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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE USE OF PHOTOGRAPHIC SPEED-MEASURING

SYSTEMS.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1. Chapter 160A of the General Statutes
is amended by adding a new section to read:
"§ 160A-300.4. Use of photographic speed-measuring

~

systems.
~ A phot~graphic speed-measuring system is
a s eed-measurin s stem that works in con'unction with a

hoto ra hic, video, or electronic camera to automaticall
measure the seed and roduce hoto ra hs, video, or di ita!.
image~ ~~ vehicles violating a speed limit or speed
restriction.

ill ~ pho~~~raph!c speed-measuring system shall be
a roved, calibrated, and tested for accurac in accordance with
G.S. 8-50.3.

~ A -p~otographic- speed-measuring system shall be ~
~.onitor~d b~ a s~~rn_Ia~ enforcement officer at all times that
th~ ~ystem is actively in use.

ill ~y ph~tographic speed-measuring system
~ns!:alled ~rin ~se on a st!:eet ~r highway shall be identified
b a ro riate advance warnin si s cons icuousl osted not
more t~an l,OQO fe~~_fr~m the loca!:ion of a photographic speed-

-' measurin s stem. All advance warnin si ns shall be cqnsistent
~ith a s!:a!:~wide standard adopted by the Department of
Transportation.

M M~icipaliti~s may adopt ordinances for the
~~~~!enf~~cement.of G.S..20-141 and G.S.20-141.1 by means of a

hoto ra hic s eed-measurin s stem. Notwithstandin the
rovisions of G.S. 20-141, 20-141.1, and 20-176, in the event

tha~ .a munic~p~li~y ad~Pts an ordinance pursuant to this
~ec~i~n, a ~~olatio~of G.S~ 20-141 or G.S. 20-141.1 detected by
a hoto ra hic s eed-measurin s stem shall not be an infraction
~r m~~de~.e~or. An ordinance authorized by this subsection shall
provide that:

(1) The owner of a vehicle shall be
-~esp~n~ibl~ _for a ~iolation unless the owner can

furnish evidence that the vehicle was, at the time
o~ the~iolation, intheca:~~~-~~st~d~,-~r-~~nt~~l'
of- ~other per~~~. !he owner of the vehicle shall
n~t~e re~~o~si~le ~o!: the violation if the owner
of ~~~ ve~iclefurnishes, within 21 days of
notification of the violation, to the officials or
a ents of the munici alit-t~t-is~~~d-th~-~it~ti~n
either of the following:



;,;;. 

ii~!,!~, 
~~ .!.:.. The name and address of the person ort~ 

company who leased, rented, or otherwise had
the care, custody, or control of the
vehicle.

.~ An affidavit stating that the vehicle
involved was, at the time of the violation,
stolen or in the care, custody, or control of
some person who did riot have permission of the
owner to use the vehicle.

'-':; .,.., .,:; ill A violatiqn detected by a pho~qgraphic " .-.".\0""'"-",""':
speed-measuring system shall be deemed a
noncriminal violation for which a civil penalty of
fifty dollars ($50.00) shall be assessed and for
which no points authorized by G.S. 20-l6(c) or G.S.
58-36-65 shall be assigned to the owner or driver
of the vehicle.

(3) The owner of the vehicle shall be
-issued a citation clearly stating the manner in

which the violation may be challenged. The citation
shall be processed by officials or agents of the
municipality and shall be forwarded by personal
service or first-class mail to the address given on
the motor vehicle re istration. If the owner fails
to pay the civil penalty or to respond to the
citation within the time eriod s ecified on the
citation, the owner shall have waived the right to
contest responsibility for the violation and shall
be subject to an additional penalty not to exceed

I fifty dollars ($50.00). The municipality may
establish procedures for the collection of these
penalties and may recover the penalties by civil0" action in the nature of debt.

ill The municipality shall provide a
.nonjudicial administrative hearing process to

review objections to citations or penalties issued
or assessed under this section. An administrative
hearing decision shall be subject to review by the
