 172,868
161,020
TOTAL DEATHS 1,262
1,366
TOTAL INJURIES 122,646

*PEA HUNDRED MILLION MILES TRAVELED
(ESTIMATED FROM GASOLINE TAX REVENUE
1992 BY PLANNING & ENVIRONMENTAL BRANGH,
1991 DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS)

+T.4%

- T.6%

#7.6%

-5.9%

B.7%

-7.5%

-40,5%

-9.5%

+ 2.9%

-10.4%

+4.6%



FATALITIES BY COUNTY — 1945-1992

1845
Counties 1977 1978 1979 18B0 1881 1842 1583 1084 1085 1985 1987 1985 1389 1000 19 162 | TomlL
Alamance 91 24 M 2 2 # B 17 Z=m 5 2 7 19 B 18 1 ga8
Alexandar 149 B B [ 3 7 8- ‘9 13 7 8 1 15 4 5 4 285
Aleghany 75 5 4 3 i 4 4 ] 0 1 6 2 ] 4 : 3 "
Anson 284 g 5 1 g 2 3 3 5 7 E 15 g 3 [} B 302
Ashe 118 & 2 g 4 4 k] 3 3 ! 3 i 3 6 1 165
Rary 78 2 5 5 5 2 3 4 5 3 4 3 4 I3 1 136
Baaulor 45 N a 15 1N @ W 12 W 17 13 i3 B 10 7 1B 558
Bartie 245 3 7 W 6 7 8 10 1 12 g 13 PR I 76
Bladen 400 5 W0 w15 - ¢ # 4& B 1’ 1 a 8 558
Brunswick 41 o s B 2 13 9. 12 1 & Y 7 W% W o 856
Buncombe @8 24 3 4 4 2 2% 18 2 W g8 8L W 2w 020 0 1,366
Burka 545 2 1m0 B8 25 2 4 2’ 5 17 13 786
Cabarms 513 24 15 & 20 6 & 2 18 22 18 1@ 47 13 1@ 13 780
Caldwall 40 13 B w15 7 "l 4. 14 e 20 15 18 10 15 25
Camdan 7 3 2 3 3 1] 2 1 1 i 1 1 1 1 ] 1 a5
Cartarat 331 g 12 s 14 g ) § N1 15 g 12 12 1w W 487
Caswell =13 A R | 6 5 g T2 & 2 5 7 5 7 %2
Catawba 70 ¥ B 0% ® ¥ M ¢ 2B¥ /L ¥ 2B/ M 3@ 3}/ B 1,150
Chatham 45 20 15 12 0 10 g W@ 24 2 17 15 A 7 1B 4 74
Charckea 154 B 3 4 1 B 1 5, & 2 i 3 2 211
Chowan 82 1 0 2 4 2 3 3 3 2 2 0 2 120
Ciay = 36 ' ] 0 2 2 f ] 2 2 1 0 1 4 1 2 53
Cieveland 589 13 15 4 B W 7 =;»m 2 @M 15 14 B 2 % B4
Calumbius 875 21 M4 1@ 1@ 2 2 18 W 3 W B W 24 17 24 gen
Cravan 58 18 15 7 1 ¢ 1 W 1B 16 1B 4 3 10 5 14 7
Cumbsriand 1362 47 58 B0 30 o4& 47 B2 B4 47 57 35 845 38 45 48 2,035
Cunituck 185 12 £ 2 § 5 7 i B0 G 7 g 4 7 7 265
Laré 145 4 2 3 g 5 5 5 5 g i 3 9 6 2 3 223
Davidson 794 30 & 3 M 2 M ® 2T 2B 4 N B B N B 1,298
Devi 219 g £ 5 ] ] 5 4 8 4. 10 3 5 9 § 4 318
Duplin 452 i2 & 20 17 12 13 18 13 11 9 12 18 er 14 10 42
Durham 6 2 = 17 2 W 4 2@ ®m 2 M w9 B 7 Bx 0 1,060
Edgecomba & 12 T 1’ B B 5 W 14 15 18 g ¥ 18 4 12 666
Forsyh ' 1108 41 40 B4 ‘49 3 30 @ - 42 47 2, 2 B 4 M | 158
Frankin %7 14 18 8 16 10 6 14 7 ] g 20 12 & 12 18 543
Gaston B85 31 W 3@ 33l H W MW ¥ B W 3}¥ MW £ 2 B 1,357
Gates 185 5 3 4 ra 4 3 9 4 1 i 5 7 8 13 2 243
Gratam 27 2 2 | 1 0 0 2 1 2 0 0 3 0 ) 1 44
Gramvills W 12 M W 18 B g 12 10 15 1 20 20 14 g 7 577
Gieane 164 L 1 3 ] ] 5 5 15 3 5 4 2 7 5 2 256
Guillord 1674 S0 8 S5 B 41 &7 & B M M B 8 5 9 2501
Hafax B0 17 15 12 18 2 13 17 2 15 14 8 24 15 2/ 20 958
Hamett %7 20 24 22 25 24 25 24 M 3@ 1@ 33 3 2% 25 18 1178
Haywood M0 14 2 7 7 1 3 " W% 5 W - 18 413
Hendarson 1p0 T (I 5 14wy 15 18 g W 1 523
Hertord pap 7 T 12 B 5 16 7 8 g 3 T 388
Hoka glg 12, # 3 5 9 7' 4 i 710 6 8 7 T 41
Hyde 76 3 8 4 2 0 1 0 3 1 5 0 2 2 4 108
kmdall 556 19 -~ 0 22 27 2 27 2 17 @ | 35 an 24 15 g3
Jarkson 17% 3 6 13 7 B 5 1 3 12 1l & B 3 1 g 27




