
(ii) With sidewalk or pedestrian space (paved or unpaved).  Since the area outside of the
curbs or within and beyond the sidewalk or pedestrian space is used almost exclusively
for pedestrians, the maintenance of such areas is the responsibility of the municipality.

(C) Specific planting projects on state highway system right of way.  Should the municipality desire
more extensive planting than is provided by the Department of Transportation, a plan for such
proposed planting shall be submitted to the Department of Transportation and shall be considered
a construction or improvement item.  An individual permit and agreement on Department of
Transportation and municipal responsibilities for planting and plant maintenance will be required
in each instance, covering not only financial responsibility but also the furnishing of personnel,
equipment and materials for performing plant maintenance and associated hand mowing
operations.

(D) Proposed planting by civic organizations.  Civic organizations desiring to provide more extensive
planting of trees and shrubs in the municipality on Department of Transportation right of way than
is provided by the Department of Transportation shall handle negotiations through the
municipality as outlined in Part (7)(C) of this Paragraph.

(8) Snow and Ice Control:
(A) The responsibility for clearing state system streets is the responsibility of the Department of

Transportation; however, municipalities may, with the concurrence of the division engineer,
execute an agreement with the Department of Transportation providing for reimbursement by the
Department of Transportation to the municipality for the assumption of this responsibility.

(B) The removal of snow from sidewalk areas is not the responsibility of the Department of
Transportation.

(9) Guard Rail.  The maintenance, repair and replacement of guard rail on Highway System streets and
highways is the responsibility of the Department of Transportation.

(10) Street Lighting:
(A) Freeways -- Interstate System and Other Controlled Access Highways.  Where in the judgment

of the Department of Transportation street lighting is necessary, the maintenance and the electric
current necessary for the operation of the lighting system shall be the responsibility of the
Department of Transportation.

(B) Other System Streets.  The maintenance and the electric current for lighting systems on other than
as referred to in Part (10)(A) of this Paragraph is the responsibility of the municipality, unless
otherwise provided for by specific agreement.

(C) The installation of street lighting systems by the municipality on state system streets within the
right of way may be allowed by the Department of Transportation by encroachment agreement
only.

(11) Blocking of Traffic Lanes.  In order to provide for the safe movement of traffic, it is a joint responsibility
between the Department of Transportation and the municipality to insure that traffic lanes be kept open and
if blocked at any time for any reason that such blockage is properly signed or flagged.

History Note: Authority G.S. 136-66.1; 136-93; 143B-346; 143B-350(f); 143B-350(g);
Eff. July 1, 1978;
Amended Eff. November 1, 1993.

19A NCAC 02D .0405 EXAMPLES OF CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES
Maintenance funds shall be used to keep a road or highway in its existing condition and traffic carrying capacity. 
Construction funds shall be used in improving the road or highway so that its traffic carrying capacity is improved or
increased.  Some examples are listed below:

(1) Roadway Maintenance
(a) mowing shoulders and right of way;
(b) pulling or cleaning of roadway and drainage ditches;
(c) cutting down shoulders and uniforming slopes;
(d) machining unpaved roads;
(e) adding surfacing material 2 inches or less in thickness on unpaved roads;



(f) placing of dust laying materials;
(g) patching pavements;
(h) resurfacing 1-1/2 inches or less in thickness on paved roads;
(i) snow and ice removal;
(j) storm clean-up;
(k) replacing existing pipe culverts whether same size or not;
(l) patching or replacing floors, rails or individual stringers on timber bridges;
(m) placing of driveway pipe purchased by property owner.

(2) Landscape Maintenance
(a) periodic selective cutting on right of way,
(b) periodic replanting or fertilization of shoulders and slopes,
(c) maintenance of litter cans, picnic tables and rest areas.

(3) Traffic Services Maintenance
(a) maintenance of traffic control equipment including traffic signals, flashers, and special signaling

devices and their related equipment such as signal heads, cabinets, detectors, and any other
auxiliary equipment;

(b) maintenance and replacement of signs, including posts and hardware;
(c) installation of new signs when not otherwise provided for;
(d) re-marking pavements, including center lines, lane lines, edge lines, pavement symbols and

messages, stop bars, crosswalks, etc;
(e) new pavement markings when not otherwise provided for;
(f) maintenance and replacement of traffic channelization devices, traffic islands and curbing;
(g) installation of spot traffic channelization devives, traffic islands and curbing.