superior court by proceedings in the nature of
certiorari. Any petition for review by the superior

.court shall be filed with the c!erk of superior
court within 30 days after the administrative

_hearing decision.
(5) After reasonable deduction of costs of

.""o..r;.; "-~;. -..:_'"'~",-:administration, the roceedsof all civil nalties
shall be paid to support traffic safety measures in
the jurisdiction employing the photographic speed-
measuring systems.I ill This section applies only to municipalities

with a population of 500,000 or over according to the most
recent decennial federal census."

SECTION 2. Chapter 8 of the General Statutes is
amended by adding a new section to read:
liS 8-50.3. Results of photographic speed-measuring

instruments; admissibility.
(a) The results of the use of a photographic

speed-measuring system as described in G.S. l60A-300.4 shall be
admissible as evidence in a nonjudicial administrative hearing
held pursuant to G.S. l60A-300.4(e) (4) for the purpose of
establishing the speed of the vehicle detected.

ill Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection
(a) of this section, the results of a photographic speed-

measuring system are not admissible unless all of the following
are established:

ill The photographic speed:measuring ,""'"
system employed was approved for use by the North ~:;
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.
~aro~in~ Crimi~alJustice Education and Training

~t~da~ds ~ommi~~ion and the Secretary of Crime
~ontrol and Public Safety pursuant to G.S. 17C-

6.

ill The photographic speed-measuring

s stem had been calibrated and tested for accurac

~n ~~cQrd~~e wit~ !:he st~ndards established by the

North Carolina Criminal Justice Education and;: ~ ~r~ini~g St~dar~s CQ~ission and the Secretary of

-' -'. 'c. .Cri!!!e Control and ~lic Safety for that particular :; ."
system.

(3) At the time the results were obtained,

-the hoto ra hic s eed-measurin s st~ was bein

~oni~oredbY ~_~wQr~ law enforcement officer who

~as ~een ~erti~ied by the North Carolina Criminal

Ju~tic~ ~ducati~n.and Training Standards Commission

under G.S. 17-6(a).

J!;1- ~ll p~oto~raphicsEe~d~measuring systems shall
be calibrated and tested in accordance with standards

~st~~ish.;~ by; t~e ~ort~ C~rolin~ Criminal--J~~ti~~-Education and
Trainin Standards Commission and the Secreta of Crime Control

and ~~l~c- Saf~ty. A ~itten certificate by a technician

certified b the North Carolina Criminal Justice Education and ;;.
T~~~~ing_Standa~ds_Commi~sion showing that a test was made

withinthe_r~~~red testing period and that the system was

~cc¥ra~e shall.b~.c~~et~n~ ~d pr!ma facie evidence of those

~a~ts_~~_a_~~nj~d~~i~ladministrative hearing held pursuant to

G.S.160A-300.4(e)(4).

ill In every nonjudicial administrative hearing
held ursuant to G.S. 160A-300.4(e) (4), where the results of a

hoto ra hic s eed-measurin s stem are sou ht to be admitted,

noti~e shall.be taken of !:herules approving the photographic

s eed-measurin s stem and the rocedures for calibration or

testing for accuracy of the system."

SECTION 3. G.S. 17C-6(a) is amended by adding a

new subdivision to read:
" (a) In addition to powers conferred upon the Commission

elsewhere in this Chapter, the Commission shall have the

following powers, which shall be enforceable through its rules

and regulations, certification procedures, or the provisions of

G.S. 17C-I0:

(13a) In conjunction with the Secretary of
-.". ..~c c:,,-. --_ Cr ime Con tr or and Publ ic Sa fe t a; rove use Of.' ""'"",..'~ j.'~'~ ,.,. .~-- -.-'.-'c'" -.-', ---'~.7 spec~fic mod~ls and types of photographic s eed-measurin s stems as described in G.S. 160A-

300.4(a) and establish the standards for

calibra~ion and testing for accuracy of each

approved system."

SECTION 4. This act is effective when it becomes

law.
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