FATALITIES BY COUNTY — 1945-1992

1945

Counties 1077 1978 1970 1980 1961 1982 1083 1854 1085 1986 1987 1088 1980 1800 1891 3R TOTAL |
Johnaton 853 6 = 28 et 24 17 45 a2 & 36 41 3 27 35 3 1,345
Jones 154 5 i B 5 4 4 5 1 g B g 1 3 5 2 218
Las 408 i ] 17 3 Fi 12 g 17 15 B 13 1 13 7 21 583
Lenair 510 1) 20 10 1T 3 & 17 12 19 14 17 20 18 18 & 736
Lincoin 362 14 12 1 8 g 10 16 15 15 11 18 15 16 17 7 559
Maron 1ay 3 5 3 4 5 4 1 & 1 6 2 1 1 4 166
Madison 147 8 4 & B a 5 5 T 2 7 2 ] 5 4 & 222
Waitin 240 T 12 5 8 7 13 ] 12 L] 7 1 13 T 5 4 351
MecDowall 3ad 13 12 2 8 B 15 6 1 12 12 17 ) i0 14 & 518
Weckdenburg 1,838 a2 79 75 B89 59 70 A1 56 &5 77 ) 76 73 64 55 2an
Mitched 42 1 3 5 3 3 2 a 2 4 & 2 4 q 1 1 &2
Montgemesy 248 4 B 8 4 7 3 1 g 3 5 8 7 3 1 & a5
Koore 5040 16 21 12 10 13 13 18 16 17 22 12 14 16 1" 13 732
Mash B48 36 34 26 18 23 23 4 23 # 3 0 25 16 22 22 1,204
New Hanover 501 17 24 19 12 18 10 19 23 16 23 13 19 15 12 14 14
Marthamptan 4 10 10 Fj 5 g 10 3 11 1 4 ) 1 ] 3 B b1
Onslow TES 28 25 1& 2 35 34 kel 30 aa a8 26 21 25 27 22 1184
Orange a7e 10 15 s 26 13 ) 15 16 23 16 15 | 16 20 24 628
Pamijco ] 1 3 2 3 3 4 4 5 4 b 4 2 4 2 2 148
Pasquotank 165 5 5 4 { 8 2 8 4 5 8 8 (i 4 K] 3 241
Pencer 353 6 10 16 1 12 & 4 T a 10 10 10 1 10 13 443
Perglimans 108 [ 3 4 1 3 1 L] 2 2 4 1 1 1 2 0 138
Parson 268 7 4 11 2 5 ] i3 ] 5 7 11 7 2 5 ] an
PFitt 527 g 25 18 X 18 18 13 23 18 21 22 30 22 22 14 Bi4
Poli 102 5 0 5 k] 2 2 4 3 2 3 & 3 2 1 2 143
Randoigh [T 25 22 X e 18 26 # a5 a2 2 40 34 28 K< 28 1,128
Richmond 528 15 1 2 13 6 8 15 18 14 13 20 21 14 13 14 47
Robasan 1,517 53 48 42 44 28 47 £2 45 45 52 o3 45 44 & 44 2,205
Rockingham 700 a3 26 28 28 15 2 16 n 28 21 19 13 21 14 15 1,030
Rowan 702 25 & a8 23 20 23 6 i 2 21 26 28 &3 35 14 1,081
Autharford 414 20 17 23 15 14 10 18 14 21 15 17 A 10 15 1 655
Sampson Bad 2 = 25 25 22 26 27 I a0 33 2 18 16 15 16 1,020
Scotfand 386 12 7 13 ik é ] 8 5 18 13 13 10 10 10 12 546
Stanly poicl:| ] iz 10 12 ] | B ] 5 12 16 13 -] ¥ g 484
Stokas 244 17 ] ] 6 ] 12 4 11 L Fi 7 g 7 ] 3 ] 375
Surry 517 13 10 18 12 11 12 g 12 14 15 21 20 1 13 7 716
Swain FE] 1 B ] 0 0 3 3 2 2 2 1 1 2 ] 2 b
Transyfvania 103 4 B 4 4 2 1 2 2 2 5 2 1 2 3 ] 148
Tyrradl 47 0 1 0 i o 1 o 0 1 5 a 0 0 1] 1 57
Unign 53 13 1 20 20 21 18 ] 15 2 27 2;6 18 18 18 13 AZ3
Vance s 16 q 8 12 10 1 10 12 20 1@ 13 13 12 g 10 565
Waka 1,525 i3 53 69 5 b6 3 f 75 70 54 59 51 55 47 & 2312
Warren 233 11 ] T & 4 7 4 3 ] 5 ] 8 3 3 -] 313
Washington 139 1 4 ] a k] 7 0 7 7 4 2 2 2 B 200
Walauga 149 & B 2 B ] 4 k] 7 7 5 B ] 13 L3 B 246
Wayne 678 28 3z 35 28 20 ) 25 17 16 24 20 24 18 15 17 1010
Wilkees BN 13 17 26 18 1z 13 14 12 2 21 21 19 22 12 14 BE4
Wilsan 4 26 21 2 13 19 18 20 28 20 2 18 7 24 17 20 1,053
Yackin 232 B 17 5 5 8 2 a 7 7 13 10 B 10 11 4 347
Yancey i 1 T 3 1 5 ] 3 2 3 '] 2 ) 1 2 0 133
TOTAL 4421 1515 1526 1518 1407 1320 1242 1448 1482 1845 1601 1587 1466 1384 1385 1282 | 86,073




