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Guidelines for Use of Positive Offset
Left Turn Lanes on Median Divided Facilities

Positive offset left turn lanes will be required on median divided facilities where the median
width is greater than 20 feet and the following criteria is met.

1. Use at all proposed signalized intersections which meet either of the following
criteria:

a. If left turns are designed with exclusive* movements due to inadequate
horizontal and/or vertical alignment and there is adequate cross section width
available;

b. TEE intersections with opposing left turn lanes for U-turn traffic

2. Use at all unsignalized intersections which meet either of the following criteria:

a. If 10 year traffic projections satisfy any signal warrants;

b. Major route left turns meet or exceed 60 vph during the peak hour

3. Use at locations where the engineer determines that its use will improve or provide
safer or more efficient traffic operations.

      4.   Positive offset left turn lanes on median divided facilities should be discussed at
            the preliminary field inspection.

* Positive offset left turn lanes will help to enhance exclusive left turn signal operations by
reducing the time required for the left turn movements to clear the intersection.
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