(4) Roadway Construction
(a) adding surfacing material over 2 inches in thickness on unpaved roads;
(b) resurfacing over 1-1/2 inches in thickness on paved roads;
(c) widening unpaved roads;
(d) widening existing pavement or shoulders;
(e) widening or strengthening bridges or box culverts, extension of pipe culverts for widened

roadways;
(f) construction or rebuilding of bridges;
(g) placing of pipe culverts on improvement projects;
(h) placing of storm drainage on existing roadways;
(i) construction of curb and gutter;
(j) all work and materials in the widening, improvement  or relocation of a road;
(k) state's part in participation paving which allows adjacent property owners to contribute to the cost

of paving or other improvement.
(5) Landscape Construction

(a) initial seeding of improvement or new road construction,
(b) initial selective cutting,
(c) construction of rest areas or the addition of major facilities.

(6) Traffic Services Construction
(a) initial traffic signal installation and all other electrically operated traffic control devices;
(b) replacement of traffic signal controllers and any other major components of an electrically

operated traffic control device;
(c) initial installation of signs;
(d) initial installation of pavement markings;
(e) channelization at intersections, traffic channelization devices, traffic island and curb projects

which are considered a construction project;
(f) pavement widening for additional travel or turning lanes in connection with intersection

improvements.
Note:  Where any of the above items in traffic services construction are involved as a part of a construction or improvement
project, the work shall be charged to and funded from the same source as is applicable to the remainder of the project.

History Note: Authority G.S. 136-66.1; 143B-346; 143B-350(f); 143B-350(g);



Eff. July 1, 1978;
Amended Eff. November 1, 1993.

19A NCAC 02D .0406 CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OF SIDEWALKS
(a)  When a highway construction project having to do with the widening of an existing street requires that an existing
sidewalk be torn up to make room for the widening, the Department of Transportation shall replace the sidewalk.
(b)  The Department shall evaluate the need for sidewalks in the planning process.  The Department shall assess information
provided by the local government, Transportation Advisory Committee, and departmental engineering studies.
(c)  The Department shall analyze the existing and projected future need for a pedestrian facility in every major highway
project planning report.  The Department may construct a sidewalk if the need is documented and funding is available.
(d)  The Department and the local sponsor shall negotiate financial responsibilities for a new sidewalk based on planning
studies.
(e)  The Department shall execute a pedestrian facilities maintenance agreement specifying responsibility for long term
maintenance with the lead government entity or other local sponsor prior to construction for a proposed sidewalk.

History Note: Authority G.S. 136-66.1; 143B-346; 143B-350(f); 143B-350(g); 23 U.S.C. 133; 23 U.S.C. 217;
Eff. July 1, 1978;
Amended Eff. May 1, 1999; December 29, 1993.

19A NCAC 02D .0407 HIGHWAY AND STREET PLANTING IN MUNICIPALITIES

History Note: Authority G.S. 136-66.1; 143B-346; 143B-350(f); 143B-350(g);
Eff. July 1, 1978;
Repealed Eff. November 1, 1991.

19A NCAC 02D .0408 TEMPORARY BRIDGE WEIGHT LIMITS AND CLOSINGS
Any Department of Transportation bridge safety inspector or any bridge maintenance supervisory personnel after an
inspection of any bridge on the State Highway System, is authorized to temporarily lower the authorized weight limits on a
bridge or to close the bridge as the circumstances may warrant, if in his judgment the bridge will not carry the authorized
weight.  Such limitation or bridge closing shall remain in effect until a complete analysis of the bridge can be made and action
taken based upon the bridge analysis, not to exceed 60 days.

History Note: Authority G.S. 136-72; 143B-350;
Eff. July 1, 1978.

19A NCAC 02D .0409 TEMPORARY ROAD RESTRICTIONS

History Note: Authority G.S. 20-121;
Eff. July 1, 1978;
Repealed Eff. January 1, 1994 pursuant to 1991 S.L., c. 477, s. 3.

19A NCAC 02D .0410 RENTAL OF SUPPLEMENTAL EQUIPMENT
The Department of Transportation, in accordance with its needs and the availability of state-owned equipment, may
supplement its own equipment requirements by the rental of privately owned equipment.  Operators may also be furnished
with equipment.