URBAN AND PEDESTRIAN FATALITIES

FATAL ACCIDENTS AND PERSONS KILLED BY CITIES AND TOWNS

Fatal Persons Fatal Persons Fatal Parsons
Cilias and Towns  Accidanis Killad Citles and Towns  Accldants Killad Cilles and Towns  Accidents Kllled
Albomarle 1 1 Hamlet 4 a5 Raidsvilla 1 2
Apsx 1 1 Hendsrson 1 1 Foanoke Rapids 2 2
fsheboro 1 1 Hickary 3 3 Rockingham 1 1
Ashaville 7 7 High Paint 4 4 Rocky Mount 3 4
Brevard 1 1 Jacksonville 2 3 Salisbury 1 2
Butlington - 2 Kannapalis 2 2 Sanford 7 ]
Carrbora 1 i Kamersville 1 1 Solma 1 1
Chapel HIll g g Kinston 1 1 Shealby 2 3
Charloits 38 40 Lencir & & Smithligld 1 1
Claytan i i Lexington 1 1 Spring Lake 1 1
Clemmeans 1 1 Lumberton 2 2 Statesville 2 2
Concard a 4 Matthews 1 2 Washingtan 2 3
Durkam 15 13 Manroe 1 1 Waynesville 1 1
Fayettaville 12 12 Maurt Holly 1 1 Whitaville 1 1
Gastonia ] 2] Maunt Clive 1 1 Wilmington 4 4
Goidsbero 4 4 MNaw Barmr 1 1 Wilson B ]
Grasrsbaro 12 14 Mewtar 1 1 Winston Salem 14 14
Graenville 2 ; Rateigh 4 4 TOTAL 205 223

URBAN PEDESTRIAN FATALITIES
Cily Fatalities City Fatalllies Cily Fatalltles
Asheboro 1 Gasionia 2 Mount Olive 1
Azhaville 2 Goldsboro 3 Mewtan i
Bravard 1 Greenville 1 Raleigh 1
Burdington 1 Greensborg 2 Salizsbury 2
Carrbom i Hamilet 1 Sanford 3
Chapel Hill 1 Henderson 1 Shelby 1
Charotia 0 High Point 1 Spring Lake 1
Claytan 1 Kannapalis 1 Whiteville i
Clammans 1 Kinstan 1 Wilson 3
Diurkiam 4 Lencir 3 Winston Salem 5
Fayaliaville [ Lumberon 1 TOTAL ES
RURAL PEDESTRIAN FATALITIES

