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If] Nonn Carolina Wildlife Resources Conm1ission ~
..;..~-=-=,,:;:,-'===.= -=.-- -==-=

512 N. Salisbury Street, Raleigh, North Carolina 27604-1188,919-733-3391
Charles R. Fullwood. Executive Director

May 13, 1996

Dr. V. Charles Bruton
Pl.1ru1ing :md Envirol1ffient Branch
I \\'illnin:",T!ol1 Str;.;et

Box 25201
R.1lcigh, NC 27611

DC:1r Dr. Bruton:

In December of 1991, the NC Department of Transportation (NCDOT) agrced to become a partner with
the Wildlife Resources Conunission and others, in the development of the North Carolina Watchable Wildlife
\'ic\ving Guid~ and Progr:lm (copy att:lched). This Progr:l.m was initiated with the publication of the Vie\\wg
Guid.:. listing 95 sites across North Carolina that presented opportunities for v.ildlife viewing. A major component
of ulis Progr:lln was the insbllation of highway signing to direct tr:lvelers to the viewing sites. As a project
Spo:lsor, NCDOT agreed to provide and install the necessary signs to furnish propcr directions to th~ ~~s. ..-

The Vie\\1ng Guide has now been published (copies enclosed) and we have completed preparation of the
nups ncccss:il)' to guide NCDOT staff in the placement of the signs. Enclosed are copies of the maps for all sires
;lnd infom1.1tion regarding the sign logos and recommended sign specifications. We would appreciare your
:1ssisunce in fof\varding these materials v.'ithin NCDOT to departmental suff responsible for installation of the

SIgnS.

If )'OU have any questions, or if we may be of assistance to NCDOT -assigned personnel, please contact me
.:1t thc number listcd below. Thmk you for your assistance.

~ L-\...
Randall C. Wilson
Nongame Section Manager -
Division of Wildlife Management
(919) 528-3374

/rcw

AtUchrncnts
Enclosurcs

cc: }b1 S. Atkinson, Jr.; Dr. Charles Manooch; Chuck Roe /'



Signing

Two types of signing -directional and interpretive -should be used at a site.

';'-':'._~":~~
a1 Sl.gnl'ng,

Four basic types of directional signs exist, eadt of whidt includes the
binoculars logo (see Fig, 1). The first sign is used on the interstate high"vvay
exit nearest the viewing area (see Fig. 2, Item A -note the "Tune Radio to
530 AM" is omitted where not appropriate). The second sign (Fig, 2, Item B)
is posted at the major state highway intersection nearest the vie,\\"ing site.
The third sign is the binoculars logo accompanied by a directional arrow
sign, and the fourth sign is the binoculars logo, directional arro\v, a~d
educational plaque reading "Wildlife Viewing Area" (see Fig. 3).

The binoculars logo is used for site identification if no other signing is
posted and is also used as a trailblazer, leading the motorist from a high\vay
intersection to the vie'\\ring area. In addition, the smaller logo signs (6" x 6"
to 12" X 12") are for use along hiking trails, as appropriate. The Federal
Highway Administration has adopted the binoculars logo as the inter-
national wildlife viewing symbol, and will be included in the Manual of

...~ Uniform Traffic Devices.

Funds for directional signing are usually provided by the site O\'Vner, ..:.,- .--
manager, highway department, or appropriate legal subdivision.

Sign SDecifications

Materi;tls: No standards are established for panel materials due to the
variability of agency specifications, as well as installation and mainten-
ance cost. Where wood is used, 3/4" high-density plywood is recom-

, mended. Where aluminum is used, a minimum 0.08 thickness is
recommended. Plastic composition materials may offer greater
durability and decreased maintenance.

Screening: High-intensity grade reflecti:ve sheeting is recommended
where traffic is highway speed and highest reflectance level is required.
Engineering grade reflective sheeting is appropriate for sites where a
lower level of reflectance is required.

Colors: All lettering, arrows, borders, and figures should be in \vhite,
while (111 sign backgrounds should use the standard brown (Federal
Standard 595A Color Chip #20059),

Additional specifications for these signs are displayed in Figures 1,2,
t and 3.
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NC WILDLIFE VIEWING GUIDE SIGN DELIVERY DIRECTORY

I r-.~-'~:- T- -.:. :. r:~j9'; .Mike Hunnicutt

NC Coastal Reserve Program Wildlife Branch
7205 Wrightsville Ave. Fl Bragg, NC (919) 396-7506
Wilmington, NC 28403 (910) 256-3721

Michael Rikard Richard Yates
Cape Lookout Nat'l. Seashore Carolina Power & Ught Co.
131 Chares Street Shearon Harris Energy & Envir. Ctr.
Harkers Island, NC 28531 SR1127, P.O. Box 327
(919) 728-2250. New Hill, NC (919) 546-7777

Jeff Smith, Director Judson Edeburn, Duke Forest Manager
Nags Head Woods Preserve Duke Univ-School of the Envir.
701 W. Ocean Dr. Office of the Duke Forest
Kill Devil Hills, NC 27848 (919) 441-2525 Durham, NC (919) 684-2802

Elizabeth Souheaven NC Botanical Gardens '
I

US Fish & Wildlife Service Administration Office !
Mackay Island Nat'l Wildlife Refuge UNC

IKnotts Island on NC 615 (919) 429-3100 Chapel Hill, NC (919) 962-0522

Jim Hallsey Dick Thomas
NC Div. of Parks & Rec. Piedmont Environmental Center Office
12700 Bayleaf Church Rd. 1228 Penny Rd
Raleigh, NC (919) 846-9991 High Point, NC
.-.'0 .

Jim Savery Harris Prevost
Pocosin Lakes Nat'l. Wild. Refuge Grandfather Mtn
US Fish & Wildlife Service --Unville, NC -(704-)/33-2013
Rl1, Box 195-B
Creswell, NC 27928 (919) 797-4431

Tommy Hughes Rod McClanahan
NC Wildlife Resources Comm. US Forest Service
New Bern. NC 28560 (919) 514-4737 P.O. Box 2750

Asheville, NC 28802 (704) 257-4814

.US Forest Service Peter O'Leary
Hwy 70E. Chimney Rock Park
New Bern, NC 28560 US Hwy 64-74

Chimney Rock, NC

Alligator River Nat'!. Wild. Refuge Jerry Holloman
P.O. Box 1969 Roanoke River Nat'l. Wild. Refuge
U.S. Hwy. 64 P.O. Box 430 -

Manteo. NC 27954 (919) 473-1131 Windsor, NC (919) 794-5326

Thomas Hartman
Cape Hatteras Nat'l. Seashore
Rt.,1 Box 695
Manteo, NC (919) 995-5044

,.