Counly Falalllies County Fatalifles Counly Falalilis=
Arnson 2 Harnett 1 Pendar 2
Baaulort 2 Haywood 2 Person 1
Brunswick 4 Hertford 1 Pitt 3
Buncombe i Hoka ! Randolph 2
Burke o Jagksen 1 Richmond 1
Cartarot 1 Jahnston 2 HRobeson 10
Catawha 1 Les 2 HRowan 1
Chatham 2 Lanoir 2 Sampson a
Clevaland 2 Lingoln 1 Stanly 1
Columbus 3 Madisen 1 Slokes 1
Cravan 3 MeDawell 1 Wake 1
Cumbetland a Meckienburg 1 Warren 1
Davidson 3 Montgomary 1 Washingten 1
Forsyth 1 Moare 2 Wayne 2
Franklin 1 Nash 1 Wilkes 1
Greana 1 Mew Hanover 2 Wilsan 3
Guiilfard | Onslaw 4 TOTAL 108
Halltax = Orangs 3



SERIOUSNESS OF INJURY
1992

URBAN 1%

T73%

RURAL %

27%

58%

=l

K. KILLED

A. Bleeding members,dis-
torted member or any con-
dition that required victim
to be carried from the
scene.

B. Other visible injuries
such as bruises, swelling,
mping or any pamniul
movement.

C. Complaint of pain
without visible signs of
injury or momentary
urconsciousness



HOLIDAY DATA

PERIOD
BEGINNING EMDING ALL PERSONS PERSONS
HOLIDAY {6:00 p.m.) (MIDNIGHT) ACCIDENTS INJURED KILLED
NEW YEAR
1987-1958 12-31-87 1-3-83 1563 1051 10
1928-1959 12-25-28 1-2-89 1831 1350 19
1923-1930 12-25-89 1-1-50 1176 785 15
19901991 12-28-90 1-§-91 1431 1020 18
1981-1932 12-30-04 1-1-82 A3 425 g
EASTER
1988 3-31-88 4-03-88 1275 55 15
1989 3-23-89 42689 1375 973 12
1580 4-12-40 44550 1984 1181 2
1981 3:28-91 33191 1701 1365 14
1992 4-16-92 4-19-32 1914 1082 16
MEMORIA
1384 5:27-88 5-30-88 1274 973 12
1889 5.27-89 5.29-30 1208 924 21
1940 5.25-90 5.26-00 1540 1337 21
1591 52481 5.27-91 1202 1007 17
1092 5-22-92 5-25-02 114 544 a8
FOURTH OF JuULY
1988 7-1-88 74488 1284 1017 25
1985 63089 7-4-88 1840 1514 14
1040 7-3.90 7-4-40 491 408 10
1891 7-3-81 7-741 1717 1379 26
1gg2 7-2.92 7-5.42 1187 996 19
BOR DAY
1988 9-2-85 0.5-88 1641 1286 22
1989 9.1-84 8-4-89 1275 1010 14
1980 8-31-80 5-3-50 1183 1087 19
1991 R-30-91 §-2-G 1108 o4 12
(a5 9.4:02 5-7-a2 1495 1266 5
THANKSGIVING
1988 11-23.88 11-27-68 1658 1310 17
1989 i1-22.88 11-26:89 1712 1166 15
1920 11-21-00 11-25-90 1544 1073 i2
1959 11-2793 12013 1753 1347 18
1982 11-25-92 11-20.02 2030 1387 16
CHRISTMAS
1984 12-72.88 12-26-88 1942 1374 27
1989 12-02:80 12.25-89 1537 038 15
1880 12.21-00 122550 692 1221 &
1491 12-23:01 122581 932 B55 g

1492 12:23:92 12.27-92 2272 1580 18




ACCIDENTS, FATALITIES AND INJURIES BY MONTH

REPORTED MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS

MONTH 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992
January 15,257 13,084 12,813 11.912 12,553
February 11,629 14,718 12,157 10,846 12,492
March 13,491 15,311 14,445 12,988 12,896
April 13,8928 14,407 13,392 13,624 13,526
May 14,269 14,748 15,233 14,158 15,097
June 13,800 15,208 13,454 13,127 13,872
July 13,924 13,858 13,747 13,642 13,527
August 14,695 14,208 13,864 14,845 14,376
September 15,144 15,712 12,677 12,886 14,039
October 16,278 16,014 15,984 14,328 16,660
MNovember 15,263 15,580 14,140 14 300 17,126
December 15,601 14,201 14,046 14,359 16,604
TOTAL 173,273 182,159 165,962 161,020 172,868
REPORTED MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC FATALITIES
MONTH 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992
January 39 101 108 89 108
February 85 a7 81 82 92
March 128 123 93 &1 99
April 125 130 123 105 93
May 126 108 105 130 76
June 131 133 127 128 123
July 176 140 128 125 117
August 127 121 134 120 121
September 142 121 123 13 24
Cctaber 157 166 138 121 131
Movember 123 114 113 113 102
December 168 113 114 125 108
TOTAL 1,587 1,468 1,384 1,366 1,262
REFORTED MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC INJURIES

MONTH 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992
January 8,548 8,625 8,435 7,785 8,313
February 7657 9,006 B372 7.228 8,859
March 9,146 9769 10,471 9,209 9 461
April 4,580 10,300 9,783 10,034 9877
May 10,281 10,328 11,101 10,313 11,092
June 3,616 10,822 9,700 10,146 10,270
July 10,080 10,300 10,075 10.074 8,947
August 10,627 10,081 10,313 11.099 10,823
Seplember 10,645 10,893 g,431 g.300 10,410
Oeclober 11,163 11279 11,087 g778 11,484
November 9,924 10,173 9,636 8,495 11,208
December 10,278 11.220 0,398 g,687 11,102
TOTAL 117,825 122,796 117,862 114,158 122 846




DRIVER INVOLVEMENT

NUMBER OF LICENSED DRIVERS AND ACCIDENTS
BY AGE AND INVOLVEMENT

1992

ACCIDENT INVOLVEMENT

BAMLY INJURY

Property Parcant
Nimber Wen-Fatal Dzmags Imvalved In
Age ol Driver Licensed 2 / Tolal Falal Injary Only Accidont b/
15 years and yolnger - B804 5 408 391 —
16 years 42 800 10,091 34 4,624 5,433 237
|7 years 57,901 10109 48 4,860 5,401 17.58
1818 years 146,880 20,337 85 9,318 10,826 13.8
20-24 years 471177 48,927 248 22,247 26,432 10.4
25-34 years 1,068,177 73,054 379 33,234 39 441 g9
35-44 years 1,013,064 53,068 37 24,008 28,745 5.3
45-54 years 734,822 31,611 202 14,225 17,184 4.3
55-64 years 527123 20,809 134 B 141 11,634 4.0
T4 years 411,077 15,180 95 6,538 B,557 3.7
75 years and older 184,513 7.1 7 3,338 4,296 4.2
Mot stated — 5013 16 1,540 3,457 =
4,655,441 286,724 1,648 133,278 161,797 6.4

TOTAL

-ay

As of January, 1983

B Percentage of numbar of licensed drivers in each age group Involved in-accidents.

%o

COMPARISON OF LICENSED DRIVERS
AND THEIR ACCIDENT INVOLVEMENT

+++++++++

Distributlon of Licensed
Drivers by Age

=1 Percent of age-grouped
licensed drivers
Invelved In accidents

'Fdh

e o = = -

17

18-19

20-24

AGE

25-34

GROUP

10

35-44

45-54

55-64

65-74

75+



MOST FREQUENT
CONTRIBUTING CIRCUMSTANCES IN ACCIDENTS

STATEWIDE

SPEEDING

FAILED TO SEE
SAFE MOVEMENT

YIELD

ALCOHOL OR
DRUG RELATED

WHRONG SIDE
OF ROAD

FOLLOWING TOO
CLOSELY

DISREGARDED
TRAFFIC SIGNAL

DISREGARDED
STOP SIGN

IMPRCPER LANE
USE

IMPROPER TURN

IMPROPER
EQUIPMENT

OTHER

| I | | | |
| | | | ! L

15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40%

1



ITmo=sc =

BICYCLE
BICYCLE FACTS: 1971-1992

NUMEER BICYCLE ACCIDENTS
Proparty Total Total

All *Fatal Injury Damage Bicycilst Bleyeilst
Yaar Actidants Accidents Accidents Accidants Killed Injured
1571 el 27 L] & 28 G55
1972 783 32 749 2 it 786
1573 ag5 24 053 B 25 474
1974 1,205 a5 1,654 B 34 1,288
1575 1132 ey 1,087 14 32 1,130
14976 455 3 404 20 a1 Q37
1977 1.058 22 1,020 14 22 1,083
1978 1,062 25 1,024 9 | 1,065
197 1,000 23 850 27 24 1,058
1580 1,105 32 }.053 20 a2 1,123
a8y 1,000 28 243 25 28 1,028
1982 1143 23 1,048 35 27" 1,148
1483 1,082 19 1021 a2 20 1,109
1484 1170 2% 110 ki az 1.210
1885 1.082 2 1,025 5 22 1,125
1986 119 k| 1147 13 2 ‘1.245
1887 1,136 26 1,084 16 25 1,188
1983 1,122 a2 1,074 16 33 1,165
1589 a4 25 933 4 25 1.013
1430 1076 29 1,029 18 22 1,120
189 0] ar 225 24 ar 1,033
1942 1,112 s 1,064 5 Farth 1,170

" Includes fatallties In suto which resulted from bicycle-aulo collisions.
** Excludes tatalities In sute which resulied from bicyele-aulo collisions,
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REGISTRATION—MILEAGE

TRAFFIC ACCIDENT DATA—1940-1992

ANNUAL TOTALS
VEHICLES MILES$ REFORTED PERSONS PERSONS
YEAR REGISTERED DRIVEM ACCIDENTS INJURED KILLED
1940 £E4 255 6,261.226,331 5010 5,298 861
1941 737,108 7.267,717.822 11672 6,444 1,289
1542 556,140 5:410,400,297 5,456 3730 Bd2
1343 663,625 4512824255 5354 3481 584
1944 671,517 4,768,294 581 6,191 3,448 558
1845 £86.435 5.733,264,085 7,528 4376 732
1948 779,530 8,142,987 055 10,242 B,062 1028
1347 883,498 R,932,597 542 12501 B,527 838
1948 058,541 9,585,411 742 16,218 7,450 734
13454 1,030,319 10,408,375 893 21,202 9721 43
1950 1,171,228 11,852,054 420 28,251 12,352 58y
1451 1,247 824 12,900,246,745 37 806 15,123 1.071
1452 1,297,550 13,672,289,065 424941 15,409 1,115
1853 1,384,757 14,471,064 522 45,757 15171 1118
1954 1,437,823 14,680,223,380 40,449 15,800 EEL
1955 1,601,357 15,867 235,501 45,054 17875 1,165
1956 1,672,440 16,845,512 043 45,235 19,480 1,108
1957 1,720,162 17,026,878,360 47,705 19,061 1,064
1558 1,708,324 17,283,201,314 50,734 21,412 1,083
{453 1,920,168 19,355,880,228 57.2%4 24,802 1393
1880 1,907,958 18,719,108 363 59734 26,947 1226
1961 1,984,233 19,340.427,803 60,845 34,435 1,258
1982 2056,858 20,245,863 536 £5,318 a7 404 1,325
1983 2101132 21,470,972,331 72810 42562 1,388
1364 2,258,006 22,757 339,201 B2 071 49,129 1,584
1965 2,409,978 23,660,587 224 B5.842 50,050 1835
1965 2 575,520 25,197 358,038 47 306 52 111 1,724
1967 2,702,548 26.615,511,764 101,618 54,428 1,751
1068 2838420 27 845,824,795 109,383 55,127 1,869
1269 4,071,561 29,849,573,189 120,453 58614 1,810
1570 3,208,282 31,351 571,206 124,784 58,6085 1772
g7 3,456,743 13 162,464,979 142 087 1,360 1,846
1972 3,456 848 129,721,185 127,872 65,416 1,983
1973 1,981,659 38,072,308 425 125,825 72060 1,892
1974 4145821 36,017 815,408 121,552 68,102 1,585
1475 4,274,207 36,400,000,660 {28,683 73,978 1522
1976 4,450,274 38 600,000,000 138,444 78315 1531
1977 4,685,259 40,310,000,000 145,672 81,319 1,442
1878 4914209 42,500,000,000 155704 BS, 741 1,515
1979 5,082,485 42,075,000,000 153 844 85,895 1,526
1950 4,862 21441 41,234 B00,000 145 881 13,169 1519
1981 4,655,675 42,060,000,000 143,327 82,659 1,497
1682 4,980,586 43, 100,000,000 144,543 B340 1.320
1983 5,160,488 45,040,000,000 145613 A3982 1,242
1084° 5,307 870 48,050 000,000 147,425 57056 1,448
1585 5,547,029 49,924 000,000 150417 104,769 1,482
{986 5,767,933 52,681,000,000 162,216 113,191 1,545
1287 5,310, 1798 54, 500,000,000 172038 114874 1,601
1988 5,506,477 57.784,000,000 173.279 117,505 1,587
19809 5,600,849 £0,878,000,000 182.158 122,796 1,468
1950 5,651,726 B2,752,000,000 165,962 117,862 1,284
|95t 5676328 £4,800,000,000 161,020 114,158 1,366
1932 5800608 66,797,000,000 172,858 122,846 1,262

fisalumn 2 Vehiclo mites drivan are estimated from gasaiag tex revanue by Planning and Research, Division of Highways,
“*Bass for accidan teposting rased from $100 demage to 5200 damage sfective July 1, 1871,
“Basis for nocidant reporting raised from %200 damaga fo $500 damage efecive Octobar 1, 1983

TtCounting procedures changed dug o sizpoered ragstation
#ieduction rapresents amaor purge of the- mastar fle
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TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS, DEATHS AND INJURY RATES — 1940-1992

RATE PER 100 MILLICH RATE PER 100 DEATH

VE BEFORTED ENTS RATE PER
REPORTED FERSONS PERSONS PERSONS PERSONS 100,000

YEAR ACCIDENTS MJURED KILLED HJURED KILLED POPULATION
1849 1439 846 15,83 58,80 1.0 2745
(541 1606 8a.7 17,74 55.21 1.0 3602
1342 1162 700 15.58 58,70 13.0 24347
1043 1158 685 14.83 5628 178 15,15
1544 12598 724 1380 5.6 106 1837
1945 1313 763 1277 58,12 972 205
1946 125.8 744 1282 59.19 10.04 2879
1047 1309 731 9359 52.21 B.40 23.41
1048 1682 78.1 7.657 46.18 4,53 2056
1045 2037 535 B058 a5.85 EET) 2361
1950 238.4 104.2 8345 4372 3.50 2455
1451 2515 1172 8.302 40.21 285 26.05
{952 a09.4 1.0 B.034 35.88 260 26,50
1953 3162 1048 7,726 33,16 244 26,56
1954 YN 106.7 CHER) 3857 7450 2328
1955 Pan2 1118 7.296 3957 2586 2704
1956 eoap 156 B.5T6 3557 2.250 2542
1957 2802 118 5.249 35.96 2230 2414
1058 233.4 1238 5263 42:20 ERET] 24.90
1053 318 135.1 B459 4333 3084 26.19
1980 3151 1440 8549 4511 2052 2691
1961 3054 1727 B.280 55.50 2,088 2724
1862 q227 184.8 6530 5724 2023 2841
TBR3 338.1 1587 B.437 55,60 1 EOR 3042
1564 3505 215.8 £.060 54,85 7,830 LW
1365 7.0 2115 5.893 57.64 {B78 5.8
1568 3863 206.9 £.78 5357 1.575 a7.84
1557 3801 o045 657 53,68 1,720 38.43
1958 3928 188.0 670 50,41 1.707 41,02
1968 4037 1863 B.10 4854 1.458 39.73
1470 2974 1857 584 47.00 1.420 34.87
1971+ 400.6 1848 5,66 46,14 1.309 3632
1872 44,7 17653 595 51,15 1.55 39.02
1973 3226 1848 4.85 57.29 1.50 3723
1974 3376 185.2 F40 Z6.00 1.0 31,19
1975 353.5 203.2 4.18 57.48 118 Poos
1478 358.7 2028 397 56.57 L1 20,13
1977 3614 o017 358 55.82 0.3 2R45
1378 3654 201.9 357 E5.10 097 2770
REETE] ZE5E 2065 253 56,48 0,54 2TET
1980 3538 2017 358 57.01 1.04 2575
148 340.8 1965 3,55 5787 1.04 25.37
1982 3354 1648 308 £8.01 0.91 22487
1984 3233 1BB.5 =75 5767 0.85 21.05
SEETH 306.5 020 30 B5.53 0.08 2aa
1985 3013 2084 247 £9.65 059 2447
1986 306.8 914.1 BT B0.78 1.01 2640
| 1987 3154 2104 263 B6.54 093 2555
108 2959 2034 275 B7.82 0,82 24 75
1589 2552 i8] a1 B7.41 DB 23
1830 2845 1878 2.4 .02 083 2407
1941 2481 17549 241 70,90 085 0,78
1592 2548 1839 1.88 71.06 073 18,72

**Basia for accident reporing raised fom £100 damage 1 §200 gamage effectve July 1, 1971,
*Basis fof actident reporting raised from $200 damege 1o 5500 damage effective Ociober 1, 1083,
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SEAT BELTS

BELT USE BY INJURY LEVEL
AND SEAT POSITION—1992 DATA

% Centar Frant Right Froat %
Beltad Balt No Balt  Belted Bell NoBsll  Balted

T72.3 61,287 3,822 84.0

Orivar
Laval Bl Ko Balt

O | 183,825 10,532 94.8 2,648 1,012

i 45,328 3.802 92.3 447 278 B1.8 15,297 1,837 88.8
B 12,654 3421 T8.T 153 210 42.1 3,562 1,580 ¥1.5
A 4 548 2,037 69.1 37 a1 28.9 1.358 941 584
K 212 334 38.8 0 B 1] 73 110 41.8

Total | 256,667 20,1268 276,793 | 3,285 1.597 4,882 81,833 8,430 90423
% 82.7% 7.3% 67.3% 32:7% 90.6% 9.4%

Left Rear % Center Rear ] Right Rear

Level Balt No Ball Balled Bali Ko Ball Belted Bl Ko Ball Belled
& 9,810 3,893 716 3,554 1,779 86,9 12.001 5,235 69.6
G 1,505 1,239 56.3 465 LT 451 1,888 1,608 55.4
8 298 518 43.4 127 240 34.6 459 G792 403
A 109 214 3.7 a3 85 25.8 130 246 4.5
K 4 26 13.3 1 10 a1 4 a4 105

Total | 11,916 5,820 17.806 4,220 2,681 6,911 14,583 7,802 22,395
] 66, 9% 23.1%: 61.1% 38.9% B5.2% 34.8%

Total Number Occupanis—419,210

LEGEND:

D-—Ho Irijury

C—Comypfunt of pain without visible sims of ingey o momentany neonsaiousmss,

B—Other wishle njunes sweh 28 Bruises, sweling, (mging or amy gainful movemen

A—Bieedng mgsnbers, distoried membes or dny condition that remquered viciim 1o be camied from the Soeng,

K—FRilled,

Based on reportable accidents only, and excludes those vehicle types for which
belt status is not meaningful (i.e., motorcycles, mopeds, bicycles, and pedestri-
ans). Cases where extent of injury or belt usage is unknewn or unable to be
determinead are excluded. "Belt" includes these categories; lap belt, lap and
shoulder belt, and child restraint. Information includes data for the period Janu-

ary 1 through December 31, 1982,

Note: Belt use is the use reported by the investigating officer. There is evidence
that this reported bell use rate exceeds the actual use rate. During 1982, ihe
observad driver belt use rate in North Carolina was just over 62 percent.




BELT USE BY AGE FOR DRIVERS
AND ALL OTHER OCCUPANTS

1992
DRIVERS
A_ge Belt Used No Belt Used
Under 15 152 (58.8%) 102 (40.2%)
15-17 18,264 (90.9%) 1,818 { 9.1%)
18-21 35,740 (90.2%) 3,871 ( 9.8%)
22-50 154,307 (93.0%) 11,537 ( 7.0%)
51-65 29,208 (94.5%) 1,713 { 5.5%)
66+ 19,044 (84.6%) 1,098 [ 5.4%)
Total 256,715 (92.7%) 20,137 { 7.3%)
PASSENGERS (Mon-Drivers)

iga Belt Used No Belt Used
Under 15 36,827 (84.0%) 7,070 {16.0%)
1617 12,854 (74.0%) 4,527 (26.0%)
18-21 13,831 (75.4%) 4,524 (24.6%)
29.50 38,284 (81.9%) 8,442 (18.1%)
51-65 7,703 (87.4%) 1,107(12.6%)
66+ 6,495 (88.3%) 863 (11.7%)
Total 115,898 (81.4%) 26,473 (18.6%)

RESTRAINT USE BY INJURY LEVEL FOR CHILDREN
UNDER AGE 2 AND THOSE AGES 2-5

1892 DATA

Children Under Age 2

Covered by Law Hequiring Use of Child Restraints Effective July 1, 1882;
Also by Mewer Law Effective July 1, 1885.

Injury Restraint Mo Restraint

Level Used Used
Serious (A+K) Injury 18 0.48%)" 13 5.44%)
Any Injury 407 {11.15%) 79:(33.05%)
TATAL 3,851 {93.B8%)2 239 | 6.14%)

Chlldren Ages 2-5

Covered by Law Requiring Use of Child or Adult Restraints EHective July 1, 1985,

Injury Restraint No Restraint
Level Used Used
Serious (A+K) Injury 83 ( 0.81%) 77 ( 5.13%)
Any Injury 1,857 (13.66%) 817 [34.47%)
TOTAL 13,582 {90.065%) 1,500  8.94%)
"olurn Parcent
R Percenat
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STATEWIDE
SUMMARY

SUMMARY OF MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS
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